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Stresses Cooperation, Meeting 
Assistance Among Associations 

A two day meeting of representatives of Middle East· 
ern Student Associations and American Friends of The 
Middle East staff members was held on December 2 7 
and 28. Representing the Associated Students of Af, 
ghanistan were: Haffizullah Amin, Mahmud Sooma 
and M. H . Razi. 

Some of the specific results of these sessions are as fol, 
lows: 

Agreement was reached whereby the Organization of 
Arab Students, when sending out its annual appeal for 
student lists from foreign student advisors, will indicate 
that the lists will be shared with other M iddle Eastern 
student associations, thereby assisting the Pakistan and 
Afghan student organizations in obtaining the names and 
addresses from each list and thus benefiting all associa, 
tions. 

The Organization of Arab Students made available to 
other Associations their facilities at 2875 Broadway (Suite 
4-5 ) , N ew York, 25, N ew York. 

Constitutional revisions on the basis of experience of 
each organization was discussed and agreement was reach• 
ed to exchange constitutions, publications, and informa, 
tion about convention planning where feasible. 

The subject of convention planning and the ingredients 
of a successful convention came under critical analysis 
following a strong appeal that conventions concentrate 
more on appeals to the student population and less to the 
"show" aspects of convening or to satisfying prestige fac, 
tors and protocol. The appeal was based mainly on the 
desire to reduce the costs of annual conventions by bring, 
ing the ingredients down to the student level of interest, 

(Continued on Page 10) 

A two day meeting of repreaentativea of Middle Eaatern Student Aaaociation and the American Frienda of The 
Middle Eaat ataff membera was held on December 27 and 28. 
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Nationalism Aids Afghan National Unity 
by Haf fizullah Amin 

Nationalism has hccn variously defined through its his, 
tory. The Encyclopaedia Britannica defines "-National, 
(sm :, _as a s~atc of min<l, in which the supreme loyalty of 
md1v1<lual 1s felt to he <lue to the nation-state." Na, 
tionalism implies the i<lentification of the people with a 
state or nation. It has sometimes taken lihcral and demo, 
cratic shapes, where in<livi<lual liherty, human equality 
an<l fraternity of all people were its common corner, 
stones. Revolutionary French nationalism held that na, 
tio~s were constitutc<l hy acts of self ,<letcrmination by 
their members. In France the plchiscite hecame the in
strument wherehy the will of the nation was exprcsse<l. 

The French Revolution created a truly national state, 
in which <listinctions among classes and localities were 
abolishc<l, all social institutions were put on a national 
hasis an<l mac.le to serve national enc.ls. Likewise the 
French Revolution inculcatc<l the <loctrinc that all in<li, 
vi<luals owc<l their first an<l paramount loyalty to the 
national state, an<l it sought to promote national enthusi, 
asm. It <levisc<l such nationalistic symhols as a national 
flag, an anthem an<l national holidays. It also elaborated 
th~ first general scheme of elementary schooling mai1t, 
tame<l an<l controlle<l exclusively hy the nation, and com, 
pulsory for all chil<lren. 

Nationalism in the American Revolution, as well as 
revolutionary France, meant the adherence to an i<lea a 
universal progressive i<lea, looking toward a common f u, 
ture of free<lom an<l equality, self-government through 
representation. German nationalism hegan to stress in, 
stinct against reason. The tren<l of liheral nationalism 
was rcvcrse<l in Germany by Bismarck's success. He uni, 
fie<l Germany on a conservative an<l authoritarian b:tsis 
an<l <lcfcate<l German liberalism. 

As nationalism connotes a loyalty to the group entity 
superior to all other loyalties, an<l a helicf in its excellence 
or even sometimes superiority over all other similar en, 
tities, it often lca<ls to aggressiveness. It varies all the 
way from healthy p:ttriotism, as in the Swiss 1ution, L•1 

the fanatical intolerance of Nazi Germany. In mo<lerate 
nationalism, the most important consi<leration is actually 
a corporate will: a sufficiently powerful <letermitntion t, i 

live an<l work together. It <loes not <lepen<l Uf)(Jn race 
or <lescent, hut upon a common thought an<l cnmrncn 
goals. On the other sic.le, it has a ten<lency to pla,T a 
particularly excessive, exaggerate<l an<l exclusive empha, 
sis on the value of nation at the expense of other values, 
which results in chauvinism. 

Nationalism Appeals To All 

In non-in<lepen<lcnt national groups, which have not 
yet attaine<l national sovereignty, nationalism represents 
the tcn<lency of the subject national group to achieve in, 
<lepen<lcncc. In the case of an already existing state, it 
is usc<l to increase, as far as possible, the prestige and 
consciousness of power of the <lomin'lnt nationality. This 
type of nationalism has its actual force an<l significance 
through its appeal to mass instincts. In n;ttionalism, 
gre:tt significance goes to the factor of territory and ·i:cr, 
ritmial con<litions. The nation;d frontier, or h:irdcr regi()n, 

is the symhol of the territorial contiguity of nations an<l 
thus a particularly vital factor in modern nationalism. 
Nevertheless, it is often very difficult to <listinguish with 
'.tc~uracy the <lifferenccs hctwcen nationalism ;in<l imper, 
1al1sm as regar<ls their influcncc on worl<l politics. A 
goo<l example coul<l he the German imperialism of the pre, 
war perio<l, representing the program of strongly nation
alistic circles. Nationalism can most certainly raise ex, 
isting tensions to the point of war or revolution. The 
hest examples arc the legacies of imperialism an<l the <lie, 
tatorial type of government where the prosperity of a 
group an<l in<livi<luals arc not consi<lerc<l an<l they <lo not 
have the rights of self -<lctermination an<l frce<lom. 

While nationalism was expan<ling its roots in Europe 
an<l was entrenching for the French Revolution, such 
see<ls were also taking root in Afghanistan. In the same 
century that the French Revolution took place in Europe, 
the name of Afghanistan as a nation was create<l in Asia 
Ahm:td Shah, the father of Afghanistan, was clccte<l as 
King hy representatives of the nine most powerful areas, 
inclu<ling Peshawar, Baluchistan, Bulkh, Kahul an<l Herat. 
He established a government, a ~tatc, an<l a nation,state, 
an<l he calle<l it Afghanistan. This cxtcn<lc<l from Amu 
River to Sin<l River. Its capital was Kan<l:thar. Al, 
though Ahma<l Shah organizc<l the Afghan Empire, cx
ten<ling several times kyon<l both rivers, he never calle<l 
the territories heyon<l those rivers part of Afghanistan. 
The country has hccn calle<l Afghanistan for the past two 
centuries, since Ahma<l Shah announcc<l its formation. 
Every national of this country ks h:cn callc<l an<l has 
callc<l himself Afghan. 

When Ahma<l Shah <lic<l, his son Tcmore Shah c:unc 
to the throne. H-: transfcrrc<l the country's capital from 
Kan<lahar to Kahul. In spite of many trih tl uprisings, 
the soli<larity of the country continue<l an<l it \Vas still 
known as Afghanistan. Af tcr T em ore Shah, a civil war 
starte<l in Afghanistan, h-_it all conten<lcrs for the throne 
callc<l themselves King of Afghanistan, so it was ohviot!s 
that national feelings, that a nation ctllc<l Afghanistan, 
,cxiste<l. 

