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FEMALE LITERACY IN PAKSITAN

BACKGROUND:

Females constitute the largest group of illiterates in

?akistan. Literacy indeed is the key that opens the door to

individual awareness and intellectual growth as well as so-

cial development. No real progress can be achieved today

without literacy. The need for making females literate can

not be exaggerated. Making a female literate is making a

family literate.

We find that Pakistan is among those countries of the

world which have the lowest literacy rate. The female

6deliteracy percentage in 1981 was 16 against 35 for the max-e.

population. The literacy rate among rural women was as low

as 7.3 %. Literacy figures for rural females in Punjab were

9.4% in Sind 5.2 %, in N.W.F.P. 3.8% and in Baluchistan as

low as 1.8%. This state of affairs reflects the low priority

accorded to the whole question of Women's education,

economic productivity and status in society.

Even year nearly 5.1 million children remain out of

School. It is estimated that only 1 in every 6 male children

and 1 in 10 girls complete primary level. There is an addi-

tional of roughly 1.5 million annually to the country's il-

literate population of 5 years and above. The population at

a staggering annual growth rate of nearly 3% has doubled

since independence and consequently there are 32 million

more illiterates today than 10 years ago.



The literacy rates of some of the countries are as

follows:-

LITERACY RATE (PER CENT)

COUNTRY MALE FEMALE BOTH

JAPAN 99.5 99.5 99.5

SINGAPORE 93.4 88.7 92.0

PHILLIPINES 90.0 87.5 89.0

THAILAND 92.2 79.6 86.0

SRI LANKA 86.0 68.5 78.00

MALAYSIA 82.3 61.9 78.0

BURMA 80.5 56.3 60.7

INDONESIA 77.0 57.5 67.0

TURKEY 91.4 49.0 66.0

EGYPT 67.3 41.2 54.3

KENYA 64.3 41.2 50.3

IRAN 64.6 28.4 47.0

INDIA 51.3 28.4 40.3

PAKISTAN 35.1 16.0 26.2

(SOURCE: PAKISTAN AND GULF ECONOMIST, APRIL 20 -26, 1985)



LITERACY AND ADULT EDUCATION

The condition of women in Pakistan is appalling. They

are steeped in generation old traditions, are weighed down

by social oppression and economic deprivation and find them-

selves shackled to a grinding domesticity. The organization

of any educational or literacy program for women is sub-

jected to innumerable constraints, some of which I will

point out.

Prejudices against education of girls and discouraging

attitude of males, fathers, husbands and sons, towards

the education of their women folk.

Segregation of sexes in reluctance of parents to allow

girls to avail facilities in co- educational institu-

tions.

Dependence of families of the work of girls in

housekeeping thus depriving them of education.

- Early marriages and bonds of domesticity and child

bearing which effectively put an end to education

aspirations.

Precedence accorded to boys over girls in all matters.



Resistance of female education compounded by economic

pressures, which provides families as reason for keep-

ing their daughters at home.

The female attitude of subservience to the male.

Fewer girl schools and hence longer distance for girls

to go to school.

Illiteracy of the mothers.

The drop out phenomenon; girls removed from school

either under social pressure or under the possible ex-

cuse - "What does a girl need education for "?

Non- availability of separate schools and female

teachers.

Motivational programs should, therefore, be launched to

break the boundries of prejudice. The Mass Media programmes

such as religious programmes should emphasise that "reading"

is an ordained activity Radio and Television sets may be

provided to all schools and Community Centres, and special

educational programmes for girls may be scheduled in the

school /adult literacy /Community Centres. Religious education

centres for adult women may also be set up in villages to

impart the basic knowledge of Islam to the uneducational

labour class who are Muslims by birth only and lack the

basic Islamic education.



NGO's or Government may launch literacy centres on a

'shared advantage basis" e.g. someone running an enterprise

and waiting to attract clients, may provide one room in his

or her building to the initiators of literacy centres.

Literacy and adult education centres may be provided to the

people of the slums (Kachi abadies).

It has been seen that the teachers of the female

Literacy centres have failed to generate adequate interest

among the students. At times, it seems that the teachers of

adult education holds a job just for drawing the salary.

The female literacy and adult education programmes suf-

fer from problems of access, utilization and organization.

The social attitudes are unfavorable to women's activities

outside the home. Motivation lacks even among the women

themselves with the result that whatever limited facilities

for adult education are available, remain un- utilized.

The existing adult literacy programmes can not succeed

in isolation unless they are packaged with something practi-

cal, generating continuous personal interest and a sense of

participation. To attend adult literacy classes requires

that the women consciously take out time from their

household obligations. It involves a considerable physical

effort, as well as the will, to acquire an education, half

hearted efforts are not likely to succeed.



