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Oxfam is a partnership of people who 
regardless of race, sex, religion or politics 
work together for the basic human rights of 
food, shelter and reasonable conditions for 
life. 

We believe that, if shared equitably, there 
are sufficient material resources in the world 
to enable all people to find fulfilment and to 
meet basic human needs. 

We are committed, therefore, to a process 
of development by peaceful means which 
aims to help people, especially the poor and 
underprivileged overseas. 



The deterioration of Phnom Penh's 
water treatment plant poses a serious 
threat of contamination, Oxfam is 
supporting the rehabilitation of the 
water supply system in the 
Kampuchean capital, 

CHAIRMAN'S 
REPORT 

Earlier this year I had the privilege of visiting part of our 
programme in South America. In a severely depressed tin-mining 
town in Bolivia I was struck by the constantly expressed 
appreciation for what Oxfam had done for the community, 

Our comparatively small programme of food at cost price and 
greenhouses for family vegetable growing had made all the 
difference- not just in terms of survival but in hope and 
encouragement when the future looked bleak. 

The variety of projects I visited was considerable. Rural 
projects included irrigation, agricultural improvement, extension 
and training, Urban projects demonstrated a variety of ways of 
helping those who have drifted into the shanty towns on the 
fringes of the big cities. 

I was impressed in all this by the effective partnership between 
local groups and our local Oxfam staff There was evidence of 
much imagination and initiative. 

Yet when one is confronted with the extent of poverty and 
deprivation, it is easy to feel that Oxfam's contribution is only a 
tiny 'drop in the bucket' in relation to human needs. But let that 
not be a cause for despair, 

First it is a challenge to us to do more, Secondly, we must 
remember that our work is not just a question of meeting practical 
needs. We also give hope and encouragement, we create links 
and friendships, and we can use our practical experience to help 
in other ways, 

The Trustees are keen that we create a wider public awareness 
of needs and problems to inspire others, including governments, 
to tackle things on a scale beyond Oxfam's limited capacity, 

Take Kampuchea for example. In the forthcoming year we 
plan to highlight the needs and dangers facing the people of 
Kampuchea based on our eight years' work in the country. 

Where international bodies seem to be more concerned with 
political alliances and historical rights and wrongs, our emphasis 
is on the plight of the Kampuchean people themselves. We hope 
that over the coming months, greater awareness of the position 
will lead to the acceptance of Kampuchea into the international 
community and to a peaceful settlement in the region. It might be 
a case where Oxfam's 'drop in the bucket' has a multiplying effect. 

On behalf of Oxfam, thank you to all supporters, whether you 
contribute financially, by offering your time and skills or by 
supporting our shops as donors or customers. We are fortunate 
that so many people see us as worthy of their support. 

·L 

Chris Barber, 
Chairman 3 
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Relief supplies of maize and beans, 
airlifted to families displaced by M N R 
attacks, arc unloaded. Niassa Province, 
Mozambique. 

DIRECTOR'S 
REPORT 

In 1987/88 Oxfam's income both for emergency work and for 
longterm development exceeded budget. With a total of £52.3 
million we reached a new all time record, surpassing the previous 
best of £51. 1 million reached in the Ethiopian appeal of 1984/85. 

This is a magnificent tribute to the generosity and commitment 
of supporters, donors, volunteers and staff alike as well as to our 
friends in organisations like Comic Relief and Band Aid. It is a 
powerful testimony to the reality of compassion. We also place on 
record our appreciation of public support through the Overseas 
Development Administration and the EEC. 

Would that we could relax. But we can't. The dreadful truth is 
that in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, the Caribbean and Latin 
America, needs are growing far faster than our income. 

Over and over again, in more than 2000 individual overseas 
projects, together with our partners, we demonstrate what can be 
achieved. Unsentimental humanitarian commitment can only 
mean that we must strive as hard as ever in the year ahead for the 
poor, oppressed, tyrannised and suffering whom we exist to serve. 

Hand in hand with humanitarian action goes the need for 
public education. 

Earlier in the year at a reception camp in war-torn Niassa, 
northern Mozambique, I heard first hand of the destruction of a 
village by the MNR. Amongst the recent arrivals- some naked, 
some dressed in the bark of trees, some in rags-was one family 
who told of a seven year old son hacked to death before their eyes 
and thrown back into their burning home. 

Witnessing such horrors how can we remain silent about those 
who support this evil? How can we fail to ask what can and should 
be done to stop the wickedness? To settle for treating the 
symptoms alone would frequently betray the poor. 

We must also do still more to persuade our nation as a whole to 
match our own resolve. Neither in the UK nor Ireland can we 
allow ourselves to become a substitute for national commitment. 

It is frankly sad that in the UK, as we celebrate our latest 
Oxfam record, the share of gross national product devoted to 
overseas aid has fallen to 0.28% placing the UK sixth in the 
league of seven leading western industrial nations. 

This year we face new challenges- not least in Kampuchea
as great as any in the past. We must respond with renewed vigour 
and commitment both at home and abroad. 

Frank Judd, 
Director 



Women returnin!{from the fields where 
they have heen takin!{ part in an 
agricultural training course. Sabu, 
Java, Indonesia. 

Tackling poverty 
and its causes 
In 1987/88 drought in Ethiopia, floods in India and war in 
Lebanon and Central America have once again hit the news 
headlines. 

