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Freedom House Releases Full Text of Afghan Resistance Document: 
First Kabul Underground "Night Letter" Made Public in the u.s. 

New York, June 1---The Afghanistan Information Center of Freedom House today released the 

complete text of a shabnama ("night letter"), one of the broadsides distributed clandes-

tinely in Kabul and other Afghan cities by the anti-communist underground resistance 

inside Afghanistan~--the first example to appear in the u.s. 
This shabnama, issued by the National Front for the Liberation of Afghanistan, 

tells ordinary citizens how to subvert the regime, kill communists a~d collaborators, 

and aid the resistance, while maintaining a facade of acquiescence. It warns, "Coutrol 

your nerves and do not act hastily or impulsively" because the KGB and its puppets "are 

biting like a mad dog left and right." "Do not be afraid of death," it exhorts, "Fear 

does not look nice for an Afghan ••• We must do something to rescue our country." 

The broadside promises that traitors will be punished according to the nature of 

their crimes. 

Usually originating with the resistance groups based in Peshawar, Pakistan, and 

elsewhere outside Afghanistan, these "night letters" are infiltrated into the cities and 

distributed by local underground cadres, usually thrown into yards or slipped under doors 

under cover of darkness. They serve to maintain public morale and to coordinate resistance 

to the Soviet invaders and the communist regime of President Babrak Karmal. 

The effective use of these "night letters" has been widely reported, particularly 

since they were used to coordinate the general strike and uprisings in Kabul in February 

1980 that signaled the unexpected emergence of resistance in the capital city itself. 

Until now, however, no complete example has been made availabb to the general press 

in th is country. 

The full text of the shabnama, with explanatory notes and a copy of the 

original in Farsi, follows. 



Full Text of Afghan Underground Resistance Document 
Released by Freedom House 

Since late 1978, when resistance to the Soviet-backed Taraki/Amin regime emerged in 
Afghanistan, clandestine documents known as shabnama ("night letters"), have been 
widely circulated by resistance groups in Kabul and other cities. In classic under
ground fashion, they are usually thrown into yards and gardens under cover of darkness. 

Since the Soviet invasion of December 1979, which installed the present regime of Babrak 
Karmal, this clandestine activity has increased, as has the resistance. Their primary 
function is to maintain morale, but in addition, shabnama have been used to coordinate 
resistance activity. '!hey were successfully used to call a general strike in Kabul in 
February 1980---the first major sign of widespread organized resistance to occur in the 
capital city itself. 

The following shabnama, which was circulated in Kabul in August 1980, was issued by the 
National Front for the Liberation of Afghanistan, one of the largest of the resistance 
groups based in Peshawar, Pakistan. The NFLA is headed by Pir Syed Ahmad Gailani, head 
of the Qadirya Sufi movement, which emphasizes political and religious tolerance and 
has millions of adherents from Morocco to Indonesia, including several million Afghans. 
Gailani, in this capacity, is one of two religious leaders who formally declared the 
Afghan resistance to be a jihad, i.e., a war against enemies of the Muslim faith. 
(Despite congtant efforts in the Muslim world to label all sorts of conflicts as jihad, 
it is actually uncommon. Specific criteria must be met to validate a claim of jihad 
and it can be declared only by an appropriate religious authority. The Afghan resistance 
meets these criteria, and Gailani uses as his battle flag a replica of one_carried by 
the Prophet Mohammed. A soldier fighting in a jihad is called a mujahid Lpl., mujahid
diJJ,7, the title used by Afghan resistance fighters. Despite the religious connotations, 
however, their preferred translation is "freedom fighter".) 

This shabnama was obtained from an Afghan civil servant who came to the u.s. some months 
ago. A photocopy of the original text is attached 

Several points might be noted concerning the text: 

According to the translator, it was hastily written and run off and several sentences 
are confusing and unclear in the original Farsi text, but the translation is faithful 
to the text as printed. The references to trying and punishing traitors in accordance 
with law would seem to be intended at least in part as a caution against individual 
acts of revenge while assuring the public that the guilty will be punished. However, 
the translator notes that the suggestion of extended punishment is contrary to both 
Islamic and Afghan law, hence a contradiction in terms, and that it is not the policy 
of the NFLA leadership. 

The reference_! to "those wh.9. are truly working for the perpetuation of Russia's 
domination" /emphasis added/ and "covert networks" would appear to be veiled hints that 
some ostensible communists-may in fact be nationalist patriots working secretly for the 
resistance and, again, a warning against hasty judgment and vengeance. 

