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Prime Minister Maiwandwal is welcomed by President Johnson upon his arrival at the White House. 
The ceremonies included full military honors, including a 21-gun salute. 

MAIWANDWAL HONORED AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, 
SANTA BARBARA 

Prime Minister Mohammad Hashim 
Maiwandwal was one of three noted fi
gures accorded an honorary degree by 
the University of California at Santa 
Barbara. 

Maiwandwal received the Doctor of 
Laws degree during outdoor ceremonies 
at the university stadium. 

Also awarded degrees were Lester B. 
Pearson, Prime Minister of Canada, a 
Doctor of Laws degree; and Francis M. 
Sedgwick, the sculptor and author,. a 
Doctor of Fine Arts degree. 

The Prime Minister was lauded by the 
university for sharing his knowledge of 
political science, economics, history and 
religion with his countrymen through his 
teaching and his writings. 

155-YEAR-OLD MAN DIES IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

A 155-year-old man died in Afghanistan 
on Feb. 5. · · 

Photo by Editor, Afghan Student News 

Mullah Baba Ali had been living in iso
lation in a mosque in Mullah Khail, Lagh
mani village, for the last 50 years, ac
cording to the Kabul Times. 

Baba Ali leaves behind two sons, three 
daughters, and 50 grandsons and great
grandsons. His oldest sons died at the age 
of 80 more than 15 years ago. 

The old man was healthy, had good 
teetl;l and could recite the Koran, but he 
could no longer recognize people. At the 
age of 100, he retired from his camel 
business. Until three years ago, Baba Ali 
walked three miles every Friday to attend 
congregat~onal prayers. 

PODGORNY INVITED TO 
. AFGHANISTAN 

The Information Department of the Min
istry of Foreign Affairs announced recent
! y that His Majesty the King has invited 
the head of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of Soviet Union, Nikolai Victoro
vitch Podgorny, to make an official visit 
to Afghanistan. 

President Podgomy will arrive on May 
30 and will stay up to June 2. 

FISH CENTER PLANNED 

Kabul-A centerforpropagatingfish will 
be established in Darunta. Documents 
related to the establishment of the center 
were signed here recently between Dr. 
Ehsan Rafiq, Deputy Minister of Agricul
ture and Irrigation and Eng. Ghoze, head 
of the· Chinese team ·of fish-raising ex
perts working here. 

Four species of carp will be raised at 
the center. Chinese charge de affairs in 
Kabul, and a number of officials of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 
were present at the signing of the 
documents. 

COMMITTEES FORMED TO STUDY 
KABUL WATER PROBLEM 

Sev·eral committees were elec~ed re
cently at a meeting held in the Ministry 
of Public Health to study ways to prevent 
contamination of drinking water in Kabul. 

The meeting, ·which was presided over 
by Dr. Abdul Rahman Ha~imi, Deputy 
Minister of Public Health, was attended by 

· · Continf!,ed on Page 6 
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REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT UPON THE ARRIVAL OF 
PRIME MINISTER MAIWANDWAL OF AFGHANISTAN 

Mr. Prime Minister: 

I am very happy, on behalf of all Ameri
cans, to welcome you back to our country 
and to this city that you know so well. 

You came here before as your country's 
Ambassador. You return as Prime Minis
ter. We are proud that a good friend who 
lived among us has found time to pay us a 
cordial visit in the position of great trust 
and distinction he now holds. 

Mr. Prime Minister, Afghanistan is far 
from us in miles and hours this morning. 
But for us it is no longer a distant, 
far-off, remote place. 

Countless Americans have come to know 
your country and your people. 

President Eisenhower was your guest. 
Their Majesties King Zahir and Queen 
Homaira are warmly remembered by all 
of us for their stay here in 1963. 

Ambassador Pazhwak is our good neigh
bor in New York as President of the United 
Nations General Assembly. 

So we meet today as friends. We live on 
opposite sides of the globe, yet we have 
much in common: 

- Your land-like ours-has a strong 
tradition of freedom and independence. 

-Your people-like ours-cherish di
versity while they seek unity in mutual 
respect and justice. 

-You-like us-are experimenters in 
the art of government and social reform. 

-And we share a common dedication to 
peace, and to the ideal of a world com
munity based on freedom. 

Mr. Prime Minister, these are only a 
few of the ties which bind us together. 
Historically, the relations between our 
countries have been close and cordial. 

Today they are warmer than ever before. 
It is an honor and a pleasure to have you 
with us to discuss an even more productive 
future. 

Response by Prime Minister Maiwandwal 
to Remarks of President Johnson on 
Arrival at White House, March 28, 1967, 
Tuesday, 11 :30 A.M. 

Mr. President: 

I wish to thank you Excellency most 
sincerely for your warm words of wel
come and kind expressions of friendship 
toward Afghanistan. 

First, I have the honor to convey the 
heart-felt greetings of my souvereign King 
Mohammed Zahir Shah to you personally 
and through you to the government and 
people of the United States of America. 
His Majesty recalls with the greatest of 
pleasure and satisfaction the cordial hos
pitality accorded to him and Her Majesty 
Queen Homaira during their memorable 
state visit to the United States in September 
1963. 

For my own part, I wish to thank you for 
inviting me to make this visit to the United 
States which I remember so fondly from 
my two previous official assignments in 
this country. It will afford me a welcome 
opportunity to meet and talk with you, Mr. 
President, as well as with other officials 
and citizens of the United States including 
many old friends. 

Although a considerable geographic dis
tance separates our two countries, our 
common belief and devotion to liberty and 
respect for the inherent dignity of man 
have bridged this distance. 

President Johnson delivering his welcoming speech on the arrival of Prime Minister Maiwandwal at the 

White House. Full military honors were rendered, 
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President Johnson, Prime Minister Maiwandwal and 
the first lady watching the £1 gun salute in honor of 
the Prime Minister's visit to the U.S. 

I am confident that my visit will serve 
to strengthen and promote the friendly and 
cordial relations which so happily have 
prevailed between Afghanistan and the 
United States since the establishment of 
formal ties in 1943. I find it an interesting 
and noteworthy coincidence that the day 
before yesterday-my first full day in the 
United States on this visit-marked the 
anniversary of the signing of the historic 
agreement in Paris thirty-one years ago, 
establishing diplomatic and consular rep
resentation between our two countries for 
the first time. It was during these years 
that Afghan students began coming to the 
United States for higher studies, and the 
flow has increased steadily through the 
years since then. Also, over the past 
twenty years many Americans have been 
coming to Afghanistan to assist our coun
try in its economic development along with 
specialists and technicians of other coun
tries and the United Nations. 