Because of the civil w:tr in Afghanistan, an<l l-ecaese 
the British Government was entrcnche<l in ln<lia, Afghan, 
istan was face<l hy many threats from the north an<l west 
as well. We shoul<l consi<ler two aspects nf Afghan na, 
tionalism in her recent history. One aspect of Afghan 
nationalism is the national unity which has hccn mustere<l 
to face any foreign threat to the country. When the 
British Government invade<l Afghanistan in 1839 and 
1878, an<l when the Tsarist Russian Government attack, 
c<l Afghanistan at Panj<leh anJ when Iran wantc<l to 
fight, with the support of Tsarist Russia, Afghans were 
unite<l as a nation an<l joine<l to fight the ;\ggrc~sers. 

When the late King Amanulbh wantc<l to restore an 
independent Afghanistan, all Afghans unanimously acted 
and fought against Britain. Whenever any threat has 
arisen from Pakistan, <lue to the prohlcm of Pashtonistan, 
the whole Afghan nation has jointly resiste<l the threat 
an<l mac.le rea<ly to act. Wh;tt was the m:tin cause of 
this strong national unity in these several n:1tic1;1al crisis? 

(Continue<l on Page 3) 
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NATIONALISM -

(Continued from Page 2) 

In Dr. Najihullah 's words, the only real force which has 
brought all Afghans together is the national feeling, or 
Afghan nationalism. There is no douht that such poten
tial nationalism still strongly exists in every individual of 
the Afghan nation. They face any foreign threat with 
a very stubborn anc.l rigid national unity. 

Two Elements Present 

The other significant aspect of Afghan nationalism is 
the conformity for the advancement of culture and im
provement of life for the Afghan people. Two kinds of 
elements play a role here. They are, in Louis Dupree\: 
wore.ls, diffusive forces and cohesive forces. Diffusive 
elements are: racial, linguistic, religious, provincial, kin, 
ship anc.l tribal. Racial conflict exists in Afghanistan, 
for the nation consists of two main races, Hazara or Mon, 
goloid and white or Non-Mongoloid, who are not Hazara. 
Cultural facilities have not been equated between these 
two races. As the Hazaras are a minority group, they 
have heen deprived of equal cultural opportunities in 
comparison to Non-Hazaras. 

Pashto anc.l Persian are the two national languages in 
Afghanistan, anc.l there are some people whose native 
tongues are Turkmani anc.l Ozbaki. Antagonistic feel, 
ings have existed between these groups: Pashtoons, a 
Pashto speaking people, anc.l Farsiwans, Persian-speaking 
people, in particular, are rnhject to conflicts rooted in 
their linguistic hackgrounc.ls. 

More than 99 '/, of Afghanistan's people are Moslems. 
There are two sects of Islam, however, the Sunnite and 
the Shiite, which are quite often in conflict with one an
other. 

Provincialism is another c.liff usive element in Afghanis, 
tan. The people of each province have special prejudices 
concerning the people of other provinces and special anc.l 
extreme favor for the people of their own province. 

Nepotism Strong 

Nepotism is quite strong in Afghanistan, anc.l has caused 
much separation among the people. It is a very effective, 
divisive force in the Afghan nation. 

Tribal feeling is a strong deterrent to the advancement 
of the nation. Quite often, heated conflicts arise he, 
tween the tribes. Loyalty to the trihe is still a potential 
divisive element in the effort for national progress. 

Diffusive elements have hC'en aggravated hy many im
perialists, exploting for personal interests anc.l seeking 
power, in the past 1 50 years. These people, groups anc.l 
nations have tried to maintain diffusion ir1 the Afo;l':a1i na, 
tion, anc.l to promote their own unrighti::,ms enc.ls. Des
pite their vicious endeavors, we of the Afghan n;1tion 
have b2cn able to live sic.le hy sic.le in hrothcrhood as he-, 
r:.evolent countrymen. 

In Afghan cultural advancement, the cohesive ekmcnts 
are education, army, means of communi.::ation and trans
portation, inter-marriage, political parti~s. anJ cJucatcd 
youth. 

Primary education is compulsory under the C,:nstitu, 
tion . But in practice it is compulsory where schoul~ arc 
available. If cc.lucttion is provic.lec.l for ;ill children, it 
the curriculum emphasizes national unity, if adult ec.luca, 
tion projects are unc.lertakcn, if attention is pai<l in the 

schools to religious an<l language differences, it is quite 
prohahle that Afghanistan can develop a strong national 
understanding and feeling of coorperation for the progress 
of the nation. 

The army is very well handled hy the Government. 
Young people from different language, religious, provin, 
cial, trihal and family hackgrou:-ids go into srrvice to
aether for two years. They live ;, nd wcrk together, and 
:nc.lerstanc.l each other very weli. I hope tha: the gov
ernment will be able to extend thi.; compulsory service to 
all parts of the country. It can definitely he said that 
the army is an important cohesive force in the country. 

Communication Improving 

Improving anc.l expandin~~ means of communication, 
such as newspapers, radio, teli?.phone.s, etc., and transpor
tation faciliti~s, such as highways, buses, planes, etc., are 
very effective in bringing all Afghans into closer contact, 
instilling feelings of nationhood. 

Another inspiring elemen!: is the growth of gooc.l feel, 
ina and of actual inter-m;\rriares between different ethnic 
gr;)Ups in Afghanistan. Thi·;'"alre:1dy exists anc.l might be 
more effective if it were furi:he:· encourc1gec.l. 

The development of politi,~:11 parties will he one o! the 
most important cohesive elem~".b for the progress ot our 
country. With the development of the new constitution, 
advocated by the government, political parties will he al, 
lowed to he estcthlishec.l. These puties will concentrate 
on national unity, suhstitutin:._~ ideologies rooted on na · 
tional unity for rresent diffusiv~ forces. The attitudes 
and ways of d11nking of the peo1~lc will he directed towarc.l 
economic, social arc.I practic:d possibilitie::; for the coun
try's progress. I feel sure that all parties will work to 
defeat diffusive and <lt'structive forces in the society. I 
am highly optimistic and th~:;e parties will hring very 
hopeful change.'- to our -,o,:i(~ty. 

The force of educatec.l youth has heen proven in scures 
of countries all over the world. As youth are educated 
more anc.l more, at home .~nd abrna<l, they cannot tolerate 
diffusive ekments within tkir nation. The more youth 
are educated, the more th~se ekmcnts arc weakened, the 
more the nation grows in t.:ni:;,7. The abolition of all de
structive and diffusive •:iem~11~s in any nation is propor
tional to the involvement of cc.lucated youth in the process 
of change in the national life. 