But the poverty which makes people vulnerable to catastrophes 
and often contributes to the causes of a disaster received little 
attention. 

Yet the needs of the poor grow more and more pressing. 
During the year Oxfam redoubled its efforts on behalf of poor 

people- working with communities on more than 2000 projects 
around the world to tackle poverty, its effects and causes. 

5 
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During 1987/88 
Oxfam spent 
.£4, 758,904 on 
health, 
or 15% of 
total overseas 
expenditure. 

Children visiting a village health clinic 
in South India where their growth is 
monitored and immunisation given. 

Improving 
health 
P overty brings with it poor 

health. In Third World 
countries people's lives are 

short- millions of children never 
reach their fifth birthday and adults 
die young. 

Diarrhoea and malnutrition 
claim millions of lives each year 
while preventable diseases such as 
TB and measles remain major 
killers. 

In most countries state health 
provision is woefully inadequate. 
Oxfam works to help communities 
improve general levels of health 
through Primary Health Care 
which includes basic health 
education, better nutrition and 
hygiene and immunisation. 

In the southern Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu an impressive health network 
has been built up by local people 
working with the Kottar Social 
Services Society (KSSS). Village 
health workers and health guides, 
trained from the community, today 
staff 120 clinics providing a basic health 
service which includes the treatment of 
minor ailments. 

Teams of locally recruited health 
educators a'nd community organisers 
provide back up to the clinics. 

Over the years KSSS has seen a 
marked decrease in dysentery and 
diarrhoea through improved sanitation 

and health education and has achieved 
a high rate of vaccination of new born 
children. 

During 1987/88 the Society has 
continued to build on this solid 
foundation of work with Oxfam 
covering salaries and travel costs of the 
community organisers. 

This year has seen a major drive to 
eradicate intestinal worms which are a 
cause of anaemia. Villagers were 
encouraged to attend health 'camps' 
where they could be examined and if 
necessary treated. 

In the city 
As more and more people move to the 
cities demand for basic health care in 
urban areas grows. Moreover new 
problems also arise. 

In the big cities family members tend 
to lose contact with each other putting 
a heavy burden on those left with aging 
relatives to look after. 

The Ekuphumuleni Geriatric 
Nursing Home provides convalescent 
geriatric care in a densely populated 
suburb of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe's 
second city. Oxfam has supported the 
home by meeting some of the costs of a 
new building and salaries. 

Residential care is expensive, 
however, so in 1987 Oxfam funded 
research into the idea of providing 
homebased care. 

One thousand households were 
surveyed to establish the level of need 
and the views of potential users. 

One typical respondent, an elderly 
woman who was having to care for her 
70 year old husband, said: '/worry 
about what he will eat while I am at 
work. I start at six in the morning and 
finish late. Right now my husband is in 
hospital but he will be discharged soon. 
It is very difficult for me to cope with his 
problems.' 

Eighty percent of those surveyed 
said they would welcome some help in 
the home. An experimental service is 
now being set up which will be run by 
the nursing home with Oxfam support. 

Disability 
Poverty is a direct cause of both mental 
and physical disability. One in ten 
people in the Third World are 
estimated to be disabled in some way 
with perhaps 1 'Yo severely disabled. 

Deaf children learning to speak at the Heri Kwetu Centre, Kivu, Zaire. 
The major causes of disability are 

preventable diseases such as polio and 



MEDICAL RELIEF COMMITTEES 
Throughout the Occupied Territories many Palestinians suffer from poor 
health as the services provided by the Israeli military authorities and by the 
UN are rudimentary and inadequate. 

The Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees is a network of 
volunteer doctors, nurses and health workers, supported by Oxfam, who give 
their free time to provide both curative medical care and health education to 
villages throughout the West Bank and Gaza. 

The Medical Relief Committees provide health services through both 
mobile and permanent clinics. There are 16 permanent clinics in the West 
Bank and 1 in Gaza. 

There is also a centre in Jerusalem where they train village health workers. 
This year the uprising in the occupied territories has placed extra demands 

on the Relief Committees. While maintaining their regular programme the 
health teams have been catapulted into a range of additional activities 

including making up and distributing first aid kits, 
conducting first aid teaching in refugee camps 

and villages with particular emphasis on 
treating fractures and the effects of tear gas, 
and classifying people's blood groups to 
make the treatment of casualties more 
efficient. 
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A Medical Relief Committee doctor 
examines a child during a 

visit to an orphanage in 
Ramallah, West Bank. 

... · .. ··. 

malnutrition. Oxfam aims both to 
eliminate the causes and to help people 
who have a disability play as full a part 
in the community as possible. 

The Centre for the Rehabilitation of 
the Paralysed in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
not only cares for people, it also helps 
them learn a skill which will provide 
them with a living when they return to 
the community. 

Visiting social workers help the 
patients identify a possible trade and 
training is provided. 

Mamun (above) was abandoned by 
her husband after she was left unable 
to walk at the age of 14 by spinal TB. 
Today she is remarried with a child and 
making a new life for herself as a 
dressmaker thanks to the support of 
the Centre. 

Oxfam contributed to the costs of 
running the Centre in 1987/88. 

AIDS 
During the year Oxfam has funded the 
activities of a number of organisations 
trying to tackle the new problem of 
AIDS. Most at risk arc the poorest 
sections of society. Oxfam 's work on 
AIDS has been mainly in the area of 
public education. 