Afghanistan is engaged in an all-out 
effort to develop its econom·y while at the 

· same time modernizing its political and 
social institutions. Our people deeply ap
preciate the assistance which the friendly 
countries including the United States have 
contributed to these goals. 

Afghanistan follows a policy of active 
non-alignment and is determined to exer
cise its free judgment in international 
affairs. It endeavors wherever possible to 
serve the cause of international peace and 
the rights of nations and peoples in the 
firm belief that only in peace can the 
progress of all nations, including Afghani
stan, be assured, and that international 
understanding is the best way of·ensuring 
human prosperity throughout the world. 

My government is strongly dedicated to 
working for reform in the economic, poli
tical, social and cultural spheres in the 
country. 

I am looking forward to friendly ex
changes of views with you, Mr. President, 
and other members of your government in 
the hope that they may contribute to the 
achievement of the peace and prosperity 
for which we and our peoples strive. 
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A reception ¢ven by the Middle East Institute of Washington, D.C. in Honor of Prime Minister Maiwandwal. 

JOINT STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND 
PRIME MINISTER MAIWANDWAL 

At the invitation of President Johnson, 
Prime Minister Mohammed Hashim Mai
wandwal of Afghanistan visited Washing
ton from March 28-30, 1967. The President 
and Prime Minister met on March 28 
and exchanged views on matters of mutual 
interest. 

President Johnson took particular 
pleasure in welcoming the Prime Minister 
back to Washington, recalling his long and 
distinguished role as Ambassador from 
Afghanistan to the United States. The 
President also recalled the state visit to 

the United States in September 1963 of 
Their Majesties King Mohammed Zahir 
Shah and Queen Homaira, a visit which 
added substantially to the long record of 
close friendship between the United States 
and Afghanistan. He asked the Prime 
Minister to convey to His Majesty the King 
the warm affection and admiration of the 
American people for the Afghan people, 

Prime Minister Maiwandwal described 
for the President Afghanistan's continuing 
efforts, under the leadership of His Majes
ty the King, to build and strengthen demo-

Prime Minister Maiwandwal and Secretary of State Dean Rusk.greet each other. Their chat was friendly and 
informal. 

Page 3 

cratic institutions and to press economic 
and social progress. He outlined his gov
ernment's intention, under the Third Five 
Year Plan, to intensify economicdevelop
ment efforts. The President assured the 
Prime Minister of the continuing desire of 
the United States to do its part in assisting 
Afghanistan's efforts for implementing 
the Third Five Year Plan. The Prime 
Minister expressed to the President the 
deep appreciation of the Afghan people 
for United States economic assistance. 

In this connection the President noted 
with special satisfaction cooperative ef
forts of long duration by the United States 
and Afghanistan in many fields of educa
tion. 

The Prime Minister reviewed Afghani
stan's foreign policy of non-alignment 
and friendship and cooperation with all 
Nations. He described the problems exist
ing among the countries of the region 
to which Afghanistan belongs and re
iterated Afghanistan's view that these 
problems can be solved through peaceful 
means and in an atmosphere of under
standing, confidence and realism. 

The two leaders talked about current 
developments elsewhere in Asia, particu
larly the urgent need for peace and stability 
in Southeast Asia. They outli11ed their 
respective positions on the problem of 
Vietnam and agreed that a peaceful and 
just settlement is urgently needed. The 
President described for the Prime Minis
ter the many and persisting efforts of the 
United States to achieve a cessation of 
hostilities in Vietnam consistent with the 
freedom and independence of the peopleof 
South Vietnam. The Prime Minister stated 
that implementation of the 1954 Geneva 
accords is a sound basis for the settle
ment of the Vietnamese problem. 

The President was delighted to know of 
the intention of the University of California 
at Santa Barbara to bestow an honorary 
degree on the Prime Minister during his 
current visit. 

MOSLEM NEWS SERVICE 

The World Moslem Congress in session 
in Karachi, today agreed in principle to 
the setting up of a world Moslem news 
agency. 

In commemoration of our Independ
ence Day on May 27, the Afghan 
Student News extends its best wishes 
to the people of Afghanistan for a 
joyful holiday. We would like to re
member the souls of those brave and 
noble men who gave their lives for 
the cause of everlasting freedom and 
who preserved our country as an in
dependent nation for succeeding gen
erations. We also salute the memory 
of those citizens of Afghanistan who 
have died while in the United States 
and other foreign countries while in 
the pursuit of higher education and 
other goals for the betterment of our 
nation. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS AT THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 
OF WASHINGTON. D.C. 

The following questions were asked of 
Prime Minister Maiwandwal at the Na
tional Press Club of Washington. D.C. 

Q. You received economic aid from the 
U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. How well does the 
help from the East and the West workout? 

A. Well, we have benefited greatlyfrom 
the financial assistance and technical as
sistance that has been accorded to us by 
East and West. Not only so, but I believe 
that the assisting nations have also bene
fited from this because they both have 
cooperated in promoting economic de
velopment and stabilization of our area as 
an area of peace. I can even say that the 
cooperation between the countries of dif
ferent idealogical blocks in the develop
ment of our country has been to the extent 
that we hope that they have an example 
of possible cooperation in other areas of 
the world if they would like to follow this 
example. 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister: Ramparts mag
azine carries an article alleging that you 
have personal knowledge of attempts by 
the CIA to recruit an Afghan student as an 
agent. Would you comment on this article 
and the general question of CIA efforts 
to recruit agents from among foreign stud
ents in the United States? 

A. As the reports in the papers say, and 
as I have been told, this is unfortunate. 
These efforts have been made amongst 
foreign students, but in many cases among 
the countries that send students to this 
country (U.S.), including Afghanistan. We 
have the greatest faith in the integrity of 
our young people and their loyalty to their 
country, and if there were exceptions this 
is just unfortunate. My knowledge about 
this is from what I read in the papers 
today and from what I have been told 
about some of the reports. 

Q. Can peace be made in North Vietnam 
while China and Russia disagree in ideal
ogy? In a related question do you think 
that people in China possess a threat to 
South China? 

A. It is quite possible and rather it is 
essential that peace be sought in spite of 
differences in idealogy. Coexistance, liv
ing together, living and allowing others to 
live is the principle stamina in the world's 
peace. We believe that if the rights and 
aspirations and desires of the people are 
understood, and if ways and means are 
sought for mutual understanding, there 
will be no threat if our attempts are aimed 
for the benefit of the whole of humanity. 