Chancres never come wii:hout causes, anc.l ec.lucatec.l e . 
youth are always one of t\c mn;t importan!: causes ot s,:-
cial changes. They know th;t.t thcr,~ ar~ many pro:;pernus 
anc.l ac.lvancec.l nations in t'.lc Wl)rld with many ethnic 
aroups. They are anc.l must be t;1(' fo·.-t progrc3~ive group 
~hich c.liscarc.ls any kinJ of Jiffusivc ekment anc.l indus, 
triously works for nation-ti unity and the estahlishment 
and strengthening of a tnti1 ,nal united front. 

ASA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MR. H . AMIN, President 

MR. A. NABI, Acting Vice-President 
MISS FATEMA MAYNAHYAR,, Secretary 

MR. MAHMUD SOMA, 'f reasurer 
MR. M . Y. NASSIMI, Editor of ASA's Yearboo~ 

MR. M. H. RAZI, Editor of the ASN 
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Letters To The Editor 
Dear Mr. Razi: 

Thank you very much for your latest issue of Afghan 
Student News. I surely would like to congratulate you 
for your genuine effort an<l wish you greater success in 
the very important responsihility which you have. 

My whole hearted support gl)es to you, an<l I will be 
more than happy to he of any assistance which may help 
the further hettermcnt of ASN. 

My very he.st wishes for your health , happiness, an<l 
success. 

Very Truly yours, 
Gul Mohanne<l Tel war 

* * * 
Dear Mr. Razi : 

I have rea<l carefully your first issue of Afghan Student 
'N..ews, an<l I must say I was thoroughly <lelighte<l. It is 
unquestionahly the finest foreign student puhlication in 
the United States. By all means, keep us the goo<l work! 

RONALD STORY 
Special Assistant 
International Commission 
United States National 
Student Association 

Potential Source Of Loans 
Offered By World Bank 

by Dr. Nake M. Kamrany 

According to a Worl<l Bank release of Decemher 31, 
1963, the Worl<l Bank has ma<le a total of 3 71 loans 
amounting to $7.6 billion to 70 memhcr countries from 
1946 to 1964. Ironically enough, I failed to fin<l the 
name of Afghanistan among the list of 70 countries who 
have received the loans. The purposes of the loans were 
primarily for economic development such as reconstruc
tion, electric power, transportation, communication, agri
cultural, an<l forestry, industry, general development, 
water supply an<l school construction. Afghanistan needs 
further development in all of the ahove fields . 

Comparahlc neighhoring countries such as Pakistan and 
Iran have each ohtaine<l $299,350,000 an<l $194,200,000 
in various loans respectively, while Afghanistan has re, 
ceive<l none. Likewise 20 newly horn African countries 
from Algeria to Uganda have received almost a hillion 
dollars in loans. Afghanistan has been a memher of the 
Worl<l Bank at least 15 years longer than any one of the 
African countries. Afghan officials attend the Worl<l 
Bank annual conferences each year an<l deliver nice an<l 
polite speeches. However, may I recommend that in 
a<l<lition to making polite speeches, this source of interna
tional financing which hears no political dangers k tapped 
for the possihility of ohtaining developmental funds. 
Worl<l Bank financing of a project almost insures the sue, 
cess of a project. Because, normally the worl<l Bank <loes 
not make loan commitment unless it is convinced of a 
project's economic feasibility an<l profitahility. 

Dear Mr. Razi: 

I received a copy of the first issue of ASN. It was 
wonderful an<l very successful an<l I really enjoyed rea<l, 
ing it . The only thing which I want to say is that I 
wonder if Americans can get it too? I suggest that you 
make it available to them as much as possihlc. 

I came to the United States un<ler the exchange pro
gram an<l live with an American family. I found them 
very interested in many parts of ASN. I think that this 
is a very efficient means for the introduction of our Na, 
tion an<l country to the Americans. I sen<l my hest wish, 
cs an<l congratulations for your success. 

Mohammed Wali Haider 
6087 Bollinger R<l. 
San Jose, California 

* * * * 
Editor of ASN: 

My Afghan colleagues JOm me in congratulating you 
for a fine joh on the last issue of Afghan Student News. 
Keep up the goo<l work. 

Dear Mr. Razi : 

Dr. N ake M. Kamrany 
Columhus, Ohio 

In the last issue of ASN you have given a marvelous 
summary of our activities during the last convention. 
woul<l like to supplement to it only a few points which 
were left out an<l which are of prime significance. 

Our convention was in<lee<l the most successful one 
ever recorded in the history of the Association. As we 
all know, the chief cause of our success was the kin<l visit, 
hy our beloved King an<l Queen, of the Afghan students 
which attracted us from various corners of this country. 
We arc thankful to their Majesties for having us so 
honored. 

That we found it possible to give our humhlc welcome 
to Their Majesties, an<l carry out other routine husinesse.s 
of the Association <luring those happy <lays, was solely 
<lue to the generous contrihutions an<l otherwise ;tssistancc 
of persons an<l organizations mentioned hclow to whom 
we owe our many thanks: 

The Kaboul Pohantoon an<l Dr. Anwari, Chancellor 
Afghan Educational Office, an<l Mr. Etema<li, 

Attache 
Da Afghanistan Bank 
The Afghan-American Trading Co. , an<l His Ex, 

cellency Mr. Zabouli 
The American Fricn<ls of the Mi<l<lle East, an<l Mr. 

Gillard 
The William an<l Mary College, president Paschal 

an<l Dr. Swindler 
The Asia Foundation 
Mr. Y. Nusratty 
Messrs. Muni£, Mohmand, Sharif, Shorish, Latifi, 

Hanifi, Porjosh, Safi, N:tssimi 
Miss Jarvis 
Miss Ludwig 
Miss Katz 
Miss Zweig 

We also thank the U.S. State Department for its in, 
valuahlc cooperation . (Z.Eltczam) 
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Afghanistan and Its Balance of Payments 
by Fakir M. Munif 

International payments is frequently rcferrc<l to as hal, 
ance of payments. Balance of payments accounting is 
hut a hranch of agc,ol<l an<l worl<l,wi<le ho<ly of account, 
ing <loctrines associatc<l with the name of "<louhlc entry.·· 
Douhle entry is one of the h:tsic principles in balance of 
payment an<l a common ingre<lient of all accounting sys, 
terns in wi<lesprea<l use. Every transaction is vicwe<l in 
two ways an<l cxprcsse<l hy "dehit" an<l ·'crc<lit." In 
each transaction there is hoth a "give·· an<l a "take.·· 
Every transaction is statc<l as an equation. If, for in, 
stance, a farmer receives money for an equivalent value 
of egas he may recor<l his transaction hoth as ··a sale of 
eggs\,,:, ;:n<l "a rccei pt of money." A person who huys 
securities may think of his activity hoth as "an acquistion 
of stocks and hon<ls" an<l ··a reduction in his cash holdings 
or hank ha lance." Thus each transaction un<lcr <louhlc 
entry system affects at least two accounts an<l a scheme 
of interrelationships is establishe<l. The rules of cre<lits and 
<lehits have heen formulated in such a way that one si<le 
of each <lual,nature transaction will he recorde<l as a <lehit 
an<l tre other as a credit. Since each transactions takes 
an equational form, <lehit an<l cre<lit values will necessary 
he equal. 

