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The U.S. Bombing of Kapisa Villages

Photo: Agence France Presse, October 28, 2001

On Monday, October 29th, citing Reuters, The Times of India report
from Kabul,

"a US bomb flattened a flimsy mud-brick home in Kabul on ‘Sunday
blowing apart seven children as they ate breakfast with their father.
The blast shattered a neighbour's house killing another two.chlldren
..... the houses were in a residential area called Qalaye Khat_|r near a
hill where the hard-line Taliban militia had placed an anti-aircraft

gun nl8 5

The Afghan towh of Charikar, 60 kms north of Kabul, has been the
recipient of many US bombs and missiles. On Saturday, November
US bombs killed two entire families -- one of 16 members and the o

of 14 -- perished, together in the same house.'”

On the same day, bomb strikes in Khanabad near Kunduz, k_illed 101
people. A refugee, Mohammed Rasul, recounts himself burying 11 p
pulled out of ruins there [ibid].

Multiply these scenes by a couple hundred and _the reality'on-the—gr
in the Afghan October and November is approx1mat§d. This same re
is blithely dismissed by the Pentagon and the compllan.t.U.S". corpor.
media with "the claims could not be independently verlﬁeq, V\‘/'herec
military press calls reports of high civilian casualties as bemgl inflat
air."29 Another comments on the "humanity of the.a'irl war." Ygt

another, wails about too much press coverage of cwullf‘m casualties |
media unable to understand that some civilian casualties must occu

that "what IS newsworthy is that so many bombs hit their targets".-

Little mention made in the U.S mainstream press.23 'Even better, se
weeks into the war, a reporter for the Los Angeles Times could write
without shame,

"....although estimates are still largely guesses, some experts believ
that more than 1,000 Taliban and opposition troops have probably

» 1 H /4
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dead and 25 seriously injured.>?

Faced with such discrepancies, to me the most credible source is the
doctor: 15 died. The similar figure is also mentioned in The Times
[November 1, 2001], The Independent [October 31, 2001], and in t
Reuters and AFP reports, as well as in Pakistan's leading English dai
DAWN [November 1, 2001]. In Appendix 2, [ present additional de
analysis of discrepancies and the lying in the mainstream media.

The oft-mentioned difficulties of getting accurate figures of impact ¢
from aerial bombing need not detract from attempting to carry out
study.3zaTo refrain invites leaving the terrain of public conversation
occupied by the dubious assertions of the involved participants [e.g
Pentagon and U.S State Department]. The bombing incidents descri
this report mostly involve Afghan civilians killed by virtue of proximi
what U.S military planners deemed were "military targets." For exatr
nine mosques in five provinces were bombed, killing more than 100
civilians.

Ms. King of the A.P., reports on an incident which took place on Sat
October 13th . The civilian areas of Qala Mir Abas and Qala Wakil w:

as part of the U.S bombing of Kabul airport.?*® The Pentagon admit
that an incorrectly programmed 'smart bomb' missed a military heli

at Kabul airport and fell into a residential neighborhood.**“ Whereas
Taliban claimed that 4 civilians had been killed, Ms. King mentions t
A.P. correspondent who went to the scene was able to only 'confirm
civilian death.

My dossier cites major British [2], Pakistani [3], and U.S [1] newsp:
which mention a figure of four.>29 A 2,000 Ib. JDAM bomb was drop
from a Navy F-18 in a pre-dawn raid upon a series of mud homes ir
Qala Mir Abas neighborhood, 2 kms. south of Kabul airport, killing fc
and injuring eight . The four killed included women and children. Th
figure of four seems the most plausible: it is cited in six newspapers
the bomb was very large - hitting a neighborhood at a time when pe
were sleeping.