Q. In what areas of foreign aid will you 
seek assistance from the Soviet Union on 
your forthcoming trip to Moscow? 

A. I do not have any trip on my itinerary 
for Moscow, but it is quite possible that 
I might take a trip abroad. I may have the 
occasion to visit Moscow. We have been 
assured of the participation of the Soviet 
government in our third five-year plan. 
We have good neighborly relations with 
the Soviet Union and the cooperation that 
the Soviet Union renders us in our eco
nomic development is fruitful and mutually 
beneficial. 

Q. What is your opm10n of U Thant's 
three-point peace plan and apparent re
jection by North Vietnam? 

A. I feel that the Secretary General 
should be given every chance in pursuit 
of his attempts for reaching a settlement 
regarding a peace negotiation in North 
Vietnam. I have read his statements and 
I am glad that he still feels optimistic 
that he has not received any categorical 
denial. Although generally the announce
ments that have been reported from Viet
nam have been interpreted or thought to 
be a rejection. However, we feel that if 
the bombing and military actions against 
the North Vietnam, which is an independent 
and sovereign nation be stopped, the pos
sibility of negotiation for a peaceful set
tlement and a ceasefire might be more 
welcomed. 

Q. Since Afghanistan is a neighbor of 
Iran, Turkey and Pakistan and since you 
have the same culture and religion, would 
there by any possibility of cooperating 
with or joining the Regional Cooperation 
for Development? 

A. Our policy, as I said in my state
ment, is a policy of non-alignment. But 
active participation and cooperation, as 
far as the RCD is concerned, we wish the 
countries that joined together under the 
RCD program happy success, but we would 
like to go along in our economic develop
ment with bi-lateral help from any friend
ly country. 

Q. To what extent is Afghanistan's eco
nomic development impeded by shortages 
of skilled manpower? What is Afghanistan 
doing to overcome these shortages? 

A. The shorage of manpower is rather 
an acute problem with us as it is with 
any other underdeveloped country. That 
is why in our economic development plan 
we lay more emphasis on our social 
services and particularly education. And 
we want to channel our efforts in promoting 

Prime Minister Maiwandwal and Secretary-General 
of the United Nations Mr. U Thant at the UN 
headquarters in New York, 

education to the extent that we will have 
enough personnel and trained people in 
the implementing of our plan. Also we will 
have enough jobs and placements for those 
who are produced from our schools and 
our university. We have education up to 
university level within the country and we 
send our students to different other coun
tries abroad for higher education. 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister: this is a two
part question: 1. Does your government 
encourage and want foreign investment? 
2. What type of U.S. aid would be helpful 
to your country at this time? 

A. We do welcome foreign investment 
and more than that we do encourage 
foreign investment. We have enacted a new 
investment law which helps, supports, and 
encourages both domestic and foreign 
investment. 

2. The aid and assistance we need from 
the government and from the private sector 
of this country (U.S.) is a participation 
in our third five-year plan, and the pro-

• 

Prime Minister Maiwa:ndwal at the !Blamic center in Washington, D.C. The Prime Minister was greeted at 
the Mosque by Afghan students in Washington and by ambassadors from 13 /slamic countries. 
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jects and sectors that they would like to 
help, or that they would think beneficial 
to help. 

Q. The Peace Corps is working in Af
ghanistan. What are they doing, what sec
tions are they helping and what is your 
opinion of the Peace Corps efforts? 

A. We have had Peace Corps volunteers 
in Afghanistan for many years and they 
are helping in the fields of education, 
health and other social sciences. They are 
coming along all right in Afghanistan and 
their counterparts are happy to help them. 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, at what points 
do Soviet and U.S. interests meet in 
Afghanistan? 

A. We understand that the interests of 
these two great powers are in peace and 
economic development and better stand
ards of living for the people. Afghanistan 
is an area in which they can fruitfully 
cooperate in helping the lot of the Afghan 
people for a better standard of living. 

Q. What is the situation on the part of 
the Pashtonistan question? 

A. The Pashtonistan question is a ren
ment of the colonial period. After the par
tition of the British from the Indian sub
continent, the Pashtoon people who com
prised more than seven million people 
were not given a right for self-det':?rmi
nation. The problem was inherited by 
Pakistan and since then we have made 
every effort to reach an honorary settle
ment with the government of Pakistan 
over the destiny of these people. We hope 
that when a chance for free expression of 
the desires and aspirations of the people 
of P akhtonistan ( P ashtonistan) is achieved, 
this problem will be settled and better 
areas of cooperation between the two 
peoples of Pashtonistan and Pakistan and 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan will be 
in the picture. 

"Nothing on earth consumes a man more 
quickly than the passion of resentment.'' 

March-April 1967 

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO 
SANTA BARBARA 

By Theodore Harder 

Now that the visit of His Excellency, 
Prime Minister Maiwandwal, to the Uni
versity of California, Santa Barbara, is a 
matter of history a few observations of 
his visit may be in order. 

Seldom has any visit to this campus or 
the community of Santa Barbara captured 
the hearts of the students and towns
people in the manner achieved by His 
Excellency. His gracious manner, kindly 
smile and thoughtful words immediately 
caught on with all who saw and heard him. 

Perhaps the one event that endeared him 
to the students occurred in the afternoon 
when he was introduced to the vast gather
ing. The applause of the crowd was strong 
but when with a kindly wave of his hand 
he acknowledged their applause the reac
tion of the crowd was spontaneous. This 
resulted in a deafening roar of applause 
that rolled over the studium like a giant 
wave. From this point on His Excellency's 
every move or word was cause for a heart 
warming response from the large 
gathering. 

The speech given by His Excellency that 
evening at the Charter Day dinner attended 
by some 500 dignitaries was most im
pressive. The delivery was excellent and 
the message conveyed was both enlighten
ing as well as thought provoking. Since 
that day there has been a tremendous 
increase of interest in the affairs and 
peoples of Afghanistan. The local libraries 
report a heavy demandforliteraturedeal
ing with Afghanistan, its history and its 
people. It is also interesting to report 
that local travel agencies are beginning to 
receive inquiries on travel and hotel ac
commodations in this fascinating land 
beyond the Khyber. 

