
FREE 
AFGHANISTAN! 



F R E E A F G H A N I S T A N 

On Christmas Day 1979 the USSR launched a lightning 
invasion of Afghanistan to insure the survival of a 
Marxist puppet regime that had its origin in a bloody 
coup in 1978. Afghanistan could hardly present a mi
litary threat to the Soviet Union. Its client regime 
in Kabul was, however, threatened and embarrassed 
by a nationwide uprising against its repressive pol
icies and the mounting Soviet domination of Afghan 
civil and military affairs. Throughout history the 
Afghan people have cherished their independence, and 
have repeatedly rid themselves of the yoke of foreign 
domination. Even now, faced with the onslaught of the 
Soviets' most sophisticated military machinery, in
cluding Napalm and reportedly nerve gas, Afghan re
sistance has not collapsed. 

The world community, in the U.N. General Assembly, 
promptly and overwhelmingly denounced the invasion 
and demanded the immediate withdrawal of Russian 
troops from Afghansitan. This was followed by an even 
stronger condemnation by the Conference of Islamic Na
tions meeting in Islamabad. The U.S. has taken addi
tional concrete measures to express outrage over the 
Soviet action. The integrity of Afghanistan as a na
tion, and the right to self-determination of its peo
ple demand support for the following principles and 
issues: 
1. The Soviet invasion of and military presence in 

Afghanistan is a crime against international law 
and the Afghan people. It must never be accepted 
or condoned. 

2. All Soviet troops and so called 11 military advi
sors11 must be withdrawn from Afghanistan, under 
supervision by a U.N. peace-keeping force if ne
cessary. Cutbacks or reductions in troop strength 
serve only as smoke screens for continued domina
tion. 



3. The Afghan people should have the opportunity to 
form a government of their own choosing, without 
any foreign interference. 

4. Afghan refugees need support. As many as 700,000 
have been driven from their homeland by the repres
sion and fighting since April 1978. Until they can 
return, they are dependent on your humanitarian 
assistance. Relief organizations providing aid to 
the refugees include: the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Care, and Oxfam. 

5. Reports of the use of nerve gas by the Soviet Union 
in Afghanistan should be investigated promptly by 
the signatories to the Geneva Convention outlawing 
chemical warfare. Organizations such as the Red 
Cross and Amnesty International should be allowed 
to visit Afghan prisons as well as investigate re
ports of alleged massacres, such as the one at Ke
rala where over 1000 unarmed civilians were repor
tedly slaughtered. 

6. Participation in the Moscow Olympics would make a 
mockery of the Olympic spirit. In ancient Greece a 
truce was declared between warring states so that 
the athletes could participate in peace and harmony. 
The brutal invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet 
Union has shattered its carefully cultivated facade 
of a civilized nation worthy of hosting the Olympic 
Games. 

Show your concern for the tragedy in Afghanistan by 
writing members of Congress and the Administration, en
couraging them in their efforts to stop the bloodshed 
by supporting a complete withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan. 
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