One group which Oxfam is 
supporting is the Brazilian 
Interdisciplinary AIDS Association 
(ABIA) which is producing 
educational materials designed for usc 
with illiterate and semi-literate people. 
A pilot project is planned with 350,000 
construction workers in Rio. 

The organisation also compiles 
statistics about the spread of AIDS in 
Brazil and uses these to make 
representations to the government. 
Brazil has the third highest number of 
officially reported AIDS cases in the 
world . 

7 



During 1987/88 
Oxfam spent 
.£2,682,250 on 
agriculture, 
or 8% of 
total overseas 
expenditure. 

One of the farmers participating in a 
sheep and goat rearing project in San 

8 Marcos, Guatemala. 

Helping to meet 
food needs 

M ost people in the Third 
World depend on the land 
both for their food and for 

surplus produce to provide cash for 
other necessities. But poverty often 
leads to the over-use of land, 
causing soil exhaustion and falling 
crop yields. 

Combined with the vagaries of 
the weather this often leaves 
people without food or income. 

Oxfam works to help farmers 
protect their land and improve its 
use so as to raise levels of nutrition 
and family income. 

In the Northern Areas of Pakistan 
Oxfam is helping to fund an ambitious 
programme of rural development 
involving more than five hundred 
villages in a mountainous area of 
scarce rainfall. 

The Aga Khan Rural Support 
Programme aims to help villagers 
produce surplus crops for sale in 
markets opened up by the completion 
ofthe Karakhorum Highway in the late 
1970s. Key to the success of the 
Programme is· the creation of local 
organisations which decide on 
priorities and activities in each village. 

The Programme works in close 
partnership with these village groups 
offering them a range of support 
including grants for major projects 
such as roads and irrigation channels, 
credit schemes and training. 

In agriculture the Programme helps 
villagers improve crop yields through 
the control of pests and the 
introduction of new plant varieties. 
Villagers are also offered help with 
developing new lands and training in 
better harvesting and packing of 
produce to improve marketing. 

The project has had considerable 
success in encouraging self-confidence 
and cooperation amongst villagers as 
well as in boosting incomes. 

Livestock 
Livestock production can be a highly 
efficient use of land as animals can 
often be raised on land which is no use 
for growing crops. Mixed farming 
systems arc generally a better way to 
get the most out of the land. 

In the area around Las Minas in the 
northern part of Nicaragua, Oxfam is 
helping supply cows and bulls to 

farmers whose animals have been 
stolen or killed during Contra attacks. 
With the Nicaraguan economy in 
ruins, roads difficult to pass and vets 
few and far between, the administra
tive and technical problems faced by 
the project arc considerable. 

Families who receive cattle agree to 
return the same number of animals to 
the project once their herd is big 
enough. The animals arc then 
redistributed in the same way to other 
families in need. 

The project hopes to introduce a 
similar scheme for pigs and chickens 
later. 

Easing the burden for women 
In most parts of the world women not 
only have to look after the traditional 
domestic tasks- preparing meals, 
gathering fuel and water and caring for 
children- they also do much of the 
work in the fields. 

Members of a Youth Economic Group 
harvesting their crop of sunflower seeds 
near Singida, Tanzania. 

In Senegal many women spend three 
hours each day pounding millet by 
hand. An Oxfam supported project at 
Pekesse is trying, amongst other 
things, to reduce this work load by 
providing mills for grinding millet. 

A committee of village women 
manages the mill; women pay around 
2p a kilo to have their millet ground 
and the money is used to pay for the 
mill and a trained operator. 

Any surplus which is left over after 
this is used by the women to meet other 
needs. One village, for example, has 
used money from the mill to set up a 
health post. 



During 1987/88 
Oxfam spent 
£10,240,792 on 
social organisation, 
education and 
income generation, 
or 32% of 
total overseas 
expenditure. 
These figures were 
broken down as 
follows: 

social organisation 
£6,691,568 (21%) 

education 
£2,417,083 (7%) 

income generation 
£1,132,141 (4%) 

Once the cattle had been fenced off 
(below), localfarmers began to double 
their harvest (top right). 

Encouraging 
self-reliance 
D

evelopment is not just about 
providing material benefits. 
Much more importantly it is 

about helping people take control 
of their lives. 

In all of its work Oxfam tries to 
help people become self-reliant by 
encouraging communities to work 
together and by helping to remove 
material barriers to development, 
e.g. by providing credit or training. 
Often these two approaches go 
together. However, there are many 
projects where the support given by 
Oxfam is solely to do with 
organisation. 

Last year the homesteading farmers 
of Serra Talhada ('Carved Mountain') 
in NE Brazil realised a dream. After 16 
years of range war with the big cattle 
barons, they have a fence to protect 
their crops from marauding animals. 
Oxfam assisted the farmers' 
organisation, the local Rural Workers' 
Union, that led the campaign for the 
fence. 

One homesteader, Antonio, 
remembers their desperation before 
the fence went up. 'Always the cattle 
used to be roaming free. We'dplantour 
crops and the animals would come and 
eat them. We'd have to plant again, but 
we wouldn't get such a good yield 
because we'd missed the season. By the 
end of the year we wouldn't have 
enough to eat or enough to sell. ' 

For these subsistence farmers of the 
already arid northeast, it was like living 
through a permanent drought. 