Truly, His Excellency Prime Minister 
Maiwandwal did a superb job of kindling 
the interest of millions of Americans 
concerning your homeland. All of us here 

Prime Minister MaiwandwaJ, (far right) and Afghan students in an informal conference in the library of 
Biltmore Hotel in Santa Barb ara. The questions were intelligent and the answers were logical. 
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On April 3, 1967, The University of California, 
Santa Barbara, confe"ed the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws upon Prime Minister Maiwandwal. 
Here Premier Maiwandwal is followed by Governor 
Ronald Reagan of California. 

in Santa Barbara hope that His Excellency 
will be able to visit us many more times 
in the future. 

MEMBERS OF THE PARTY FOR THE 
VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
HIS EXCELLENCY MOHAMMAD 
HASHIM MAIWANDWAL. PRIME 
MINISTER OF AFGHANISTAN 

March 25-April 9, 1967 

Members of the Afghan Party: His 
Excellency Mohammad Hashim Maiwan
dwal, Prime Minister of Afghanistan; His 
Excellency Abdullah Malikyar, Ambassa
dor of Afghanistan to the United States; 
His Excellency Nur Ali, Minister of Com
merce; Dr. Abdul Ghafur Rawan Farhadi, 
Secretary, Afghan Council of Ministers, 
Director General for Political Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Mr. Shah 
Mohammad Dost, Secretary to the Prime 
Minister. 

Members of the Afghan Unofficial Party: 
Mr. Sayed Khalil, Kabul Times; Mr. Sayed 
Faqir Alawi, Isiah; Mr. M. Yonus Nusraty, 
Editor, Afghan Student News. 

Members of the American Party: The 
Honorable Robert G. Neumann, American 
Ambassador to Afghanistan; The Honora
ble James W. Symington, Chief of Protocol 
of the United States; Mr. Samuel L. King, 
Assistant Chief of Protocol, Department 
of State; Mr. James W. Spain, Director 
Pakistan and Afghanistan Affairs, Depart
ment of State; Mr. Daniel Brown, Public 
Affairs Officer, Bureau of Near Eastern 
and South Asian Affairs, Department of 
State; Mr. Ben Whitehead, Protocol Offi
cer, Department of State. 

United States Information Agency Re
presentatives: Mr. Lawrence Riordan, 
Photographer; Mr. Robert Troutman, Re
porter; Mr. Sherman Beck, Director, 
Motion Pictures; Mr. Robert Rose, Direc
tor, Motion Pictures; Mr. Ronald van 
Nostrand, Cameraman, Motion Pictures. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Mr. Nusraty: 

We have just received the January
February issue of the AFGHAN STUDENT 
NE ws you kindly sent us. Thank you very 
much. We wish you the best of success in 
your endeavors. 

Perhaps you know that Radio Afghanistan 
has, for quite some time, broadcast a 
program called "Our Youth Abroad." In 
this program we try to inform our listen
ers of the activities and thoughts of Af
ghan students in foreign countries. Un
fortunately we have not received any 
contributions from students in the United 
States. 

Therefore, could you place an adver
tisement in the AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS 
requesting any interested Afghan students 
to send us information? They should send 
a tape recording, in either Pashto or 
Dari, in which the student outlines a brief 
review of his studies, extra activities, 
and impressions of his environment. The 
taped talk should not exceed two or three 
minutes. The speaker could also include 
Greetings to his family. 

Thank you very much, and best wishes. 
Sincerely yours, 
G. Hazrat Koshan 
Chief of Programs 

Dear Mr. Nusraty: 

I think that the Afghan Student News has 
been excellent this year. You have done a 
fine job as editor and are to be congratu
lated. Keep up the good work. 

All the luck in the world in your work. 
Should you wish me to write an article 
for a later issue please let me know. 

Sincerely, 
Arnold Fletcher 
13156 Hartsook St. 
Sherman Oaks, California 
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AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS 

Publishedbi-monthlythroughouttheyear (as far as the budget allows), by the 
Associated Students of Afghanistan in the United States of America (ASA/ 
USA). ASN is distributed to all the Afghan students in the United States and 
to the American friends of Afghanistan. Recipients should pay an annual fee 
of not less than $5.00 to the ASA/USA to enable us to send this paper to you. 
This is a non-profit organization helping the Afghan students and working 
for understanding between Afghanistan and the United States. 

The Afghan Student News welcomes articles, constructive criticism, and 
other contributions from its readers. Unsigned articles are written by the 
editor. 

Please address all correspondence to: M. Yonus Nusraty 

Dear Mr. Nusraty: 

Thank you very much for sending the 
current issues of the Afghan Student News 
to all Afghan participants at Teachers 
College, Columbia University. It is my 
impression and understanding that all the 
participants here do appreciate the quality 
of the work and have deep interest in 
reading the News. The content is quite 
informative and useful for us as well as 
others. We all wish you success. 

Sincerely, 
W. M. Rahimi 

Continued from Page 1 

representatives from the Ministries of 
Agriculture and Irrigation and Mines and 
Industries, the Kabul Municipal Corpora
tion, the Kabul University Health Institute 
and WHO e;icperts working in Afghanistan. 

The committees are to report to the 
Ministry on the drinking water resources 
of Kabul and surrounding areas, and ways 
of preventing contamination of the supply. 

Editor, Afghan Student News 
P. 0. Box 4818 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Prime Minister Lester Pearson of Canada and Prime 
Minister Mohammed Hashim Maiwandwal of Afghani

stan at the Biltmore Hotel in Santa Barbara. The 

following day the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws to the Prime Ministers of the two countries. 

NSA GUIDEBOOK A IDS STUDENT 
TRAVEL IN AMERICA 

American and foreign students touring 
the USA this summer have at their finger
tips a handy pocket-sized storehouse of 
information. Entitled ''Student Travel in 
America,'' this guidebook can now be ob
tained from the Student Services Division, 
USNSA, 2115 S Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20008. The price is $1.00 plus 15C 
postage. 

'' Student Travel in America'' contains 
listings on moderately priced hotels and 
student dormitories throughout the USA, 
plus Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean. 
It also notes those establishments which 
are enrolled in the American Student Dis
count System and offers various discounts 
to students carrying the International Stud
ent Identity Card and the American Student 
Discount Card. 

Upon his arrival at Santa Barbara Municipal Airyort Prime Minister Mohammed Hashim Maiwandwal was 

greeted by a large group of Afghan Students. Here the Prime Minister shakes hands with Mr. I( akar, Vice 
President of the Afghan Student Association. Looking on are Mr. and Mrs. Manso'I']/ and their son. 