The national pro<luct accounts cover transactions among 
<lifferent sectors of a country ·s economy, such as hctween 
government and husiness, or hetween husiness and con, 
sumers. To make the picture complete, transaction.s 
among different groups within a country must he supple, 
mentcd hy transaction between those groups an<l the rest 
of the worl<l. Such transactions are recor<le<l in halancc 
of payments, which thus serves as an elahoration of a 
part of the national pro<lucts accounts. Balance of pay, 
ments is thus a systematic recor<l of economic transactions 
between one country and the rest of the worl<l or hetween 
the resi<lents of a country an<l the rest of the worl<l over 
a particular perio<l of time. Economic transactions may 
include: 

a. provision an<l acquisition of goods and services 
h. provision an<l acquisition of transfer payments i.e. 

transactions without quid pro quo. 
c. provision an<l acquisition of short,tcrm an<l long, 

term capital items as well as gol<l. 
Structurally, balance of payments is compose<l of (1) 

current account, (2) transfer payments account an<l (3) 
capital account. One may include monetary gold as a 
separate account hut it can also he regar<le<l as a part of 
capital account. 

Current account indu<les the inflows an<l outflows of 
good an<l services or the receipts an<l expen<liturcs from 
an<l on merchandise an<l services. 

Transfer payments account recor<ls all one si<lc<l trans, 
actions i.e. transactions for which there is no repayment 
such as gifts, grants. reparations, in<leminitics. and per, 
sonal remittances. 

Capital account rccor<ls all short term an<l long term 
international activities in evidences of deht an<l ownership 
such as loans, securities, amortizations, hank <lcposits, na, 
tional currencies. portfolio an<l <lirect investments. 

Gol<l for most countries serves as a monetary reserve 
;m<l is use<l in the settlement of international ohligations. 

Short term capital movements an<l transfer payment:; 
;trc of particular importance in <lctermining equilihrium 
in a country's halance of p:tymcnts an<l hear a dose re, 
lationship to the current account of halancc of payments. 
Gol<l, too, is of equal :-:ignificancc. In fact gol<l plays a 
Jual role, it is both a mc<lium of exchange an<l a commo<l, 
ity on its own right. It may on one han<l constitute part 
of the central monetary reserves or on the other han<l he 
an ornament, part of jewelry. watches an<l works of arts 
or finds its ways in various in<lustrial processes. The 
fact that gol<l is hoth an international asset, similar to 
foreign exchange hol<lings, an<l at the same time mer, 
chandise, similar to other commt)<litics crcate<l through a 
pro<luctive process, gives rise to an accounting prohlem 
for the halancc of payments compiler. for gold in its di£, 
ferent roles must receive Jiffcrent treatment. This very 
fact has <livi<le<l gol<l into "monetary·· an<l "nonmonc, 
tary." But there is no intrinsic Jiffcrcncc hctwccn mone, 
tary an<l nonmonetary gold an<l it is impossihle, hy mere 
inspection, to tell whether :t gol<l brick is part of monetary 
or non,monetary gol<l stock of a country. If gol<l is ownc<l 
for monetary purposes hy one of the central financial in, 
stitutions, then it is monetary gol<l; if it is owne<l on pri, 
vate account, then it is non,monctary. The point is that 
gold playing the role of mc<lium of exchange an<l a morn:-, 
tary reserve serves a Ji ffcrcnt economic purpose from 
gold as a commo<lity. Thus halance of payments <livi<lcs 
gol<l into monetary anJ non,monctary. 

Gol<l as a monetary reserve is use<l mostly in the settle, 
ment of international Ji;tbilitics. If current account of, 
fcrs a surplus larger than the outflow of short,tcrm capital 
movements an<l transfer payments, then it is a favorahlc 
situation. If the surplus in the current account is not 
large enough to pay for the outflow of short term capital 
an<l transfer payments, or a country is incurring a deficit 
in its halancc of payments, the situation is one of <lise, 
quilihrium an<l unfavorahlc. Then gol<l to that extent 
is used, i.e. exporte<l, to finance the <liffcrcnce or the dcfi, 
cit. The import of gol<l signifies a reverse situation. 
Transfer payments have grown in importance in recent 
years. They may he a source of surplus or a partial off, 
set to a <lcficit in a country's habncc of payments, or 
contrihute to the <lcficit in a country's halancc of pay, 
men ts. 

Balance of payments is an important tool of analysis in 
the han<ls of economists in <lctcrmining the international 
economic position an<l problems of a country. Yet, any 
;tccounting system is of value insofar as it represents cer, 
tain facts an<l relationships, properly classific<l an<l cor, 
reedy captione<l, fashione<l in such a way that they arc of 
sufficient interest to justify the effort cxpcn<lc<l in their 
preparation. The te~t of significance of system is the 
usefulness of its statements in the analysis of certain con, 
Jitions, the solution of certain prohlcms, or portrayal of 
facts of <Tencral interest. Thus accounting is not an cn<l 
in itself, l1ut rather a t( 101 for carrying on, the daily work 

(Continuc<l on Page 7) 



Page 6 AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1964 

T. ETMADI BIDS FAREWELL 
Mr. T. Etmadi, former Afghan Cultural Attache to 

the United States, has now been appointed the President 
of Institute of Education. 

We wish Mr. Etmadi the best of success in his new 
position. We also wish to than~ Mr. Siddiqi for all his 
assistance to AS]'{. 

Etmadi Siddiqi 

During the past three years I have had the priveledge 
and pleasure of serving the Afghan students in this 
country. 

At the beginning a great deal of my time was spent 
in establishing the office. This, and other breaucratic 
activities, prevented me from leaving the office as much 
as I should have liked in order to travel and meet each 
of you individually. Please accept my apologies. 

I am certainly taking home a very precious memory -
the memory of having worked together so closely with 
you. I know you realize how very much your services 
are needed by our people, and I know that everybody, 
myself included, is anxious to see you home as soon as 
possible. 

I shall miss my association with you, and I assure you 
that my thoughts will be with you in all your future con, 
ferences. I pray that your association will be strength, 
ened as much as possible, and that in the future it will 
become a model for all Afghan students, no matter where 
they are studying. 

I appreciate the kindness and guidance extended to me 
by Their Excellencies, Mr. Maiwandwal and Dr. Majid. 

I wish you all the very best of luck, and it is my fer
vent desire to see each of you in the service of our bdoved 
country in the very near future. I wish Mr. H. E. Seraj, 
my capable successor, the very best and I am sure that he 
will enjoy the same cooperation and assistance that you 
have always extended to me. 

I cannot close this message without thanking Mr. Sid
diqi of the Educational Office, who has constantly helped 
me to carry out my duties. 

My family joins me in greeting you, and in wishing 
you every happiness in the future. Thank you. 

T. Etemadi 

TO TH:E UNITED STATES 

The following students have come to the United States 
since January, 1964, for advanced studies in different 
fields. 