So the farmers got together under 

the leadership of the Rural Workers' 
Union. For 16 years they held meetings 
and rallies; they made representations 
to the mayor and the town council for a 
municipal law requiring the cattle 
owners to fence in their herds. 

At first the cattle barons just 
laughed. But, as the campaign 
gathered support, violence flared. In 
1979, Union president Raimundo Felix 
da Silva was murdered. When the town 
council finally passed a fencing law in 

-·-"\!., • ...,.., 
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Encouraging 
self-reliance 

1986, hired gunslingers began to 
terrorise the farmers. 

Fence posts were torn down at night, 
the wire was cut, and crops were 
destroyed. In 1987 another farmers' 
leader, Adelmo da Sousa Lima, was 
shot dead. 

But the farmers stood firm and the 
fence went up. They are now 
harvesting twice as much as before. 
Antonio gesturing happily at a pile of 
drying beans, said: 'For you from 
outside this may not look like much. 
But let me tell you these are good beans. 
This is what we have now.' 

Urban social problems 
Community organisation is a crucial 
aspect of development both in a rural 
setting and an urban one. Many of the 
problems that people face have social 
causes. 

Drug addiction, and glue sniffing 
particularly, is on the increase in the 
slums of Santiago, the capital of Chile. 
Addicts tend to come from the poorest 
families living in squalid conditions 
where there is never enough to eat. 

A group called La Caleta, which 
means the place where young people 
go to sniff glue, is working with addicts 
in one of the hardest hit areas of the 

city. It has had remarkable success in 
giving new hope and a feeling of self 
worth to local families. Oxfam 
supports the project by covering 
salaries and running costs for the 
centre. 

The belief underlying the work of 
the team is that drug abuse is a social 
problem rather than an individual one. 
Help is given to young people in the 
context of general educational and 
organisational work within the 
community. 

The main effort goes into setting up 
self-help groups within the 
community. Volunteer monitors work 
in the slums forming groups of young 
glue sniffers and working with their 
families and other community 
organisations. 

Amongst other things addicts are 
given training so they can earn a living 
and some are found jobs with 
sympathetic employers. 

Work in the community includes 
explaining to the brothers and sisters of 
the addicts about the dangers of using 
drugs and helping the families with 
their financial problems by setting up 
craft workshops and soup kitchens. 

Most of the team's work has shown 
positive results. They estimate that up 

Indian women learn to read and write at a literacy class in El Alto, La Paz, 
10 Bolivia. 

to 50% of the young addicts with whom 
they work leave glue sniffing for ever 
while a further 30% reduce their 
consumption. 

Setting an example 
Beekeeping is well established in the 
Gabu region of Guinea Bissau but 
recently production has begun to 
decline as few young people have 
shown an interest in the activity. The 
honey produced by the villagers has 
traditionally been of low quality and 
does not fetch a good price. 

Two Canadian volunteers, backed 
by Oxfam, arc now working with 
people from twenty villages who want 
to break into the lucrative market for. 
high quality honey. Alongside the 
traditional hives, a new model has 
been introduced based on a hive used 
successfully in Kenya. A small 
honey-extraction unit has also been 
established. 

Traditionally, beekeeping is 
regarded as exclusively a man's job but 
women have become involved in the 
project through the production of 
beeswax candles using improved 
techniques. 

In order to support this level of 
activity the twenty villages have 
formed themselves into an association 
with an elected executive. Eventually 
this association will take over the 
running of the project completely. 

As well as providing improved 
incomes for the villagers and a future 
for some of the young who are now 
becoming interested in beekeeping, it 
is hoped that the project will also serve 
to demonstrate the value of 
cooperation between villages in a 
country where this is rare. 

Training 
Training can be of considerable benefit 
to individuals and communities, for 
example in helping people to find jobs. 

Association Najdeh, one of a 
number of organisations with which 
Oxfam works in the Lebanon, provides 
assistance to poor Lebanese and 
Palestinians. 

One of the ways in which Najdeh 
helps people is by teaching them basic 
trades. Centres in Beirut, Tyre and 
Sidon offer a range of courses 
including book-keeping, carpentry and 
knitting. 

The continuing fighting between 



Encouraging 
self-reliance 

PREDES 
Social organisation can be of great practical value in helping communities 
fight the effects of poverty. This was graphically illustrated last year in 
Chosica, Peru, when serious flooding of the Rimae River caused severe 
mudslides down the surrounding hills, killing many people and leaving 
hundreds homeless. 

Most of the people in Chosica are squatters. Because they are not there 
officially the authorities ignore their basic needs. The community has 
therefore developed in a totally unplanned way. 

The results of decades of gradual growth is a hillside scattered with 
makeshift homes and stripped of vegetation. It is this random settlement of 
the area which threatens the poor with disaster. 

In one part of the valley, however, PREDES, a Peruvian organisation 
backed by Oxfam, has been advising people on where to build, or rather 
where not to build, their homes. The objective is to keep the main channels 
free of obstructions so that mudslides do not demolish houses. The only 
effect of the landslide here was damage to a few houses. 

By planning their settlement the people working with PREDES were thus 
able to avert a potential tragedy, showing what can be done and thereby 
bringing hope to other parts of the community . 

• 

Repairing the walls which protect Chosica town, Peru, from flood aamage. 
Rimae Valley, Peru. 