Our tabulation represents a serious underestimate of actual civilian
casualties : for many entries, no specific figures were given with no

being made of "many", "scores", "dozens", or "countless" casualties
and data is simply unavailable in many cases, e.g., no data availabl
November 3, 4, 11 and 13, and for the effects of massive carpet-bo
by B-52s after October 30th. For example, on November 17th, mas:
carpet-bombing of Khanabad in Kunduz province, killed over 150

civilians.>4 As has been amply commented upon elsewhere, the
widespread bombing has also stopped truck traffic [carrying supplie
has contributed to the utter collapse of Afghanistan's hospital syster

the heavily bombed areas like Kandahar [as staff fear going to work
No account is taken here either of bombing causing indirect casualti

http://www.cursor.org/stories/civilian_deaths.htm 4/22/2004
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[e.g., from lack of water, power, medical care, etc.]. The Afghan ho
system had collapsed by late October under the bombing onslaught

hospital staff fled for safety.?® Those wounded able to, head off to ¢
in Pakistan, while "those too wounded or poor to make the journey
been left to die in their homes in Kandahar" [ibid]. In Kabul's 300 b

children's hospital, supplies ran out and most of the staff fled.?’

The report raises trenchant questions about mainstream U.S reporti
and official government claims, about the alleged accuracy of so-cal
'smart' weapons, and about the revealed differential values put |
human lives by U.S military strategists and their political bosses. Or
thing which the mainstream press states and with which we do conc
that U.S bombing 'works' to achieve its goal -- defeat the oppositior
whether in the Persian Gulf War, the Bosnian air campaign, or Koso

and now Afghanistan.38

on November 7th, U.S heavy bombers obliterated the village of Kt
Aga in Kapisa province, located 34 miles north of Kabul, as part of
new carpet-bombing phase of the air war in the plains north of Kabt
bombing was captured in a photo by the A.P.:

Smoke rises after a U.S. airstrike on the village of Khanaqa, 34 miles from k
American jets dropped dozens of bombs late yesterday and today [Nov 7, 20
Taliban positions defending the Afghan capital. (AP photo)

[photo from : www sunspot net/news/custom/attack/bal-bombing 111 to ]
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abandoned Taliban training camp.50

In many instances, U.S. bombs fall on spots without any military
significance. On October 25th, a U.S. bomb hit a fully loaded city bt

Kabuli Gate, in Kandahar, incinerating 10-20 passengers.[”Another
typical example was provided when U.S. planes bombed the mount:
village of Gluco, located on the Khyber Pass, on Sunday and Monda

[November 18-19th], killing seven villagers.5/ The village was far a'
from any military facilities. A reporter for The Telegraph visited Gluc

noting:

"their wooden homes looked like piles of charred matchsticks.
Injured mules lay braying in the road along the mountain pass that
stank of sulphur and dead animals...."

The wheat trader, Noor Mohamed, recounted the effects of U.S. bor
on the highways of Afghanistan. Noor travels the Chaman to Ghazni
for his wheat business. During the week of November 29th, he saw
burnt-out, twisted, still smoking mess just north of Kandahar of a 1
fuel convoy. The charred remains of the drivers and all the dozens ¢
unfortunate souls who had bargained for a ride to Chaman, sickenet

Noor.”3

A refugee, Abdul Nabi, told the AFP on October 24th, upon arriving
refugee camp on the Pakistan border, how he had seen two groups
bodies -- 13 and 15 corpses -- remainders of civilians near bombed

trucks on the road between Herat and Kandahar.”? Our data reveals
this U.S. attack was carried out on October 22nd, against four truck

carrying fuel oil.

Fleeing refugees have become the Pentagon's "new targets of

opportunity." During the couple weeks since November 25th , nume
first-hand reports tell how hovering U.S aircraft seeking out "targets
opportunity" in the Kandahar region, have fired missiles and droppe

bombs upon fleeing taxis, trucks, and buses.”> A 39 year old, Afgha
refugee in a Quetta hospital, Rukia, who lost her family of five child
December 3rd when a U.S bomb was dropped upon her neighborhot
Kandahar, tells a typical story. She fled Kandahar before she could |
her children, as she was wounded in her stomach and had her left a
shattered in the bomb blast. She was nearly bombed again on the
Kandahar to Spin Boldak highway, as a relative was driving her to a
hospital in Quetta. Rukia said,

"They're bombing anything that moves. It's not true that they
bomb civilians by accident. They're targeting the innocent people
instead of Osama bin Laden." [emphasis added by M.H., ibid].