Ministry of Education and Kabul University: 
Mr. Zia Mohammad Fidai 
Mrs. Momina Fidai 
Miss Munera Mehr 
Mr. Mohammad Taher Ayazi 
Mr. Ghulam Jailani Arez 
Mr. Farydoon Sherzay 
Mr. Abdul Hai Abasi 
Mr. Nazir Ahmad Pashtoon 
Mr. Ghulam Rasul Rahin 
Mr. Mohammad Raza Iltezam 
Mr. Mohammad Ismail Burhan 
Mr. Mir Abdul Fatah Siddiq 
Mr. Mohammad Musa 
Mr. Abdul Saboor Awa 
Mr. Mohammad Igbil Haider 
Miss Sajda 
Mr. Noor Gui 
Mr. Mohammad Ibrahim Soroush 

Ministry of Health: 
Dr. Mir Ali Ahmad Hashimi 

De Afghanistan Ban~: 
Mr. Mohammad N abi 

On Personal Expenses: 
Miss F ateme Kamrany 

* * * * 

TO .AFGHANISTAN 

Since January, 1964, the following Afghan students 
have returned to Afghanistan from the United States fol, 
lowing the successful completion of their programs. 

Civil Aviation: 
Mr. Janbaz Mangal 
Mr. Mohammad Usman Ufyani 
Mr. Mohammad Hashim Mutamail 
Mr. Qudrattullah Lal Puri 
Mr. Ghulam Mohammad Mena Yar 
Mr. Gui Mohammad Kakar 

Ministry of Planning: 
Mr. Wakil Ahmad Noori 

Ministry of Mines and Industry: 
Mr. Sayed Mohammad Kazim 
Mr. Hafizullah Nawabi 

Prime Minister's Office: 
Mr. Abdul Rauf Weesa 

Kabul University: 
Mr. Abdul Ahad Mahmood 

Ministry of Education: 
Mrs. Jamilah Mahmood 
Mr. Mohammad Taher Porjosh 
Mrs. Suraya Porjosh 
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BALANCE OF PAYMENTS -

(Continued from Page 5) 

of the economic analyst, the businessmen, bankers, finan
cial expert or multitude of other interested bodies. 

After having briefly examined the nature of balance 
of payments in the above few lines which is by no means 
exhaustive and nor a full presentation, we will now try 
to briefly analyze the balance of payments of Afghanis, 
tan during the period of the First, Five, Year economic 
plan. 

Balanc(: of payments in Afghanistan is a recent <le, 
velopment. It did not appear in its standard and modern 
form before 195 5. The first statements of halance of 
payments that have been compiled according to the mod, 
ern standard are those which cover 195 '5" and 195 6. Since 
then it has tremendously improved. The discovery of 
new sources of material, reorganization of existing sources 
of data, availability of trained personnel and the establish, 
ment of a realistic par value for the domestic currency 
(i.e. Afghani) have greatly added to the adequacy of data 
and have enormously increased the efficiency of the hal, 
ance of payments compilation and have reduced the hand, 
icap and complexity caused by multiple rates system to a 
minimum. 

J:,-nalysis of the international accounts of a country is 
an important part of the process of planning for economic 
development. On the one hand it shows the purchasing 
power that a country obtains from the export of goods 
and services and loans and grants, on the other hand it 
shows how this purchasing power is used, whether to buy 
consumer or capital goods from abroad, or to finance 
foreign debts or to finance some services obtained abroad. 
In Afghanistan the purchasing power obtained from the 
toreign sector plays an important part in the provision of 
resources needed for economic projects. In 1961-62, the 
receipts from the exports amounted to $60 million which 
was used to finance the imports of consumer and capital 
goods. In addition, loans and grants in the order of a 
like amount were obtained from abroad, which were used 
for _the financing of capital goods needed for development 
proJects. The foreign sector, in other words provided 
about 20 'I< of the gross national product and 'more than 
half was devoted to economic development. 

The main features of b:tlance of payments during the 
period of the First-Five-Year plan may he summarized as 
follows: 

a. the annual receipts from the export of goods and 
services remained fairly stable at approximately $60 
million. 

h. Imports, on the other hand rose steadily from less 
than $70 million in 1957,58 to nearly $100 million 
in 1961 ,62. Service imports also rose but the magni, 
tude remained smaller. The combined effect of the 
difference between exports and imports has been a 
growing total deficit. 

c. This growing deficit has been financed hy foreign 
loans and grants. 

d. By the end of 1961,62 total foreign loans amounted 
to over $200 million. 

The annual payrnent of interest and repayment of prin, 
ciple runs about $ l O million. 

The sharp rise in the deficit in 195 8, '5"9 an<l the subse
quent drnp in l 9'5"9 ,60 was caused mainly by the unusual, 
ly low level of export of karakul, cotton and carpets in 
1958,59 and strong recovery of export earnings in 1959, 
60. The year 1960,6 l was relatively poor hut the revival 
in 1961,62 brought the exports up to the level of an an, 
nual average for the whole perio<l of the plan. 

Receipts and payments on services were close to off, 
setting each other from year to year. The existing deficit 
stems largely from investment payments i.e. interest, an<l 
the import of personal services or technical assistance. 

The combined deficit of the export and import of goods 
and services shows how a country obtains the use of 
foreign resources in the form of loans and grants or how 
it uses its own foreign exchange reserves. The balance 
of goods and invisibles may be compared with grants and 
loans. The figures would indicate that over the period 
of the Plan the commodity and services deficit exceeded 
grants and loans (net) hy $3. 5 million. The absence of 
errors and omission would mean an indirect measure of 
short-term foreign loans or the depletion of exchange re, 
serves. 

In terms of deposits and short term assets of Afghan 
hanks held abroad it is clear that in 1959,60 when borrow, 
ing exceeded the deficit, foreign exchange reserves rose, 
while in 1960,61 and 1961,62 when deficit exceeded bor
rowing, foreign exchange reserves dropped. During 1959 
dollar holdings increased $6 . 5 million when borrowing ex, 
ceeded the current deficit by $ 5. 7 million . During 1960 
and 1961, dollar holdings decreased $7.4 million as com, 
pared with the excess of current account deficit over hor, 
rowing of $ I 0.6 million. At the end of 1961,62 total 
long-term foreign borrowing stood at the equivalent of 
$208 million. During the period 1957,62 foreign debt 
increased by $85 million according to the estimates on new 
loans minus repayments shown in balance of payments. 
This figure of $85 million is an obvious understatement 
because it excludes on the borrowing side the security loan 
from Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia hut does include 
repayments on these loans. Also, the amount of loans, 
for which the counterpart was technical assistance rather 
than commodities has h:cn only partialy included. 