Special supplements on Boston, New 
York, Montreal (for this summer's Expo 
'67), Washington, D.C., Chicago, San Fran
cisco and Los Angeles contain additional 
listings on restaurants, sightseeing, shop
ping and places of particular interest to 
students. 
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A MESSAGE FROM ASA PRESIDENT 

Recently the ASA has been caught in the 
midst of a current of attacks and issues 
which at times has carried us along like 
pieces of driftwood in an emotional tidal 
wave. 

The first wave began when an ex-Afghan 
student, Hotaki, acting out of despiration, 
stated that AFME, and thus, affiliated 
organizations were being influenced by 
the CIA. 

The waves were carried and distorted 
through various communications media, 
namely, the Louis Lomax Show and an 
expose magazine, Ramparts, which have 
the tendency to unearth inflamatory mater
ial to excite rather than enlighten the 
public. 

Thus blown to tidal wave proportions, 
damage was brought to the integrity of 
the AF ME and its associations by such 
implications, however true or false they 
were. 

To clear itself of any implication, the 
ASA executive board unanimously voted to 
dissociate itself from AMFR (see letter 
below). 

ASA was founded by Afghans, is run by 
Afghans, and serves only the purposes of 
Afghans. lt contributes to the welfare of 
Afghans anti provides a sense of ·cultural 
and social identity to students and intro
duces our culture in the U.S. 

Some of you have received anonymous 
letters seeking to undermine your confi
dence in the ASA. However, the N. Y. 
Chapter has no knowledge of these letters 
and it would appear that the source is one 
or two students who want to dissolve the 
ASA for their own selfish reasons. If an 
association could be dissolved by unfound
ed statements, then that association has 
no meaning. 

Associations go through ups and downs 
and ours is no exception. Now is the time 
that your association needs more of you, 
your unified efforts, teamwork, determi
nation and all-out support. 

Are we to be pieces of driftwood carried 
along in a tidal wave or men anchored in 
our own integrity? Afghans always unite at 
times of crisis and this is another occasion 
that we are going to prove the best quali
ties of our Afghan heritage. Let logic and 
reason overcome emotionalism that is en
ticed by a few opportunists. Let us con
tinue with determination to maintain the 
vitality of our association with new ave
nues of support. 

April 13, 1967 
Mr. Jer·ry Jotdersma 
Afghan Program Office, Asia Foundation 
P.O. Box 3223 
San Francisco 19, California 

Dear Mr. Joldersma: 

The purpose of this letter is to advise 
you that in the meeting of April 9, 1967, 
the Executive Committee of the ASA/USA 
unanimously voted to sever alt relations 
between the ASA/USA and the Asian 
Foundation. This decision was prompted 
by the admission of the Foundation in the 
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San Francisco Chronicle that it had taken 
money from the CIA. 

Needless to say we deplore activities 
of any organization which disguises itself 
and attempts through covert actions or in
tentions to influence in any way, mis
direct, or contaminate students' minds. 

We have no evidence of any wrongdoing 
or arm twisting from the Asian Founda
tion to our Association or any of its mem
bers. Nevertheless, the possibility of the 
existence of any connection between your 
organization and the CIA leaves us no 
other choice but to disassociate. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ishaq Shahryar 
President 

April 13, 1967 
Dr. Pierre E. Nys 
Director for the Development and 
Information 
The American Friends of the 
Middle East 
1607 New Hampshire Ave., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20009 

Dear Dr. Nys: 

The purpose of this letter i-s to advise 
you that in the meeting of April 9, 1967, 
the Executive Committee of the ASA/USA 
unanimously voted to sever alt relations 
between the ASA/USA and the AFME. 
This decision was prompted by the fact 
that sufficient time elapsed when a num
ber of U.S. newspapers, including the 
New York Times and the Los Angeles 
Times, implicated the AFME as one of 
the CIA's arms. In our judgment, AFME 
has failed to convince us to the contrary, 
or to disassociate itself from this charge. 

Needless to say we deplore activities 
of any organization which disguises itself 
and attempts through ·covert actions or 
intentions to influence in any way, mis-
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direct, or contaminate students' minds. 
As I pointed out to you in my previous 

letter, we have no evidence of any wrong
doing or arm twisting from the AFME to 
our Association or any of its members. 
Nevertheless, the possibility of the ex
istence of any connection between your 
organization and the CIA leaves us no 
other choice but to disassociate. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ishaq Shahryar 
President 

COTTON PURCHASE PRICE 
BOOSTED 

Kabul-To help cotton growers and to 
encourage the production of the commod
ity, Agriculture and Irrigation Ministry 
has raised the purchase price of cotton of 
all grades by Af. 8.52. 

The current year's harvest of cotton 
will be bought at the following prices: 

First grade-Af. 53.65 per seer 
Second grade-Af. 5165 per seer 
Third grade-Af. 47.65 per seer 
Fourth grade-Af. 38.66 per seer. 
A seer equals a little over 7 kilos. 
The President of the Planning Depart

ment in the Agriculture and Irrigation 
Ministry, Abdul Majid, said the hike in 
the purchase price of cotton is expected 
to give new impetus to cotton production. 

To provide an incentive for exporters 
of cotton the Finance Ministry announced 
last week a cut in the cotton foreign ex
change surrender tax. 

Earlier the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation eliminated subgrades between 
grades one and two, two arid three, and 
three and four. 

''The world is a comedy to those who 
think, a tragedy to those who feel." 

Horace Walpole, 1717-97 

Prime Minister Maiwandwal and his party were honored with a luncheon ¢ven by Mr. John D. Rockefeller 
1/1 at his Fieldwood Farm outside New York City. From left to right: Prime Minister Maiwandwal, Mr. 

John D. Rockefeller 1/1, Mrs. Rockefeller ood Ambassador of Afghanistan in Washington Mr. Abdullah 

Malikyar. 
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What follows are results of an "empiri
cal'' study conducted by the writer in the 
past few months. The main purpose of 
this investigation was to find out for my 
own satisfaction why many students from 
Iran, Turkey and to a lesser degree from 
Afghanistan are choosing to stay in this 
country instead of going home. The con
clusions drawn however, can be applicable 
to all these countries with few or no modi
fications. In this article I am not going to 
argue for the proof of the ''brain-drain" 
or document all of its varied causes. 
"Brain-drain" simply exists as any 
knowledgeable Afghan student and inter
ested Afghan official will agree. The 
degree to which it exists is apparently 
not as alarming as in the cases of Iran, 
Canada, Formosa and Korea. Neverthe
less, in a country like Afghanistan where 
shortage of the qualified "high level" 
manpower is apparent, any drain of the 
stocks of its human capital should not be 
taken lightly. For those who are interested 
in the economics of the "brain-drain" 
and its costs to the developing countries, 
relevant literature is available in the 
United States (Congressional reports; La
bor Department; and many economists); 
Eurpoe (Organization for Economic Co
operation and Development); and several 
Soviet economists; and the U.N. agencies 
(UNESCO, ILO and others). 