On December 4th, an ambulance in Kandahar was struck killing foul

December 2nd, a jeep carrying civilians was hit near Spin Boldak kil
15. On December 1st, Reuters [12/1/01] reported a U.S attack on f

http://www.cursor.org/stories/civilian_deaths.htm 4/22/2004
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Conclusion: This dossier has presented detailed and reliable inform
about the large number of civilians killed in U.S. bombing and missi
attacks on Afghanistan since October 7th. Naturally, some might se:
dismiss parts or all of the report by attacking the sources employed
to do so would mean having to accuse news agencies from many

countries, reporters from many countries, and newspapers from ma
countries of lying. We have sought to cite whenever possible multip
sources. The specific, detailed stories provided by victims, on-lookel

and refugees lend credibility.

Natasha Walter8® has eloquently stated our responsibility:

"They are far away from us, it's true, but their grief still rises from
television screens and news reports. And this time around, we are
implicated. These people are suffering from terror visited on them
from the West. Yes, I know they have also suffered over the years
from the evils of their fundamentalist rulers but we now share the
blame for their plight. If it were not for the missiles the West has
sent into Kandahar and Kunduz, these children whose faces we now
see in our newspapers would not have had to take to the roads,
desperately trudging the hills and deserts and sitting in tents on a

bare plain.

And don't think that just because they have suffered so much during
the last generation that their grief is any the less now. Or because
they don't get obituaries in The New York Times that each of the
civilian lives lost in Afghanistan isn't as precious to their loved ones
as the people who died in the Twin Towers."

-30 --

Table 1. Cumulative Civilian Deaths in Afghanistan
[red line: our data is red line, and blue line is Taliban reporting]

2000 :
1750 /
1500 / —e
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killed and more than 40 were injured, said Bibi Hawa.

Bibi Hawa and her 6 yr old niece

Appendix 2. Analysis of
Discrepancies and Lying in
Mainstream Corporate Media

| have chosen to analyze more closely one [of literally hundreds possible]
newspaper article published in a major British newspaper, as representative c

lies and distortion found in the mainstream press.®’ The authors solemniy intc
fewer Afghan civilians have been killed by American bombs than is claimed b
Taliban propaganda." Citing "an intelligence report obtained by The Sunday
Telegraph" which is purported to have employed data gathered by satellite an
unmanned reconnaissance aircraft, they allege that most Taliban claims are
falsehoods and propaganda. They then present a listing of Taliban claims anc
Truth" per intelligence report. No independent research is carried out by the
reporters who merely cite the intelligence report! | publish below both "The Cle
and 'The Truth', followed in the last column by my own assessment. Five incic
during October 2001 are examined. These five bombing attacks alone. in our
estimate, resulted in a minimum of 239 dead Afghan civilians!

Who is lying?

My assessment:

Date of | Taliban Pentagon/State
u.S. ‘claim' as Department "truth’:
bombing |stated in the

'report':

October [ Bombed Hit military base on ; Two jets bomb the mo

11

Karam village,
200 killed.

http://www.cursor.org/stories/civilian_deaths.htm

hillside. While possible | village of Karam comp

civilians killed, Taliban
claims are predictably
exaggerated

| of 60 mud houses dur

dinner after evening pr
time, killing 100-160 In
Karam alone. Reporter
DAWN, the Guardian,
Independent, Internatic
Herald Tribune, the

| Scotsman, the Observ
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and BBC News.

October
18

Missile hits
civilian homes
in Kabul, killing
civilians

Pentagon
acknowledges a stray
missile accidentally
struck a populated
Kabul area, killing or
injuring civilians.

In early a.m., F-18 dro
2.000 Ib JDAM bombs
the dirt-poor Qila Meer
neighborhood, 2 kms.
of Kabul airport, killing
Reported in : Afghan I
Press, Los Angeles Tii
Frontier Post, Pakistar
Observer, the Guardia
BBC News.

October
21

Bombed Herat
hospital, killing
100+ civilians.

Pentagon admits
missing military
barracks, but says
hospital is "considerable
distance" from where
bomb landed and bomb
blast unlikely to cause
civilian deaths.

|
|

|F-18 dropped a 1 UOE
| cluster bomb on & 200

military hospital and
mosque, missing the t
by 500-1000 meters.
Reported in Afghan Isl
Press, Pakistan News
Service, Frontier Post,
Guardian, Times of Inc
Agence France Presse
by the U.N.

October
29

Hit mosque in
Kandahar,
killing civilians.
Note; | have
NOT been
able to find
this Taliban
claim.