The only source of obtaining foreign exchange without 
repayment obligation is the expansion of the country's 
exp?rts. B~Jth pu~lic and private sectors are launching 
vano~s devices to improve both the earning and paying 
capacity of the country through expanding the country's 
exports which is chiefly possible by means of increased 
domestic production and improved quality. Attempts 
are also heing made to reduce the importation of con, 
sumer goods and therehy save foreign exchange by en
couraging the production of these goods inside the coun
try. (Figures on the deposits and short-term assets of 
Afghan hank held abroad may he c)btained from the hal, 
ance sheets of Afghan hanks as well as from Federal Re, 
serve Bulletin). 
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Intra-Asian Cooperation: 
by Dr. Nake M. Kamrany 

"To cooperate or not to cooperate'· is not the question. 
Intra-Asian cooperation is a historical fact. This paper 
attempts not to propose or oppose any new concept for 
cooperation; it merely wishes to expose the prospects an<l 
prohlcms of Intra-Asian cooperation in the light of space, 
age twentieth century living. 

With the exception of Japan. most of Asia today is 
classified as un<lcr<levcloped. This means that while 
Asia is the largest continent on earth an<l contains ahout 
57 percent of worl<l's population, it pro<luces only 16 
percent of worl<l's gross national product. 

Most of the Asian states have achieve<l political sover, 
cignty. Nevertheless, Asia is marke<l with a <listinct 
force of nationalism. This nationalism has heen cn
ticc<l hy economic motives an<l an urge on the part of 
the Asian.s to break the vicious circle of hackwardness. 

Present-Jay Asi;t represents economic frustration an<l 
future hope. It also represents political fear of the 
col<l war an<l future hope for worl<l peace an<l prosperity. 
However. Asia\ future hope (economical and political) 
Jcpcn<ls upon the present course of action that the As, 
ians may a<lopt. An<l Asian cooperation needs an insti, 
tutional framework which contains within it the see<ls of 
its <levclopmcnt an<l reconstruction. It must construct 
this framework with firm foundations from the bottom 
up. We have a saying in Persian: "If the foundation 
is raw, the huil<ling will fall." 

Asia is rca<ly to construct a firm foun<lation of insti, 
tutional cooperation hccamc Asians arc aware of their 
prohlcms an<l they arc <lctcrminc<l to do something about 
solving them. How to go about solving these problems 
is the question, however. So far, this paper has attempt, 
c<l to cstahlish the premise that the Asian problems arr, 
in the main, economic prohlems. In or<ler to solve them. 
economic cooperation is suggestc<l as a starting point. 
Furthermore, economic cooperation could cross boundary 
lines of sovereign nations much easier than other forms 
of cooperation. An<l once starte<l it coul<l lea<l to cul, 
turaL social. an<l even political cooperation and integra, 
tion. 

While the Steel an<l Coal Community of Europe has 
lca<l to a successful European Common Market, a Rice, 
Cotton. an<l Oil Community of Asia could very well lea<l 
to a successful Common Market of Asia: where Intra, 
Cooperation may exist at its best. 

In the following, an attempt will he ma<lc to expose the 
prospects an<l prohlcms for such an Intra-Asian econ, 
omic cooperation: 

Most of the Asian countries arc pro<luccrs of primary 
goo<ls such as cotton, rice. oil, wool. an<l other raw ma, 
tcrials. The price of these primary goo<ls an<l the rev, 
cnucs from them arc subject to great fluctuations jn the 
\vorl<l market. Furthcr~orc, the prices for these com
mo<litics have shown a stca<ly <lcclinc over a long period 
of time. This con<lition has prompted an unstable an<l 
continuously <lcclining worl<l position for the Asian pro, 
<lucers. 

Problems and Prospects 
The Asian countries coul<l stabilize. to a certain Jc, 

grcc. their earnings an<l bring improvement upon the 
prices for their goo<ls through forming an Intra-Asian 
Cartel for Primary Goods. For instance, the cotton om, 
Jucing countries coul<l organize an Asian cartel for ~cot
ton. the same coul<l he <lone for oil. wool. rice, an<l other 
primary goo<ls. 

On the other han<l. many of the Asian countries arc 
in great nee<l of finishe<l goo<ls an<l capital equipment. 
The worl<l prices for these goo<ls have shown a stea<ly 
rise over the years. The Asians coul<l lrain a areat deal 
by organizing an Intra-Asian Collective Buying...., Agency. 
Such an agency woul<l have a hettcr hargaining position. 
An<l it woul<l he carablc of buying capital equipment an<l 
other goo<ls on <liscount prices for large purchases. It 
coul<l also secure the hest quality. lowest price, with other 
benefits through manipulation an<l dclihcration on the 
worl<l market. 

The ahovc two approaches woul<l he most efficient for 
those Asian countries whose economics arc compatible. 
However. countries with complementary economics coul<l 
coopcra tc even hettcr. 

A goo<l <lcal of the primary goo<ls of the Asian coun, 
tries cannot h: sol<l in the European an<l American mar, 
kets Jue to lack of proper stan<lar<lization, packaging, 
gra<ling, an<l other marketing an<l qualitative <lifficulti.::s. 
However, these commo<lities coul<l he utilizc<l in othc:r 
Asian countries where such stiff marketing stan<lards arc
not ohscrve<l. Consequently, the estahlishmcnt of an Ag, 
ency to Utili::-.e Surplus coul<l he very useful. 

Most of the Asian exporters seek markets in Europe 
or America while they ignore the potential an<l sometimes 
untappe<l Asian market for their goo<ls. Such an ag, 
ency will call for greater Intra-Asian tra<lc. 

The Common Problem Approach is another point to 
consi<ler. The Asians coul<l solve some of their prob, 
lems easier an<l faster hy sharing common experiences. 
For instance, the over-populated countries coul<l exchange 
information with regar<l to population control metho~ls 
and approaches. Just as wclL the Asians coul<l henefit 
hy informing each other about their mistakes an<l successes 
in the path of attempts for <lcvclopmcnt an<l growth. 

In some instances the Asians coul<l pool their resources 
together for the purpose of Joint Investment. For instance, 
a steel mill may he too expensive for one small nation. 
But, a numhcr of nations coul<l prohahly affor<l to buil<l 
a steel mill for the hcncfit of all participants. Likewise, 
two or more countries coul<l jointly invest in the con, 
st~uction of hig irrigation <lams, highways, <levelopment 
<)t mineral resources an<l so forth. 

The ahovc suggestions arc certainly suhjcct to challenge 
an<l limitation in real life. While the ahovc exposition 
coul<l he supplemented with many other suggestions and 
possihilitics, the merit of each certainly requires a great 
J~al of research an<l evaluation which is heyon<l the scope 
nt this pa per. 

(Continue<l on Page 10) 



JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1964 AFGHAN STUDENT. NEWS 

NEW CHAPTERS LISTED 
IN OHIO, WASHINGTON D.C. 

A local chapter of ASA has been established in Wash
ington, D. C. on December 26, 1963. The second meeting 
of this chapter was held during February. 

At the first meeting, Mr. Mohammad R. Aurang was 
elected chairman. Other officers are: Mr. Aziz Rahman 
Shamal, vice chairman, and Sayed Jabar, secretary. 

In their second meeting, the chapter discussed several 
items including the revision of constitution of ASA and 
the expansion of the ASA publications. The meeting 
was held at the AFME hall in Washington. 