If items (3) and (7) appear cruel, it should be remembered that this is a document of 
war addressed to a population that has, in the past three years, witnessed mass political 
executions (admitted by the regime to have totalled 12,000 in Kabul alone and estimated 
at double that number}, torture and imprisonment; school children shot down in the 
streets and crushed by tanks; resisting villagers buried alive by bulldozers or thrown 
bound into rivers; families forced to search through cesspools for the bodies of their 
loved ones; and more. 

It is conservatively estimated that the Afghan people have suffered half a million 
civilian casualties (though the present regime says its predecessors killed 1.5 million). 
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including victims of napalm and, reportedly, poison gas. An estimated 1.8 million 
Afghans---between 10%-15% of the pre-1978 population---are now refugees in Pakistan 
and Iran. 

Advice on how to kill the enemy must therefore be viewed in perspective. The Afghans 
are poorly armed, fighting the army of a superpower. Like the undergrounds and the 
Warsaw Ghetto fighters of World War II, they must fight as best they can. 

Explanatory notes follow the text. 

Rosanne Klass 
Director, Afghanistan Information Center 

Text of a "Shabnama" (Night Letter") distributed in Kabul in August 1980 
by the National Front for the Liberation of Afghanistan: 

OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF KABUL CI'rY 

For your assurance, we declare that the National Front for the Liberation of 

Afghanistan is actively cooperating with you in conducting the holy war in the city of 

Kabul. We have established centers of resistance in all districts of the city and we 

have prepared, in special books, a list of all the anti-national and anti-Islamic 

individuals along with their affiliations, their biographies, and their individual crimes. 

We are seriously investigating and making a record of the names, addresses, behavior and 

1 particular habits of the Khalqis and Parchamis. 

Those who are truly working for the perpetuation of Russia's domination in 

Afghanistan, or for the strengthening of their puppet regime, will be punished in the 

near future, on the basis of their importance. The punishment for each Parchami or 

Khalqi will be determined through a just trial in accordance with Islamic law to determine 

the extent of their criminal activities prior to their arrest. 

The criteria are obvious: if one of them has killed one of our sisters or brothers, 

we will execute that person along with one of the dearest members of his family. If · 

someone has been directly involved in the martyrdom of one of our sisters or brothers, 

we will execute only the guilty person. If someone has been directly involved in the 

imprisonment and torture of our brother or sister, we will kidnap him and his family and 

put them on trial. If an individual becomes an instrument for furthering the aims of the 



-3-

Russians, we will arrest and try only that person. In any case, our trials will be 

just to a great extent. 

Our purpose in telling you this is to assure our struggling and embattled com-

patriots that the city of Kabul is under the strong control of both overt and covert 

networks of the National Islamic Front for the Liberation of Afghanistan. We are 

monitoring the movements of our enemies as well as those of our friends. We have 

complete confidence in the total victory of the national jihad of the Muslim nation of 

Afghanistan. With the will of Almighty God, once more the honor of our motherland shall 

be freed from the evil claws of the aliens and their mercenaries. The reputation of our 

country and her purity will sparkle like clear crystal once again. We swear to God, 

and swear to our Afghan national pride, that we will avenge each drop of blood shed by 

our sisters and brothers. 

2 In retaliation for the massacre in Kunar, we slaughtered several hundred Russian 

paratroopers. 3 In response to the cruelties in Herat , we killed 1500 Russians in 

Kandahar. In response to the bombardments in Surkhrood, Wardak, and Ghazni, we forced 

the Russians to commit suicide.4 

We swear to God that we will keep on killing Russians until the last one of them 

is driven out from our sacred soil. 

Our compatriots in Kabul should be aware that the mujahiddin groups, and especially 

the National Islamic Front for the Liberation of Afghanistan, are grateful and indebted 

to their bravery. Tile Kabul uprising5 gave the Russians no chance to even start with 

their spring assault. As a result, we are now consolidating our positions within a radius 

of 12 miles around Kabul. 6 

In order to execute the second phase, we are seriously issuing the following 

advice to our brothers and sisters: 

(1) Try to persuade government officials and workers to undertake strikes and 

sabotage, so that the machinery of government, which does nothing but render services to 

the Russians, becomes paralyzed. If you are working in sensitive jobs such as radio, 1'' / 



-4-

the press and other important jobs, try to keep your national pride, whether openly or 

secretly. Stay alive and keep your patriotism alive in various intelligent ways. If 

you are obliged to mention the "limited Soviet contingent" phrase7, announce it with an 

insulting tone or try to smuggle in whatever words you can to give the impression that it 

is in fact a big lie. If you are working in the offices where they deal with barter or 

cash transactions with the Russians, or in transport, try to sabotage the work and be 

absent whenever you feel you can do a lot of harm. Try to destroy or lose the files, 

confuse the accounting, procrastinate---and give this same advice to your friends. 