No air strike in the
general area. Claimis a

lie.

A pre-dawn bombing r.
and 8-9 cluster bombs
on October 24th on the
mosque in the village ¢

|Ishag Sulaiman near F

killing 20. Reported in
Agence France Presse
Reuters, DAWN, the H

etc.

October
31

Red Crescent
clinic in
Kandahar hit,
killing 11.

A military target was hit-i

and a Red Crescent
hospital was in vicinity --
100s of meters away
and was undamaged.

Pre-dawn rai‘d‘,F"l 8 dr]
2,000 Ib JDAM bomb ¢

|clinic, killing 15-25. Thi

clinic is reduced to a

mangled mess of iron
concrete [photo]. Repc
in : DAWN, the Times,
Independent, the Guar

| Reuters, and Agence |
| Presse

Appendix 3. The Aerojet/Honeyw
CBU-87 Cluster Bomb

The U.S. delivers app

civilians as part of 'Enduring Freedom'

Sunday,

evenina and is kille

November 25th, Kalakan villa
d as he walks on one of the cBU

htlp://www.cursor.org/storics/civilian_dculhs.hlm

rox. 14,500 land mines by ‘air delivery' to Afg

ge. A farmer returns to his village in
-87's 202 bomblets
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25 the mainstream media operated in similar fashion during the Gulf War and the subsequent air attacks ol
Abuminah and Rani Masri examined 1,000 articles in major newspapers with the key word 'lrag' duting the
the December 1998 Iraq bombings, and found only 78 articles using the key words 'civilian' or ‘civilians’, se
Abuminah and Rani Masri, “The Media's Deadly Spin Over Iraq," in Anthony Arove and Ali Abuminah [eds
Under Siege: The Deadly Impact of Sanctions and War [London: Pluto Press, 2000].

26 James Carroll, "This War is Not Just," The Boston Globe [November 27,2001): A17.

26 photographs of specific incidents are available at RAWA, "Afghanistan Under the U.S Strikes," October
at: http://rawa fancymarketing.net/s-photos.htm

27 Duncan Campbell, "U.S Buys All Satellite War Images," The Guardian [October 17, 2001]. Also "US M
Buys Rights to Satellite Images. The Deal Keeps Other Eyes Off the War Zone and Allows a Different Look
Petersberg Times [October 16, 2001], citing an A.P. story.

28 from Felicity Lawrence, "A War Without Witnesses," The Guardian [October 11, 2001].
29 633 Civilians Killed, Four U.S Planes Downed: AIP," Dawn [November 7, 2001).

30 photographs of specific incidents are available at RAWA, "Afghanistan Under the U.S Strikes," October
at: hitp://rawa.fancymarketing.net/s-photos.htm

31 Andrew Gumbel, "Who is Winning the War of Lies?" The Independent [November 4, 2001]), but also "U.:
Bomb Hospital," The Independent [October 31, 2001].

32 a photo of the bombed facility and newspaper report from the A.P., is available: "Heavy Bombers Over t
Afghan Skies," at; wwwphi!!yburbsCom/terrorlnewsﬂ101ta\iban htm

32a As mentioned in Laura King, "In Bomb-Battered Afghanistan, An Accurate Count Nearly Impossible to
By," AP Worldstream [October 19, 2001].

32bSee "The Sustained U.S Bombing of Afghanistan is Killing Innocent People," Saudi-Online.com [Octobt
2001], citing Arab News.

32clLuke Harding, "Stray Missile Had Wrong Coordinates," The Guardian [October 15, 2001].

32d At http://pubpages.unh.edu/~mwherold under October 13th . The incident was reported in - The Gu:
[October 15, 2001], the Los Angeles Times [October 14, 2001], Out There News [October 13, 2001 the Fi
Post [October 14, 2001), BBC News [October 29, 2001], Pakistan Observer [October 14, 2001), and Pakist
Service [October 14, 2001].

33 for example, indiscriminate cluster bombing around Jalalabad on November 10-11th was commented u
doctors at the local public health hospital, "the death toll is countless" ["US Bombing Kills Countless Civiliar
Pakistan Observer [November 12, 2001].