* * * * 
In support of ASA President Mr. H. Amin, the Afghan 

Students in Columbus, Ohio, formed the Columbus chap
ter of ASA during December. At the first meeting, Mr. 
Mohammad Yasin Khosty was elected the campus leader. 

KARIZ SYSTEM AIDS 
AFGHAN IRRIGATION 

by Miss Najiba Rashid 

Kariz is a system of irrigation, used in Afghanistan. 
Afghanistan is a dry and mountainous country, with 
high mountains, some of them always covered with snow. 
Farmers utilize many systems of irrigation, and one of 
these systems is Kariz. 

A Kariz is an underground tunnel carrying water. 
When mountain snows melt, part of the water is absorb
ed by the earth, seeping down to the level of a hard and 
impenetrable stratum, where it gathers underground. 
Where water is scarce and rivers rare, where rain is 
insufficient, farmers make use of this underground water, 
constructing underground tunnels leading to their farms. 
This kind of tunnel is called Kariz. 

A Kariz is <lug on the side of a hill or mountain, since 
it cannot be brought to the surface where there is no 
slope. The tunnel is begun at the field and extends 
upward. The floor of the Kariz must have some slope 
in order to bring water down from the hillside to the 
field. 

While people dig the tunnel they must also bring the 
mud out from the excavation. When the tunnel has 
been dug to a length of 15' meters, it is difficult to re, 
move the mud, so a well is put down from the surface 
of the ground to the level of the tunnel, and while the 
tunnel is being extended mud is carried to the bottom of 
the well and then hauled up the well to the surface. 

The tunnel is dug with axes, spades and shovels. Bags 
are made from ox-skin for carrying the mud and hauling 
it up to the surface. Ox-leather is used because it lasts 
longer and is softer than metals. Ropes used to haul 
up the mud are also made of that leather. 

Aurang Shamal Jabar 

J . . ·. 

Recently the Arizone chapter showed a film entitled 
'"Afghanistan - Land of Beauty and Hospitality." A 
large number of American students and faculty members 
were present at this chapter activity. 

When the tunnel has been dug twenty meters beyond 
the well, it is very difficult to bring mud out to the well, 
so a second well is dug from the surface to the level of 
th_e tunnel. A pulley is then fixed to the second well 
and mud is dragged up to the surface. The pulley used 
is a very simple one, which gives no mechanic"al advantage 
but changes the direction of the force. · When a large 
kariz is being constructed, a different kind of pulley is 
tfsed, giving considerable mechanical advantage. Twenty 
meters beyond the second well, a third well is bored, 
and so on, until the tunnel is long enough to collect suf, 
ficient water, which descends the length ·of the tunnel to 
the fields at the bottom end of the kariz. 

The width of the tunnel depends on the nature of the 
ground and its structure. In normal situations it is al, 
most one meter wide and two meters high. It begins at 
the edge of a field and for the first few meters resembles 
a deep ditch, because there is no height to make a tunnel. 
When the slope is high enough a tunnel is begun. 

The length of the kariz and the number of wells de, 
pend on the amount of water required and the amount of 
mon~y and labor available in the community. The kar, 
iz is usually shared by the farmers of a community, or 
owned by a landlord. The length of the kariz may 
be anything between 200 meters and more than two kilo, 
meters. The depth of the final well of a Kariz depends 
on its lngth and the slope of the area where the kariz 
is dug. It may be from five to fifty meters in depth, 
and the greater the depth the more people are employed 
in construction. 

Sometimes it is necessary to take water some distance 
from the exit of the Kariz. In this case, if the water is 
not sufficient to run smoothly and rapidly over the re
quired distance, a dam or pool may be built close to the 
exit of the kariz, where water is stored for use in dis
tant fields, being released in a large quantity so that it 
is propelled to the distant destination. 



Page 10 AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1964 

COOPERATION 
(Continue<l from Page 8) 

In presenting the above i<leas, certain assumptions have 
been ma<le. Certain <legrees of free<lom and mobility 
or resources, capital, labor, technology, and investment, 
as well as the free<lom aml enlargement of the role of the 
private sector, re<luction of tarrifs and in some cases the 
adoption of uniform tarrif s, an<l mutual trust are among 
the prerequisites for an institutional Intra-Asian cooper, 
ation. 

The Asian problems are immense. For instance, as 
compare<l with Europe, Asia is face<l with lower living 
stan<lar<ls, lower levels of e<lucation, lower stages of ec, 
onomic <levelopment, lower <legree of communication, and 
lesser <legrees of <lemocratic governments. Asia is face<l 
with the problems of greater diversity of religions, great, 
er variety of languages, greater racial an<l cultural dif, 
ferences, greater <legree of nationalism, an<l greater de, 
grees of danism, conservatism, an<l suspicions. 

However, our hopes nee<l not he harrasse<l by these <lif, 
ficulties. We are face<l with challenge rather than de, 
spair. While the Asian historical glories and cultural 
riches arc hase<l upon national themes, the future of As, 
ian position in the worl<l <lepen<ls upon the <legree of Jn, 
tra-Cooperation among the countries. So, let us pro, 
ceed on the basis of a wise un<lerstan<ling of the lessons of 
history, rather than being hlin<le<l by them. 

For political security, the Asians nee<l to form an Al, 
liance for Peace whereby the existing Intra-Asian disputes 
are resolved an<l the existing houn<lary lines of nations arc 
guarantcc<l. Col<l w;tr competition of the major powers 
in Asia shoul<l he <liverte<l into a genuine all-out effort 
towar<l economic growth . And the Asian states nee<l 
to rcpbcc military ai<l, an<l buil<l Asia with alternative 
investments in e<lucation, sanitation, an<l other welfare 
measuring. Asians shoul<l promote political participa
tion by the masses an<l civil liberty for all. 

For social con<litioning, the Asians nee<l to abolish some 
of the old institutions and a<lopt new ones. The pur
suit of a prosperous life through har<l work shoul<l be 
taught as a virtue rather than a shame. Some of our 
social values nee<l re-orientation. We should strive to, 
war<l satisfying our wishes an<l <lesires rather than sup, 
pressing them. The Asians nee<l a better appreciation 
of the concept of mutual h2nefit, for a gain hy one <loes 
not necessarily mean a loss by another. 

The Asian nations nee<l not join a military pact, or 
hi<le un<lcr a <lisguise<l name of neutralism in order to shift 
responsibilities or a<lopt <louble international moral stan
<lar<ls. We, the Asians, are capable of assuming our 
responsibilities an<l free<lom of judgment in all matters. 

The prospect for Intra-Asian cooperation an<l the res, 
ponsihility of Asia's future position lies 0:1 the sincere 
will of the lca<lers, the c<lucate<l elite, an<l above all, up, 
on the religious lca<lers. We haw to learn to comprw 
misc, yiel<l to constructive criticis1:1, an<l a<lopt changes 
when necessary. 