(2) If you are a businessman or shopkeeper, do not buy or sell Russian-made 

commodities. Refuse to sell your goods to the Russians, Khalqis, or Parchamis, or raise 

your prices to such a level [for thet!!!(that they can't afford to buy. 

(3) If possible, try to make friends with Khalqis and Parchamis whom you know 

very well .£Jr. note: unclear; apparently means ''whom you know to be Khalqis and 

Parchamis.:J. Then kill them, using simple means such as poison, strangling with nylon 

stockings, drugs, knives and other means that do not create noise. Then cut the bodies 

into small pieces and put them in plastic bags. Dispose of the bags in diverse places 

far apart and away from your home, or dump them in the cemeteries. 

(4) Take pictures or films of Russian movements, of their various kinds of arms 

and weapons, of their meetings, of the demonstrations against them, and of their shootings 

and killings. Inexpensive cameras are available in the market, and photo shops can teach 

you how to take simple pictures. 

(5) If you have weapons, bury them in the ground---but not in plastics. 

(6) In case a Freedom Fighter should take refuge in your house, hide him. But 

until you are sure that he is not a planted agent, don't tell him anything; just receive 

him as an Afghan. 

(7) Use the handcarts from which fruits and vegetables are sold, nnd other means, 

to carry printed materials for dissemination and reproduction. 

Always try to use simple methods and devices. Do not attack the enemy in crowded 
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places. Show your anger in action, not just by chanting .£.patrioti2:.,7 slogans. When you 

throw a bomb or published materials into the house of a Khalqi or Parchami, chant pro-

government slogans and get away. 

Control your nerves and do not take action hastily and impulsively. However, do 

not be afraid of death. Fear does not look nice for an Afghan. While our country, our 

honor, our religion, and the existence of our society are threatened by death and 

extinction, it would be shameful for us to stay alive and yet do nothing. We must do 

something to rescue our country, and such a task, in addition to courage, requires wisdom 

and planning. Make careful plans for the killing of a Russian or a malicious Khalqi or 

Parchami. Follow the plan step by step. Then make a plan for the killing of another 

bear. Act consciously, because the KGB, the Russian intelligence service, and its Khalqi 

and Parchami puppets are biting like a mad dog left and right, and they are monitoring 

everything by every means. 

(8) Very soon you will know how to contact the networks of the National Islamic 

Front. Please reproduce and distribute this publication. 

* * * 

Notes on "Nightletter" 

1. "Khalqis and Parchamis"---Memhers of the two factions of the People's Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan. The Taraki/Amin regime that preceded the Soviet invasion was led by 
the Khalq ("Masses") faction. The current regime represents the triumph of the 
Parcham ("Banner") faction. Bitter infighting continues between them. 

2. " ••• massacre in Kunar"---In April 1979, the village of Kera la in the Kunar valley was 
wiped out. According to published eyewitness reports, 20 Soviet advisers commanded 
Afghan troops with machine guns in a massacre of more than 1,000 unarmed men and boys 
who had been rounded up as supporters of the resistance. 

3. " ••• cruelties in Herat"---There have been repeated uprisings in Afghanistan's third 
largest city, and they have been crushed with helicopter rockets, machine guns and 
tanks. After the first uprising in early 1979 (in which an estimated 260 Russians 
were killed), the civilian death toll was variously estimated at 20,000 to 32,000. 
However, the claim here of having killed 1500 Russians in Kandahar in reprisal "may 
be exaggerated, or might include Afghan government troops who are often contemptu
ously referred to as "Russians" if they support the communist regime. 

4. " ••• Surkhrood, Wardak, Ghazni. •• suicide"---Districts reportedly attacked with 
particular ferocity, sometimes including orders to wipe out the total population, 
There are reliable reports that Russian soldiers, fearful of Afghan fury, sometimes ~ 
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commit suicide to avoid capture. 

5. "Kabul uprising"---In February 1980, mass protests and a strike of shopkeepers 
and government workers paralyzed the capital city. Police posts and Soviet armor 
were attacked. The protests were quelled at a reported cost of 500 civilian lives. 
As noted above, shabnama played a part in coordinating the strike. 1be Soviets and 
the Karma! regime were apparently surprised by the emergence of organized resistance 
in Kabul, previously quiet and the least likely of all Afghan cities to produce a 
resistance movement. 

6. " ••• radius of 12 miles"---As of May 1981, the Soviets were reported to be razing 
all villages within a 5-mile radius of Kabul, to stop their support for, and use 
as bases by, mujahiddin, who in April and May l'.) 81 assassinated a number of high
level Afghan communists in Kabul in broad dayl ibht. 

7. "limited Soviet contingent"---This phrase (alternately, "limited military 
contingent") is used constantly by the regimG u~d its supporters to refer to the 
invading Soviet troops, now estimated to number over 100,000. 

X X X 
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