PRIMARY EDUCATION

Elimination of inequality in primary education is an

area of high priority in promoting advancement of women.

Traditionally, education of girls in our country has faced

indifference, even disapproval. However, with the passage

of time the cultural barriers have been overcome to some ex-

tent. During the period from 1960 to 1982, female primary

enrollment has increased six times in comparison with a

three times increase in male enrollment. Participation rate

of females in primary education have also increased from 13%

in 1960 to 32% today; whereas it increased from 45% to 63%

for males. The ratio of females to males in primary schools

has thus been increasing over time.

Nevertheless, the status of primary education is still

very disturbing. In 1982 -83 only 32.5% of 5 -9 years female

population attended primary schools. Disparity between the

male and female education is rather acute particularly where

rural female children are taken into account. In 1983, girl

students constituted 24% of the total enrollment at primary

level in rural areas.

Low female enrollment at primary schools is coupled

with another critical problem which is an inordinately high

drop out rate for girls. The problem is so severe that out

of 30% female children enrolled, as many as 50 to 60 %% drop

out before completing primary education. The dropout rate is

even higher in rural areas.



SECONDARY EDUCATION:

Secondary education is a crucial stage in the education

system of a country. For the majority of children, secondary

education is a terminal stage. As such, it should prepare

them to enter practical life as productive citizens.

There are around 19,000 female primary schools in rural

areas of Pakistan, but only 1,407 rural middle schools for

girls. This means that only 1 to 14 girls enrolled in

primary schools has any chance of reaching a middle school

in rural areas. The percentage of female students in the

middle schools in 1983 in Pakistan was 26.8.

The enrollment figures for girls at high school level in

1983 were 26.5 %. Most of the middle and high school

facilities for girls are located in the urban areas and

therefore, participation of rural girls at these levels is

negligible.



COLLEGE EDUCATION

The total number of intermediate colleges in the

country was 236 in 1983, of which 85 were girls col-

leges. the enrollment of girl students at the inter-

mediate level was 28% of the total.

At the higher level there were 278 degree col-

leges in 1983 and the number of girls colleges was 75.

Out of the total enrollment at degree classes, 32% were

girl students. In 20 universities 7,866 female students

were enrolled as against 47,587 male students.

About 3% of the female students were enrolled in

Home Economics at the intermediate level and 4% at the

degree level. The enrollment of women students in Law

was 7 %. An overwhelming majority of women students at

the intermediate, degree and post -graduate levels stu-

dent art subjects.

There is a great demand for more degree colleges

for girls. Many heads of institutions running higher

secondary institutions strongly feel that there in-

stitutions deserve to be upgraded by the addition of

degree classes, on account of the public pressure and

genuine demand. Despite the fact that such institutions

repeatedly approached the authorities to upgrade the

institutions it was not done.



VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

About 86 vocational institutions for women with an

enrollment of 6,179 provided training programmes of

different duration and levels in various skills in

1982 -83. Majority of the institutions imparting skill

training did not serve as a marketing outlet for their

own students, which tended to discourage the students.

All vocational institutions, therefore by specific rule

should provided outlets for the sale of the items

produced by the students. Not only that all vocational

institutions should also serve as channels of sale of

the commodities of rural women who have no contact in

urban areas. The institutions may have a showroom to

display the items. They may also advertise whatever is

offered for sale.

Following flaws in the vocational training

projects have been noticed:-

The product designs were not local;

The output was substandard including the quality

of cloth, thread and designs;

On account of extremely poor and substandard

quality, the items were seldom or never sold;

There was little economic incentive for trainee

women whose enthusiasm waned out for sometime;



To rectify these flaws the vocational institutions

must have women teachers with imagination and aesthetic

sense, who are able to guide in preparing products

which would be readily sold. Vocational institutions in

different areas should specialize in the indigenous

crafts.

The number of polytechnics for women is 4 with an

enrollment of 640 students. The corresponding figures

for men are 30 and 16,413 respectively. The number of

professional colleges was 102 of which 8 were for

females. Out of total enrollment of 84,330 professional

colleges 16,470 were women.

Options in the choice of a profession largely

determine the nature of women's education programmes

Traditionally, the only option open were becoming in

doctor or a teacher. recently, however, more options

are opening up and women are now increasingly entering

labour market as industrial labour, clerks in banks,

packers in pharmaceutical firms, operators in telephone

exchanges, typists in offices. Women journalists, air

hostess, civil servants, engineers, architects, lawyers

can also be seen.



A survey of the requirements for occupations in

schools libraries, social welfare agencies, business

establishments,etc. would indicate that employment op-

portunities for women without technical education are

decreasing and for those with technical education are

increasing. In this regard jobs like textile

analyst,lady health visitors, editorial assistant,

physical therapist and many other can be mentioned.