The causes of "brain-drain" are mul
tiple, at times vague, at time specific. 
All cannot be explained by the pecuniary 
and economic variables . Generally speak
ing, the factors which influence the deci
sions of the non-returning students (those 
students who have made definite plans to 
stay in the host country indefinitely) are 
economic, social and on occasions psy
chological and political. The economic 
factors, due to the ease of procurement 
of relevant data, operationalization and 
importance, have received almost all of 
the attention of the scholars. It is simply 
easier to do a cost/benefit analysis of 
''brain-drain'' using economic variables 
than it would be to do the same analysis 
this time using psychological, political 
and variables taken from the social scene 
or structure of the country. In my study 
of this problem it was evident that the 
''non-economic" factors (these factors 

. 
• ,?" 

Mrs. John D. Rockefeller lll, and Mr. Maiwandwal. 
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BRAIN-DRAIN: 
THE CASE OF AFGHANISTAN 

By Mr. M. Mob in Shorish 

overlap not only among themselves but 
also with those designated as economic) 
also play significant roles in the crystal
ization of the decisions of the Afghan 
students. In fact in the case of Afghani
stan the "non-economic" factors seemed 
to be the overwhelming ones. 

Before going into the description of these 
factors, let me briefly mention the method
ology which was followed in the course of 
the study. I selected a group of 18 stud
ents (all were either close friends of the 
writer or acquaintances) who fitted my 
criteria of the "brain-drain." The stud
ents were almost equally distributed in 
their national origins between Turkey, 
Iran and Afghanistan. All were male 
graduate students who have come to this 
country as undergraduates and have lived 
in the area of the U.S. called the Mid
west. Only two of the students were 
married to American wives; the rest were 
batchelors. Of the total population, four 
students worked in their home countries 
for one or more years before returning 
to the United States. The "self-report" 
method was used in interviewing the three 
populations. The interviews averaged 
about two hours for each of the 18 students. 

The following non-economic categories 
were identified to be of major importance 
in the decision-making process of these 
foreign students to remain in the host 
country: 

I. The rate and the amount of information 
flow and the degree of communication 
between student and his countrymen and 
government. 

II. Anxiety-generating factors. 
III. The realities of the work in the 

home country. 
I. Lack or low rate of flow of com

munications and information: ( a) letters 
and inquiries of students are almost never 
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answered by the people in the embassy 
or by those attached in the cultural and 
educational attache offices of the country. 
Communications from the friends and 
relatives very seldom describe the de
velopments and the failures of their nation. 
This is due mainly to friends' and rela
tives' ignorance of the developments and 
real or unfounded fear to mention the 
failures and crises. Printed information 
about their country is at a minimum and 
efforts to secure such information through 
the governmental agencies in this country 
or at home have more than often born the 
bitter fruits of frustrations and disappoint
ments. 

(b) The embassy more than often itself 
does not have an up-to-date list of the 
students in this country. The excuse that 
students do not keep in touch with the 
embassy is a poor one. The people who 
have planned to remain in this country 
are, as a matter of necessity ( employ
ment, etc.), in favor of filing their change 
of addresses with the post office depart
ment. In such a case letters of the em
bassy marked ''left no forwarding ad
dress" should be at a minimum. 

( c) There is less or no support by the 
embassy for national organizations or 
clubs on different campuses. Surely, the 
creation and strengthening of these organi
zations and clubs and the immediate and 
long-run rewards and benefits which could 
be drawn from them are plenty and too 
obvious to elaborate here: 

(d) Campuses are visited too infrequent
ly by the governmental people involved 
with the students' activities in this coun
try. Needless to say, that visitations on a 
regular basis to those areas where many 
students of the particular country con
gregate by an embassy or other govern
mental officials are beneficial in estab
lishing the government's position about 
vital issues and also to create some at
mosphere of hopefullness in the minds of 

An evening of questions and answers by the Afghan students in New York was very interesting. Here the 
students and Mr. Maiwandwal pause during their discussion in his suite in the Waldorf Towers in fv.ew York 
City. 
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the students about developmental possi
bilities of their country and opportunities 
which it will offer them. 

(e) More than often the governmental 
bureaucrats (no stigma attached), some 
of whom are usually on their first trip to 
this country and have never experienced 
"student life" in this country, are unable · 
to avoid conflicts when confronting a 
foreign educated student and less able to 
resolve these conflicts once they have 
been created. This is natural. Theforeign 
educated student during the years of his 
studies has acquired some values and 
norms which were functional to him and 
has lost or abandoned others which were 
detrimental to his physical, mental and 
academic well-being. Needless to say that 
such confrontations between these types of 
officials and students have always been 
disfunctional in attracting the student to 
return home. 

II. Anxiety-generating factors: (a) the 
student has usually no advanced and speci
fic knowledge of the type of job which he 
will be doing when he returns home. The 
amount of salary, the quality of his co
workers, the criteria for promotions, 
feasibility of research, availability of 
literature in his field, the status of the 
facilities and the equipment and the possi
bilities of attending meetings of his peers 
outside the country are unanswered ques
tions which constantly haunt the foreign
educated student. 

(b) Inquiries about the above are seldom 
if ever answered. In fact, since there are 
no prov1s10ns in these countries of 
schemes similar to the Indian Scientific 
Pool, OECD' s voluntary Repatriation in 
Greece, the Taiwan's scheme and the 
tentative scheme for Iran proposed by Mr. 
Habib Nafici of the Iranian Embassy. The 
returnee student spends some time be
tween one month to one year in his country 
before he is able to secure some sort of 
a job. The student is uneasy about the 
psychological pressures and the unbear
able opportunity costs which are involved 
in such a situation. 

( c) On the whole there seems to be what 
could be best described as a credibility 
gap between the students and their respec
tive governments. Unfortunately this gap 
is widening day by day the more these 
students remain in isolation ( quite often 
created by the embassies) from the events 
in their own countries. 

III. The realities of work at home: The 
four students who have gone to their coun
tries and spent some time working there 
gave reasons such as frustrations and lack 
of general efficiency far below their ex
pectations in the productivity of their units 
or offices. 