Trainee learning carpentry skills at a 
centre for people with disabilities, 
Kingston, Jamaica. The articles 
produced by the workshop are sold to 
tourists. 

different militia groups and the 
resulting break-up of communities has 
caused huge problems during the year. 
Despite these difficulties N ajdeh 's staff 
continue to provide effective help. 

In addition to its training activities 
Najdeh performs valuable relief work, 
is involved in providing pre-school 
education and runs a series of 
embroidery workshops providing 
employment and a source of income. 

Credit and savings 
For many poor people lack of capital is 
a major stumbling block. Formal credit 
institutions like banks will not lend to 
people who have nothing to offer by 
way of security. A variety of other 
sources of loans usually exist, like the 
local money lender, but the high 
interest rates charged often lead 
people into debt. 

In two districts of Central Java, 
Indonesia, Oxfam is supporting an 
organisation called LP3ES which is 
helping poor landless people start 
credit and savings clubs. 

The members of each club make a 
regular contribution to a fund to which 
LP3ES also contributes an initial sum. 
Members of the groups are then able to 
borrow from the fund and use the 11 
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Encouraging 
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MakinR 'emping', a kind of crisp, from the fruit of the mlinjo tree. This woman 
is a member of a 'joint effort' group supported by LP3 ES. The women produce 
and market cmping from their home village, Kucen, lava. 

money to start up small productive 
enterprises. 

The amount of the monthly 
membership subscription and the rate 
of loan repayments arc decided by 
each group according to the members' 
ability to pay. 

The two districts arc well suited to 
the development of small home 
industries as communications are good 
and markets arc readily available. In 

one area where a new dam attracts 
large numbers of tourists, a group has 
opened up a restaurant. 

Social justice 
Programmes devoted to improving the 
condition of the poor will often raise 
issues of social justice. In many parts of 
the world the unequal distribution of 
wealth is obviously detrimental to the 
health and welfare of the poor. 

As the poor become organised and 
begin to seek a fairer share of national 
wealth they will often meet resistance 
from the vested interests of rich people 
and governments. While it is not 
Oxfam's prime responsibility to seek 
full political and legal rights for people, 
the problems caused by the absence of 
respect for basic justice cannot be 
ignored. 

In South Africa, domestic workers 
are amongst the most exploited 
sections of the black population. They 
have no legal entitlement to sick leave, 
unemployment insurance or even 
holidays. Almost all have to live-in and 
many become separated from families, 
including their own children, for years. 

The South African Domestic 
Workers' Union, which Oxfam helps 
fund, has 50,000 members. The union 
gives advice on pay and conditions and 
legal help. 

Margaret Nhlapo, the union's 
Publicity Officer, who visited Oxfam 
last year, says that since the start of the 
current state of emergency the plight of 
domestics has got worse, with a large 
increase in the number of reported 
assaults by employers. 

At the same time union staff have 
been detained and property and 
equipment destroyed by bomb attacks 
on buildings housing their offices. 



During 1987/88 
Oxfam spent 
£14,553,399 on 
emergencies, 
or 45°/o of 
total overseas 
expenditure. 

Distributing emergency supplies to 
villagers cut off by the floods which 
devastated Bangladesh in 1987. 

Mechanics Wodaju and Abraha 
repairing one of the fleet of trucks which 
serve the joint Oxfaml Save the 
Children Fund relief operation in 
Wollo, Ethiopia. 

Responding to 
• emergencies 

The most urgent and desperate 
needs which Oxfam responds 
to are the result of disasters

whether natural or man-made. In 
every case it is the poorest people 
who suffer most, living as they do at 
the very margin of existence. 

The response to an emergency 
must be fast and effective. First 
needs are likely to be food, water, 
shelter, clothing and health care. 

Oxfam 's aim in an emergency is 
to help people get back to normal 
as quickly as possible. This means 
following up the initial relief with 
recovery measures such as 
providing seeds and tools. 

For 1987/88 Oxfam was only able 
to allocate a modest £1.3 million 
from its own funds to cover 
catastrophes, a woefully 
inadequate sum given the level of 
need during the year. In fact Oxfam 
spent more than £14 million on 
emergency relief, the extra funds 
being provided by public appeals, 
the British Government (ODA), 
the EEC and other European 
agencies. 

Ethiopia 
Drought in 1987left 5 million people in 
Ethiopia desperately short of food. 
The worst affected provinces were 
those of Tigray and Eritrea where the 
war between rebel forces and the 
Ethiopian army makes relief work 
doubly difficult. 

Oxfam has concentrated on 
transporting food to distribution 
centres in Wollo and Tigray where 
people can collect supplies and then 
return home. In addition Oxfam water 
engineers have been working to ensure 
supplies of clean water at these centres. 

After the 1984/5 crisis, Oxfam and 
Save the Children Fund decided to 
maintain the trucking fleet which they 
had built up as a safeguard against 
future threats of famine. The fleet of 
trucks has moved thousands of tons of 
food to distribution points during the 
year. 

Most food distribution is from the 
main road running north-south 
between the port of Massawa and the 
capital Addis Ababa. But the fighting 
in the north means that many of the 

affected people cannot be reached 
from this road. 

Food for these people is being 
brought overland from across the 
Sudanese border- a long and 
hazardous route. 

In Tigray farmers have been forced 
to sell their cattle to buy food, but 
because so many people want to sell 
prices are low. 