34 Justin Huggler, "Carpet Bombing Kills 150 Civilians in Frontline Town," The Independent [Novembe
2001].

35 "Afghan Hospital System Collapses. Injured Civilians Forced to Cross Border," Pakistan News Service |
28, 2001].

36"Afghan Hospital System Collapses. Injured Civilians Force to Cross Border," The Frontier Post [Dctobel
2001).

37"War Sharpens Suffering in Kabul," The Frontier Post [October 30, 2001]
38 Fareed Zakaria, "Face the Facts: Bombing Works," Newsweek at www.msnbe com/news i

39 Ira Chernus, "Is Afghanistan War Worth the Price?" CommonDreams NewsCenter [November 1%, 2001
hitp://commondreams.org/views01/1119-07 htm

40 anpther specious argument advanced by the Rumsfeld-Bush team is that civilian deaths were caused b
anti-aircraft shells falling back to earth. The U.S propaganda effort is well illustrated in a document prepare
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State Department titled "Catalogue of Lies" disputing Taliban claims and published in "Response (o Terror,
Angeles Times [November 8, 2001]. My discussion parallels that of John Nichol, "The Myth of Precision" T
Guardian [October 29, 2001].

41 for a counter, see "Pentagon Says 'Taliban Hiding Among Civilians'" at Indymedia [October 24, 2001], ¢
www.indymedia.org/print php3?article_id=78276

42 Richard Lloyd Parry, "Families Blown Apart, Infants Dying. The Terrible Truth of This 'Just War'," The
Independent [October 25, 2001].

43 From John Nichol, op. cit.

44 Sayed Salahuddin, "Eight Die From One Family in Kabul Raid," at XTRAMSN [October 22, 2001}, at
http:/ixtramsn.co.nz/news/0,,5954-831834,00.html

45 "Cluster Bombs Are New Danger to Mine Clearers," The Times [October 26, 2001] also at :
www landmineacti rg/news78.asp. See also Mennonite Central Committee, "Clusters of Death " at
www.mee.org/clusterbomb/reportichapter . htm#5EB2

46an internal British Ministry of Defence report estimated that 60% of the 531 cluster bombs dropped by th
during the conflict in Kosovo missed their intended target or remained unaccounted for. On average . hetwe
12% of the bomblets fail to explode according to U.N estimates [from Richard Taylor-Norton, 'US Deploys

Controversial Weapon. B-52s Scour Country for Troop Convoys to Attack," The Guardian [October 12, 200

47 see Pakistan News Service - PSN [October 20, 2001] and Amy Waldman, "Bomb Remnants Increase V'
New York Times [November 23, 2001).

48 Kathleen Kenna, "Afghanistan Conditions Deteriorating," The Toronto Star [December 4, 2001)

49 "3 Afghan Children Killed Amassing Scrap of American Bombs," Pakistan News Service [November 26,
"One dies, six injured as cluster bomb explodes," The Frontier Post [November 27, 2001].

50 The Hindustan Times [November 24, 2001].

51 Own Brown, "Bus Hit' Claim as War of Words Hots Up," The Guardian [October 26, 2001]

52 Phillip Smucker, "Village of Death Casts Doubts over U.S Intelligence," The Telegraph [November 21, 2
53 Paul Harris in Chaman, "Warlords Bring New Terror," The Observer [December 2, 2001]

54 "UN Says Bombs Struck Mosques, Village as Civilian Casualties Mount," Agence France Presse in Kab
24th |, cited in The Singapore News [October 24, 2001].

55Tasgola Karla Bruce in Quetta, "Terminate America: Message from a Mother in Mourning," Sydney Mor
Herald [December 8, 2001].

56 Times of India [December 3, 2001].

57Chris Foley in Quetta, "Kandahar, A City of Misery and Rubble" Agence France-Presse [AFP}, Decemb
2001.

58mentioned in Dawn [December 9, 2001].

59 John MacLachlen Gray, "The Terrible Downside of 'Working the Dark Side'" The Toronto Globe & Mail
31, 2001]:R3.

60 the Spanish-American War does not qualify as it was waged on the land of Afro-Cubans

61 Tim Wise, "Consistently Inconsistent: Rhetoric Meets Reality in the War on Terrorism " al ZNET [Hoven
2001], at : www.zmag.org/wiseconsist.htm

62*mentioned in BBC News Online [October 23, 2001].
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