( a) Usually the persons in the middle or 
upper middle of the government's bureau
cratic pyramid under whom the foreign 
educated person is supposed to work at 
the beginning is insecure, jealous, anxious 
and sometimes incompetent by any stand
ard or plain ignorant. The results of inter
actions between the foreign educated and 
his superior in such situations are too 
obvious and need no further elaboration. 

(b) Almost always there is a lack of 
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From right to left: Mr. John M. Steeves, Director General of the Foreign Service (Former U.S. Ambassador 
to Afghanistan), Prime Minister Mohammed Hashim Maiwandwal, Ambassador O'Hare of the Middle East 

Institute, Mr. Abdullah Malikyar, Royal Afghan Ambassador to Washington, and Mrs. Malikyar at the 

reception given by the Middle East Institute of Washington, D.C. 

congruence of norms of the foreign edu
cated group on the one hand and the non
foreign educated personnel on the other. 
As a result of this non-correspondence 
of norms the work force in the project 
or the office is uncohesive. This uncohe
siveness in the work group ( among other 
factors) creates an atmosphere which is 
relatively less effective and inefficient in 
its allocative role of resources which in 
turn leads to lower levels of productivity. 
When the individual ( any individual) feels 
unfulfilled in terms of creativity and 
achievement he tries to seek those means 
which correct this situation. For many 
Afghans, Iranians and Turks coming back 
to their alma mater or its environs is one 
of these means and usually the only one 
which is easily achieved relative to others 
which might require "positive" and rapid 
changes in the social and political struc
tures. 

There are no easy answers for some of 
the hard questions which these students 
ask. And there is no easy way to stop this 
particular type of "brain-drain." For a 
start, however, any efforts which amelio
rate the present sad status of communica
tion and information flow between students 
and their embassies should be welcomed. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

By Dr. Harold L. Amoss 

What can the villagers of Badakshan 
off er the people of Washington State? 
What can the experience of ordinary Amer
icans do for farmers in Afghanistan? 

These were the questions that brought 
Mr. Abdul F erozkohi, of the Rural De
velopment Department, to the University 
of Washington this winter. He came to 
explore the methods used by the Univer
sity's Bureau of Community Development 

and, if possible, to apply them to his job 
as Project Officer for rural development 
in Badakhshan. The United Nations spon
sored Mr. Ferozkohi's trip to the United 
States so that he could visit several 
places in the country where the techniques 
and philosophy of community development 
were being practiced. 

As Mr. F erozkohi discovered, there is, 
as yet, no uniform theory of community 
development. The kind of community de
velopment espoused by the Bureau is based 
on several assumptions: 

1. The worth and dignity of the individ
ual is of utmost importance; 

2. The ordinary citizen knows a great 
deal about his situation-its good and bad 
features; 

3. The ordinary citizen, having the facts, 
can make appropriate decisions; 

4. And the ordinary citizen, if given the 
opportunity, will participate intelligently 
in decision-making for his community. 

When we at the Bureau refer to com
munity development, we mean the kind of 
personal growth that occurs when people 
organize themselves, identify their own 
problems, put them into an order of im
portance, use available resources and em
bark on a community action program. 
Actually, it is education in the fullest sense 
of the word. 

Mr. F erozkohi and I had many enlighten
ing discussions about the nature of com
munity development and which techniques 
had been tried in Afghanistan. Also, which 
of those he had observed here would be 
most likely to succeed there. We agreed 
that one of the most exciting things in 
both Afghanistan and the State of Washing
ton was the use of ordinary citizens to 

impart strength and vitality to their 
societies. 

"The only thing we have to fear is fear 
itself." 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF AFGHANISTAN 

Bibliographies, which may cover a sin
gle country or deal with specialized sub
jects, are an invaluable tool for the 
student, the teacher, and the individual 
engaged in research. They are published 
in great numbers; in a university library 
in this country the volumes take up at 
least one hundred feet of shelf space. 

What of bibliographies of Afghanistan? 
Until fairly recent years, a comparatively 
small number of books was printed in the 
country in any one year, although more 
were published abroad in European lang
uages. The pioneer work in the field of 
Afghanistan bibliography was by an Afghan, 
Mohammed Akram. Entitled Bibliographie 
Analytique de I' Afghanistan. I. Ouvrages 
parus hors de l' Afghanistan, it was pub
lished at Paris in 194 7, and has become 
quite rare. It includes annotated listings 
of nearly 2,000 titles of books and of 
articles in periodicals. The plan of the 
compiler to put out a second volume cover
ing works that appeared in Afghanistan 
was never realized. 

Some years ago I was charged with the 
task of compiling a bibliography on Af
ghanistan which would include items pub
lished within the country in Persian (Dari), 
and Pushtu, and those published abroad in 
European and other languages. The initial 
decision a bibliographer must make is 
whether to produce an exhaustive work or 
a selective one. It was my intention to be 
selective, omitting articles-as distinct 
from books-of very limited interest, such 
as the flood of short pieces written by 
British authors about Afghanistan in the 
nineteenth century, as well as detailed 
studies and reports on scientific subjects. 

On trips to Kabul I searched through 

the bookstores, compiled lists of the 
books exhibited at jeshn, and called at 
ministries and other agencies of the 
government in search of titles. In this 
country I combed the holdings of the 
Library of Congress and of some major 
university libraries. Most of this effort 
was routine and might have been boring, 
but, in fact, it proved to have its special 
fascination. 

In 1956 my Annotated Bibliography of 
Afghanistan was published by Human Rela
tions Area Files at New Haven, with a 
listing of 1068 titles. There appeared to 
be a rather unusual demand for the work 
and in 1962 a second edition was published 
which brought the work up-to-date and 
listed 1230 items. A third edition is now 
in the press, and the fact that it will in
clude about 1700 titles reflects the in
creasing number of items published on 
Afghanistan, both within the country and 
abroad. 

At the same time I was at work, Afghans 
became active in the field, and it is a 
pleasure to report that three very valuable 
works have been published at Kabul. 

In 1341 (1962) Mayel Heravi0/> j.Lo 
published his .=:, P. -· d /.- t, ,-4 1,·/11 cl /"' 

() ~ v I It lists and describes 144 
newspapers, periodicals and magazines 
that have been printed in Afghanistan. 

In 1344 (1965) the same auth<:>ryublis};led 
his 1((• Jt:j/ ,.Jc;,:,·, l ,.J,;, ...? ~ft 

J:,o, JI'(( JI This work is very exhaustive, 
listing several hundred works that were 
published between 1951 and 1965. 