Oxfam has helped to buy cattle from 
farmers at a fair price. The animals are 
moved to drought free areas and will 
be redistributed once the grazing has 
recovered and farmers are able to 
pasture their herds again. 

Sudan 
Hundreds of thousands of people have 
been displaced within Sudan as a result 
of fighting between government troops 
and southern based rebels. Over 
50,000 people have fled to the town of 
Juba alone, where relief supplies have 
been delivered. 

Oxfam has been working with other 
relief agencies distributing food to 
affected people in a highly tense 
situation. 

Some people have left the war zone 
altogether; many for the western 
provinces of Darfur and Kordofan 
where they arrived in a terrible state 
having lost most of their possessions. 

Many arrived in an area where roads 
become impassable in the rains and 
more than 16,000 people had to be 
evacuated by Oxfam to another area 
where food could reach them. 

Mozambique 
Terror attacks by the South African 
backed MNR continue to cause havoc 
in Mozambique as millions of people 
are driven from their homes and their 
fields destroyed. Now drought has 
added to the people's difficulties. 

Fatima Cassan was in her hut 
preparing a fire to cook breakfast when 
the MN R attacked her village last year. 
Hearing the gunfire she fled with her 
five children, walking all of the 
following night until she reached the 
provincial capital, Lichinga. She had 
no news of her husband and had lost all 
of her possessions. 

Her story is typical of many 
thousands of Mozambiquans, yet she 
was relatively lucky. Her husband had 
also survived the attack and the family 
were later reunited. Many other 13 



14 

Responding to 
emergencies 

Health Centre in Murrambula, Mozambique, destroyed by M N R rebels on their withdraw[ from the town. A clinic has now 
reopened in the shell of the building. 

people lost relatives and friends in the 
raid. 

Oxfam has provided food, clothing 
and shelter to meet the immediate 
needs of those fleeing the attacks, 
followed by seeds and agricultural 
tools to help people get started again. 
Relief efforts have concentrated on the 
worst affected provinces of Zambezia 
and Niassa. 

Oxfam is also helping an estimated 
500,000 Mozambiquan refugees in 
Malawi. 

India and Bangladesh 
During the year many parts of India 
were gripped by a drought which was 
described as the most severe this 
century. In the worst affected states of 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Orissa, Haryana 
and Punjab rainfall was as much as 
60'Yo below normal levels. 

There was little water for people or 
their animals and work has been hard 
to find, especially for landless 
agricultural labourers who depend on 
seasonal work for a living. 

In the short term Oxfam has been 
helping by providing work on water 
supply and land improvement 
schemes, and by supplying fodder for 
animals. 

Heavy rains from June to September 
1987, meanwhile, caused flooding in 
the northeast of the country and in 
neighbouring Bangladesh. Millions of 
people lost their homes and their crops 
were destroyed. 

Large areas of stagnant water 
became a major source of disease while 
water-logged soil delayed planting of 
the winter crop thereby slowing down 
recovery. 

Oxfam responded with emergency 
food, shelter and medicines and then, 
once the situation had stabilised, with 
funding for rehabilitation programmes. 

Pastoralists in drought stricken 
Rajasthan, India, moving eastwards in 
search of water and grazing. 



How Oxfam allocated its funds overseas 
during the year 1987/88. 

Agriculture 8% 

Health 15% 

Social 
Development 32% 

... 

\:· 

. ,~ 

Emergencies 45% 
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How every £1 generously entrusted 
to Oxfam is used. 
Five year average 1983-88 

Overseas Aid Programme 
and Education Work 81p 

Administration 3p 

Shop Development 
& Working Capital 4p 

Fundraising Costs 12p 

Income and Allocations Figures 
for the year ended 30th April 1988 
Amounts shown are £'000s 

INCOME 
Donations 
Oxfam Shops (net of operating costs) 
Oxfam Trading and Wastesaver 

17,871 
17,605 

2,545 
11,482 

--- ---=2,8_05 
___ 52,308 

Other Agencies 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL INCOME 

ALLOCATIOc_::N-=-S_ 

Balance Sheet 
as at 30th April 1988 
Amounts shown are £'000s 

Fixed Assets 
Current Assets 
Less Current Liabilities 
Net Current Assets 
Deferred Income 

Relief and Overseas Aid Fund 
Programme Guarantee Fund 
Capital Fund 

21,167 
17.359 

13,851 

3,808 
--- --- (525) 

_p,134 

Grants to Overseas Programmes 
Implementation of Overseas Programme 
~lanke_~_9n(j_ Clothing_ __ _ 

30,566 
4,968 
2,197 

37,731 
___2,_501 

~pecial (Restricted) Funds ___ _ 

2,874 
323 

13,811 
126 

TOTAL OVERSEAS PROGRAMME 
~dUCC!1ion an(j~ampaigning Programme __ 

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS ~.23_~ 

EXPENSES 
Fund raising 
Administration 
Transfer to Capital Fund 

Transfer to Programme Guarantee Fund 
9Cl!ried f<:nwar(j to 1988/89 Programme 

16 TOTAL ALLOCATIONS AND EXPENSES 

6,404 
1,839 
1,541 

9,784 
323 

__ 1,96~ 

-- 52,308 

Amounts are based on the 
accounts for financial year 
May 1987 to April1988. 
Summary accounts or the 
full audited accounts are 
available from the 
Information Department. 

_17,134 



Where the Budget 
real/ hurts. 