In conclusion, I wish to reiterate my position that the 
key to an Intra-Asian cooperation is economic 1.·ooperation 
which is subject to many political, social, religious, :rn<l 
other limit;ttion. However, even the establishment of 
a Common Union of Asi;t will not solve all problems. The 

above measures have to be supplemented by around $10 
billion in foreign grants and loans per year from the ad, 
vanced countries. Asia has a greater absorptive capac, 
ity than many economists in the field have estimated. 
Nevertheless, Asian countries need to cooperate and they 
have the capacity to organize. The emergence of the 
European Common Market, the Latin Common Market. 
and the international political and economic situations 
call for a united Asia. 

MEETING 

(Continue<l from Page 1) 

accomo<lation an<l boar<ling costs. An appeal for the 
<levelpment of an overall theme for the convention around 
which cultural exhibitions an<l entertainment can be 
mounte<l was expresse<l by Mrs. Mary Watkins of the 
Asia Society. 

The subject of newsletters, special issues an<l relate<l 
communications me<lia brought to everyone's attention 
the fact that each organization is pro<lucing a variety of 
publications and at wi<lely <liffering publication costs. The 
subject of attempting to pro<luce an a<lequate <legree of 
communication at less cost by mimeographing an<l other 
less expensive <levices met with spirite<l <lehate. It he, 
came obvious, however, that no presi<lent or newsletter 
chairman was willing to stake his reputation on attempt, 
ing to pro<luce less costly materials than his pre<lecessors. 
Thus, it was concluded that high quality publications less 
frcq'-;ently pro<luce<l shoul<l continue hut that these shoul<l 
he augmente<l with me<lia of the low cost variety as a 
means of wel<ling the internal structure of each assoc, 
iation. 

Agreement was reache<l that cost analysis of publica, 
tions would be share<l among the newsletter e<litors an<l 
where inquiries about cost factors became necessary, these 
woul<l he discusse<l among the associations when one group 
coul<l he of assistance to another. A recommen<lation that 
guest articles by the excutive lea<lership of one organi
zation he printe<l in the publications of another was met 
with enthusiastic response. The availability of original 
article material hy name authors from the countries jn 
each association membership was <liscusse<l. It was sug, 
geste<l that if attempts, with agreement of the authors, 
were ma<le to sdl such articles to American Quarterly 
Reviews before publication in the stu<lent newsletters. 
this coul<l bring a<l<litional revenue into the association 
coffers. The articles woul<l then he reprinte<l by the 
stu<len t association, noting previous puhlica tion. 

It was generally un<lerstoo<l that AFME financial sup, 
port in amounts which coul<l be expen<le<l without spe, 
cific indication of the benefits to he derived hy the As, 
sociations woul<l no longer h.:: avail:thle. AFME de
s..:rih:<l its interest in having specific in<lications of how 
its support is re ;tching out to chapters of the A ssociations 
and in \Yhat w:ty it is beneficial to the majority of the 
membership. 
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Physical Education Program 

Development Needs Much 

by Abdul Wahid Dabeer 

One of the most important problems in physical edu, 
cation in Afghanistan is the lack of trained physical ed, 
ucation teachers. 

Throughout the years, the people have looked upon 
physical education just as games and sports. It has been 
regarded as a recreational pursuit. 

Experts have come from other countries to serve as 
coaches and thus to train the different teams, but they 
have not come to prepare physical education teachers. 

Special schools for sports once existed, the graduates 
of which are now employed in Afghanistan, but their 
numbir is insufficient and physical education centered 
courses were not included in their preparation. Instead, 
their education concentrated on certain aspects of physiol
ogy and activities such as basketball, volleyball, football, 
field hockey, track and field, and swimming. Upon 
graduation, they are sent out to teach in schools and col, 
leges, but this does not satisfy the need. 

These people are coaches rather than teachers of phy, 
sical education. There is one period a week during 
which the students have a sports class. But this is not 
a class, but rather a period devoted to playing various 
sports games. Thus there is more coaching of games 
rather than physical education. 

Competition thus becomes an end. Only the few who 
are highly skilled in the game have an opportunity to de, 
velop. The remainder, who form a major part of the 
group, are ignored. 

Further, there are no women physical education teach, 
ers in Afghanistan. One of the first and crucial steps in 
improving education for women in Afghanistan should 
ce the training of women teachers of physical education 
for the girls' schools. 

Sports and games throughout the country are controlled 
by the Ministry of Education. There are three differ
ent organizations at three different levels, yet their func, 
tions a!"e not coordinated. But efforts are being made 
by the Government to form a national organization which 
will promote physical education. Some of these efforts 
are: 

1. The construction of many gymnasiums and stad, 
iums so that physical education activities can be carried 
on during both the winter and summer. 

2. Financial a.5sistance is given by the governmem to 
d:fferent organizations such as universities and the olym
pic association to promote physical education. 

In Afghanistan there is an Olympic Association which 
can serve in the cities and towns throughout the nation, 
but its function is limited to competitive sports. It se
lects the various tE'ams to represent the country in Inter
national Competition, but these teams are not national 
teams in the true sense of the word because the organi
zation functions only in the Capital city of Kabul. 

Athletes from Kabul University parade during the In
dependence Day celebration. The University of Kabul has 
its own organization for sports and games, but these are 
directly controlled by the Ministry of Education. 

Government Appointments 

The following appointments have been made by the 
government. 

D r. Mohammad Omar W ardak, deputy minister of 
the Ministry of Education. 

Mr. Ghulam Sarwar Rahimi, president of elementary 
education. 

Mr. Abdul Samai Madhoush, president of compila
tion and translation. 

Mr. Mohammad Asef M ayel, education counsellor 
in Moscow. 

Dr. Mohammad Akram, educational counsellor m 

Bonn. 

Mr. Toryalai Etemadi, president of the institute of 
education. 

Dr. Abdul W ahid Sarabi, assistant rector of Kabul 
University. At the same time he will act as Dean 
of the College of Economics. 

Dr. Mohammad Rasoul Taraki, governor of Kabul. 

Mr. Mohammad Moosa Shafiq, deputy minister of 
the Ministry of Justice. 
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Prime Minister Visits Moscow 
For Special Medical Treatment 

On the invitation of the Soviet Government, Dr. 
Mohammad Yousuf, the Prime Minister arrived by special 
plane in Moscow on February 1 5 for medical treatment. 
Dr. Mohammad Yousuf has been ill with asthma and 
bronchitis since some time and has gone to the Soviet 
Union on the advice of physicians. 

The Prime Minister is accompanied on this trip by Miss 
Rona, his daughter, Professor Safar Ali, Dr. Mohammad 
N abi Afzal and Mr. Mohammad Akbar, a member of the 
Bureau of Soviet Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Af, 
fairs. 

* • * * 
An international fair featuring the music, dances, films, 

food, and art of foreign lands was held in the McCormick 
Memorial residence, 1001 N. Dearborn St., in January, 
1964. 

More than 500 volunteers, representing 60 nations, par, 
ticipated in the event sponsored by the Chicago Young 
Women's Christian association. 

Consulate.,, from many nations, and foreign nationality 
groups provided materials for the four,hour program en, 
titled '"World on Parade.·· 

Y ar Mohammed Kohsar, 2 3 31 Lakewood Ave., had 
been appointed chairc:un of the Afghanistan exhibit for 
the tair. 
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