Women can also prepare for technical posts in depart-

ments like agriculture, buildings and roads, water pol-

lution, veterinary surgeon etc. Jobs like signaling,

driving ambulances, operating radio and telephones,

computers can also become available to properly trained

women. The educational programmes for women need to be

designed keeping in view these prospects.



HIGHER EDUCATION

If Pakistan is not to remain content with a perumanently de-

pendent status, the importance of identifying outstanding talent,

must be realized. More than half of our population today being

female we must search out and educate the talented amongst them

to the limit of their potentialities. The nation must respond

adequately and urgently to the challenges posed by the complex

scientific and technological revolution the world is undergoing

and the rapid change and intense competition characteristics of

the present era. The need for persons of talent, vision, en-

terprise and adaptability has never been greater. The failure to

find and train such individuals, would pose a threat not only to

national progress but also to our very survival.

The opportunities to enter newer fields such as micro-

electronics, biotechnologies and other technologies are fabulous,

if the nation realizes their growing importance and provides

educational and training facilities for women in such fields. A

gifted individual, man or woman, is a scarce and critical na-

tional resources and should be so treated and natured.

Another problem at the higher education level is that in-

adequate stipends and scholarships are awarded to female students

and teachers for higher studies within and outside the country.

Male students and teachers benefit from such scholarships in

large numbers every year whereas very few women are provided such

facilities.



WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY

The proposal for the establishment of separate

universities /university for women has become a highly controver-

sial issue. The main argument advanced in support of creating

separate universities for women is the undesirability of mixing

of the sexes which is apprehended to encourage moral laxlity.

This view -point is vigorously contested by others who assert that

the conduct of the Pakistani women students in the universities

during the past four decades has been entirely above reproach.

They have proved serious minded scholars, possessed of modesty

and virtue comparable to any other sector of women, including

those living in

It is strongly felt by many that the establishment of the

proposed Women's University /Universities would serve no useful

purpose. It would on the contrary, involve a serious waste of

scarce fund, constitute a total reversal of priorities in the

field of education, lead to a deterioration in the quality of

Women's higher education and affect adversely the ability of the

graduates to adjust to their future work -a -day life as economi-

cally productive, culturally stable and socially effective per-

sons.



FINANCIAL ALLOCATIONS

The investment in education in pakistan is amongst the

lowest in the world. The allocations for female education are ab-

normally low and consequently the status of female education is

particularly distressing.

Further more Pakistan is the only country in the world which

has been spending less money on education proportionate to total

budget with the passage of time. The country was spending 6.5% of

its total budget on education during 1970 -71. In 1980 -81 this ex-

penditure was reduced to only 5%. The sixth five year plan en-

visages an expenditure of 1.9% of the GNP on education. pakistan

was spending 2.1% of the GNP on education some eight years ago.



Expenditure percentages of GNP and National budgets in some

selected countries are as follows:-

EXPENDITURE PERCENTAGE

COUNTRY GNP NATIONAL BUDGET

MALAYSIA 6.7 22.6

TURKEY 5.7 24.7

IRAN 5.4 41.1

SRI LANKA 4.9 10.1

THAILAND 4.1 20.8

PHILLIPINES 3.6 16.3

INDIA 2.7 28.4

INDONESIA 2.1 8.4

PAKISTAN 1.7 5.0

(SOURCE: PAKISTAN AND GULF ECONOMIST, APRIL 20 -26, 1985).



It is imperative that allocations for education are rapidly

raised and female education allocations made in propotion to

their numbers.

It is for these reasons that great emphasis is laid on the

need for a clear policy for the improvement of education status

of women whose objections should be as follows:-



POLICY OBJECTIONS

1. To make education a deliberate, planned and sustained

process to replace the outmoded value system, based on in-

equality, by the new value system which cultivates equality,

mutual respect and dignity of sexes.

2. To eliminate disparities in the provision of educational

facilities between men and women, socio- economic classes,

rural and urban areas and different parts and regions of the

country.

3. To develop a network of educational institutions and under-

take planned programmes and activities so that in the next

ten years:-

- all women are made literate;

- primary education is entirely entrusted

to women teachers;

secondary and higher education is also easily

accessible to rural women and is not largely

confined to women of urban, upper and middle

classes as at present.



4. To appreciate the intellectual and productive

potential of women and to provide them oppor-

tunities for studies in various branches of learn-

ing, specially science and mathematics and a wide

range of vocational, technical and professional

subjects.

5. To correct the situation of continuing low level

of expenditure on educational as to raise the al-

location of funds to the minimum standards of 4%

of GNP recommended by UNESCO.
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