THIS YEAR'S BUDGETwillleave Oxfam worse off 
in 1988 -lower tax-rates reduce the income 
charities receive from tax reclaimed on 
covenanted donations. 

After a year of unprecedented demands for 
emergency relief and development funds, 
Oxfam stands to lose approximately 
£119,200. 

This sum is equivalent to the cost of two 
months' emergency food supply for almost 
6,000 families in drought-stricken areas of 
Ethiopia. 

Your wind-fall- our short-fall. 
Many tax-payers will be delighted to get, on 

average, an additional £10.92 per month- the 
cost of a CD, or new video film. 

But some of our partners in the third world will 
have to be told that requests for urgently 
needed funds must be turned down. 

Just £10 will provide a month's 
emergency food ration for a hungry 
Ethiopian family. 

Help Oxfam make up the short-fall. . -------------, 
I 

Here's my donation to make up the short-fall: I 
Duo D £25 D £5o D uoo £ __ _ 

I Good. news: giving through your Pay \RvuM\\~n~l 
I 

is now extended to £20 a month. . ..un zy . 1 
Tick. j for details. 

~~~ I 
1 Address I 

1 Post code I 
Send to: Oxfam, RoomOB34. FREEPOST. Oxford OX2 7BR. L...-------------1 hunger d1sease exolo1tat1on ~fld poverty 1n Afr1ca 

df:'veloPment research andPubl•c educatiOn 

! : l who wi!l get your. .. 1
·-/1;·· ~~! !henyoumakeawill, 

~/~'/ gojfdubs ... stamps .. ? l· books ... sousaphone .... 

UK 
activities 
FUNDRAISING 
I nco me for 1987/H8 stands at an 
all-time record of £52.3 million after a 
year which has seen both dramatic new 
needs and a heartening and 
encouraging response from the public 
in many ways. 

In May, a DEC appeal for 
Mozambique, to which donors and 
public alike responded generously, 
boosted planned appeals income 
substantially. And in December a 
further DEC appeal was launched for 
Ethiopia, once again in the news, 
though this time the public response 
was not quite as great as in 1984. 

January and February saw the 
dramatic contribution of Comic Relief 
as the British public rushed to buy red 
plastic noses at their local Oxfam 
shops. The appeal culminated in a day 
of fundraising pranks and an evening 
television extravaganza on 5 February. 
By the end of April around £14 million 
had been raised of which Oxfam will 
receive 40'X, . 

We also received during the year 
around £1 million from USA for 
Africa, the US counterpart of Band 
Aid, as part of its winding down 
process. 

The unsung heroes of the year have 
been those supporters who have not 
only continued to recognise the value 
of their donations to the poor overseas, 
but have increased their covenants. 
The further 2% cut in the basic rate of 
tax announced in the 1988 budget 

reduces Oxfam's covenant income by 
£120,000 over a 12 month period. 
Fortunately our covenantors rapidly 
stepped in and more than made up the 
difference. 

Our only disappointment this year 
has been the decline in the number of 
legacies received. Oxfam 's legacy team 
is renewing its efforts to try to persuade 
·supporters to remember Oxfam in 
their wills. 

Visits by a handful of major donors 
to Oxfam projects and the training in 
the UK of fundraisers from partner 
organisations overseas have widened 
our fundraising horizons. 

During the year we completed a 
lengthy research exercise which has 
revealed how widely Oxfam is known 
and respected in the UK and Ireland. 
The results will be of usc in directing 
future fundraising activities. Early 
preparation has now begun for 
Oxfam's golden jubilee in 1992 which 
will afford us a major opportunity to 
get our message across to the public. 

Further changes in the rules for 
Payroll Giving as well as its growing 
acceptance by the public have 
contributed to an encouraging growth 
in income from this source. 

This year we have been fortunate in 
securing the sponsorship of Lloyds 
Bank for the Annual Review. Lloyds 
join a growing number of companies 
including IBM and Northern Foods 
who have lent support to Oxfam during 
the year. 

Two of Oxfam's Somali stajj; Sulecka (left) and Lui sport red noses during 
Comic Relief day. 17 
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British school children using the 
educational Alaro pack based on 
traditional textile designs from West 
Africa. 

The launch of the 1987 Hungry for 
Change Fast on the theme of 

IX government aid policy. 

YOUTH EDUCATION 
With the progress of the new GCSE 
examinations and the impending 
introduction of a new national 
curriculum, the greatest changes for 
more than a generation are occurring 
in our schools. Oxfam's Youth and 
Education staff have contributed to the 
debate in the local education sphere as 
well as tendering advice through MPs 
and Ministers. We are fortunate that 
Oxfam's experience of contributing a 
global perspective to education in this 
country sets our credibility and 
reputation so high within the education 
profession. Whilst the practical work 
with teachers and youth workers 
continues unabated, careful 
consideration is being given to the new 
challenges for integrating Oxfam's 
concerns and values into the subjects 
laid down for the national curriculum. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
CAMPAIGNING 
Prior to the General Election last year, 
candidates from all parties were 
reminded of the anger and concern of 
ordinary citizens at the suffering of the 
Third World poor. As 'Walk for the 
World' passed through the 
constituencies, the Herculean efforts 
of Oxfam supporters and area staff did 
much to lay the ground for a more 
purposeful dialogue between 
supporters and their MPs in the first 
year of the new Parliament. 

For the Autumn Fast the theme was 
Government Aid, and the Campaigns 
Unit published Oxfam's 'White Paper' 
on Aid. There was a modest increase in 
money raised by the Fast for Oxfam 's 
work. Vigorous and imaginative 
initiatives by staff and supporters were 
rewarded with significant increases in 
support in several areas. 

In July 1987 Oxfam hosted a visit by 
Uch Kim An and Dr My Samedy from 
Kampuchea. They were warmly 
welcomed in Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Belfast, Dublin and Newcastle as well 
as Oxford. In November we facilitated 
a visit by two MPs, one Conservative 
one Labour, to Kampuchea. This 
resulted in heightened parliamentary 
interest. 

In the early part of 1988 Oxfam 
launched a full scale campaign to 
remind people of the horror of Pol Pot 
and the real threat of his return to 
power, as well as the need for official 

aid and the injustice of its being 
withheld. 

February saw the publication, in 
conjunction with a number of other 
agencies, of 'Punishing the Poor
The International Isolation of 
Kampuchea' which has already sold 
thousands of copies. Other materials, 

PUNISHING -mE-POOR 
The International Isolation 

of Kampuchea 

EY \ \IYSLflilEC 

including an outstanding audio visual 
presentation of the recent history of 
Kampuchea, have been produced to 
support the campaign. 

Central America Week, with the 
theme of 'Peace for People- People 
for Peace', was a stimulating and 
satisfying event in March 1988. In 
different centres all over the country 
people recounted personal 
'Testimony' of the experiences of the 
poor in this troubled region. 

On South Africa, many staff and 
supporters maintained letter-writing 
and other action on behalf of Oxfam 's 
partners in detention under the two 
year old State of Emergency. In 
September 1987 Oxfam areas 
welcomed Margaret Nhlapo from the 
Domestic Workers' Union; a number 
of memorable meetings included one 
with the TUC General Secretary, 
Norman Willis. 

Oxfam 2000, the network for 
individual campaigning supporters, 
made a valuable contribution to a 
number of issues of concern to Oxfam, 
including Aid, the debt crisis, Central 
America and Kampuchea. 

Throughout the year, Oxfam 
continued its involvement in the 
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development of Local Authority 
support for North-South issues and 
advised on a number of community 
linking schemes. 

Oxfam also maintained its support 
for the issue of appropriate medicines 
and marketing in Third World 
countries with the secondment of a 
staff member to act as Coordinator of 
Health Action International. 

SHOPS 
At the end of the financial year Oxfam 
had 830 shops selling both donated 
goods and overseas handcrafts. 
Charity shop trading, which Oxfam 
pioneered, is becoming increasingly 
important for more and more charities 
in what is now a busy retail sector. 

A new source of funds for Oxfam are 
the thirteen shops selling donated 
second-hand furniture. 

A substantial number of Oxfam 
shops now display the new look and 

The Wimbledon Oxfam shop 
displaying the new look. 

provide a bright and frienQly place to 
work in. Our 25,000 shop volunteers 
continue to make a huge contribution 
to Oxfam through their dedication and 
hard work. 

OXFAM TRADING 
Oxfam Trading reported another 
successful year with sales to the public 
exceeding £8 million. The major outlet 
continues to be the Oxfam shops, 
where sales rose by 20% over the 
previous year. Approximately 2 
million mail order catalogues were 
distributed in order to generate direct 
sales and also to advertise the 
availability in most Oxfam shops of 
handcrafts made by small enterprises 
in many of the countries where Oxfam 
is working. 

The development and sale of such 
products in order to create 
employment and generate extra 
income remains the primary objective 

of Oxfam Trading, and during the year 
these sales again rose significantly. 
More purchases were made from the 
newer supply countries of Thailand 
and Peru, and it was particularly 
pleasing that the new textiles, clothing, 
and jewellery items were very popular. 

During the year a Producer 
Information Service was introduced to 
fulfil two main functions- firstly to 
help handcraft producer groups with 
information on trends and design in the 
British market, and secondly to tell our 
customers and supporters more about 
the producers and their communities. 

As part of its planning process 
Oxfam Trading is carrying out a 

detailed analysis of the opportunities 
to assist producer groups in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, both by 
purchasing and by helping with 
information and design, and the results 
of this work will be available during the 
current year. 

WASTES AVER 
Oxfam's Wastesaver plant in 
Huddersfield, which recycles donated 
clothes not good enough to be sold in 
the shops, made record profits last 
year. Wastesaver is a very successful 
venture and commands a major place 
in the second-hand textile and clothing 
market. 

A woman from Juliaca, Peru, knitting one of the very popular alpaca sweaters 
sold by Oxfam Trading. 19 
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Cover photos 
Right: 
A child is vaccinated against measles 
and tuberculosis- part of a UNICEF 
sponsored programme in Somalia. 
Ministry of Health vaccinators travelled 
with an Oxfam team ·which was 
surveying nutritional needs in the area. 
Photo: Carol Williams 

Centre: 
Cutting down straw after the dry season 
rice harvest in Svay Rieng, Kampuchea. 
Photo: Pete Brabban 

Left: 
Traditional instrument-making 
workshop, La Paz, Bolivia. 
Photo: Julio Etchart 

Back cover: 
Food store in south-west Eritrea, where 
food is repacked for shipment into the 
drought-affected areas. 
Photo: Mike Goldwater 
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