Fiqally, in 1344 (1965) Ahmad Farid 
~ 1 /? I , librarian of thr Kabul Public 

Libl'ary, published his (/J/ ~ which 
groups printed books under the names of 

During the presentation of an honorary doctor of laws degree at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
From left to right: Acting President Henry R. Wellman, Regent William Forbes (maldng the presentation), 

and his Excellency Prime Minister Maiwandwal. 
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The Prime Minister and Mr. lshaq Shahryar, Presi
dent of the Afghan Student Association on the 
campus of the University of California, Santa 

Barbara. 

the ministries or agencies which spon
sored the works. 

In addition, attention should be called 
to a work by T. I •. Kukhtina. This is the 
Bibliografiya Afganistana: literatura na 
russkom yazyka (A Bibliography of Af
ghanistan: Literature in Russian). Pub
lished at Moscow in 1965, the work lists 
5680 items, many of them short articles 
in periodicals. 

The appearance of these several works 
should give a great impetus to studies on 
the history, languages, arts, and culture 
of Afghanistan-to name only a few sub
jects. Scholars abroad who are competent 
in the major languages of Afghanistan now 
know just what printed material is avail
able, while Afghan students and scholars 
have at their disposal complete informa
tion on works in foreign languages. 

Donald N. Wilber 

April 20, 1967 
An Open Letter to the Editors of Ramparts 

No doubt one would have to seek beyond 
your paradoxical profit motive and radical, 
leftest stand to comprehend the motives 
underlying your story about the CIA and 
foreign students (April 1967). I would have 
been in full accord with your article's 
main theme if you had been able to verify 
your story convincingly. However, you 
failed to do so because your entire argu
ment was weakened by relying upon one 
single case. Moreover, your account of 
the Afghan students and their association 
was inaccurate, misleading, withput foun
dation, and deplorable. May I repeat that 
your entire story was based upon the testi
mony of a single individual (Abdul Hotaki) 
who has openly claimed of his intentions 
to remain in this country permanently, 
and who has had personal grudges against 
the people he has named and implicated. 

Thus by quoting a single individual your 
paper has ill informed its readers about 
the Afghans and unduly implicated the 

Continued on Page 11 
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Continued from Page 10 REALLY WANT TO HELP ~ _.._... 
integrity of the Afghan students in this 
country, the Afghan government, and a 
nation about which you apparently know 
little and whose esoteric values are beyond 
your comprehension. Your pragmatism to 
knowingly exploit a single case and draw 
generalizations from it, is not in the best 
tradition of journalism nor of responsible 
reporting. 

The creditibility gap in your story is 
further revealed by the fact that you mis
spelled my name and misquoted my state
ment and took it entirely out of context. 
It is no secret that the foreign students 
in this country, including students from 
Afghanistan, are approached by all kinds 
of groups, including the CIA, the religious 
missionaries, the radicals, the reaction
aries, the Ramparts reporters, and a host 
of others. To the best of my knowledge 
the Afghan students have admirably kept 
their necks out of any involvement. Of 
course, in every group there is a deviate, 
and you have your hands on one. 

I share the feelings of Mr. H. M. Mai
wandwal, the Prime Minister of Afghani
stan, who responded to a reporter's ques
tion in Washington, D.C. last month by 
stating that he had full confidence and 
trust in the integrity of the Afghan students 
in the United States. 

Professor Nake M. Kamrany 
University of California, 
Los Angeles 

AFGHAN STUDENTS IN AMERICA 
Dr. Arnold Fletcher 
Chairman, Department of Social Sciences 
Los Angeles Valley College 

After a number of years of collegiate 
teaching as well as service as a foreign 
adviser I have had the opportunity to meet 
many foreign students in the United States 
for advanced education. With some excep
tions these young men and women have 
been excellent unofficial ambassadors for 

their countries. On balance, however, 
must say that the ones who have impressed 
me the most have been those from Afghan
istan. This is not only my opinion but one 
shared by a great many foreign student 
advisers and professors with whom I have 
talked. I think that this is caused by the 
following reasons. 

Most of the Afghan students in America 
have already demonstrated at home that 

SHOULD ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BE SERVED AT OUR EMBASSY? 
By Younos Mokhtarzada 

have been in the United States for 
almost three years now. During all this 
time I have been very much interested in 
the activities of our Embassy. I have 
tried to attend as many of the functions 
as I have been able to, and I must say that 
I have truly enjoyed these social gather
ings. However, there has been one thing 
that has continuously bothered me and 
which made me write this article. In many 
of the social gatherings, so long as there 
have been some non-Muslims present, 
alcoholic beverages have been served and 
I have even seen many of the Afghans also 
drink. 

It is needless for me to point out to all 
of us that drinking alcoholic beverages is 
prohibited in Islam under any circum
stance ( except the very rare case that a 
doctor may administer small quantities 
as a drug or as is present in some 
medicines). Nor do I see the need to men
tion that there is a definite punishment 
for those Muslims who have been seen 

drinking out in the open. 
I would like to make two suggestions 

here which I hope will be taken under con
sideration: 

1. Our Embassy should make its general 
policy not to serve any alcoholic beverages 
at any time, and under any circumstances. 
I am proud to say that our Government 
has officially announced the religion of the 
Government as Islam. Taking this point 
under consideration, I think since our em
bassies are the representatives of our 
Government in the foreign countries, they 
should act in accord with Islam and thus 
stop the serving of alcoholic beverages. 

2. Our Muslim brothers and sisters who 
are here for some time from Afghanistan 
must realize that each and every one of 
us is considered an ambassador of our 
country, and an ambassador of an Islamic 
nation in this cquntry. Realizing this point 
we should all be more cautious in all our 
actions at all times and try to act more 
in accord with the Islamic code .of life. 

they were industrious and possessed of 
ability. This, unfortunately, is not always 
the case with other students from Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. A number of 
these seem to have come to the United 
States because their families were wealthy 
or had influence with the government of 
their country. Some of these young men 
and women apparently have never been 
forced to work, either in school or in 
life. Sometimes they bring an attitude with 
them which seems to indicate that they 
expect favors or special consideration. 
This, may I state, does not please the 
American academic community. 

Afghans, on the other hand, almost 
universally expect no special treatment 
but enter into open competition with other 
students. They study hard and do their best 
at all times. This, believe me, is much 
appreciated by their professors. 

American life has many facets and 
some of these are less than desirable. 
It is possible for foreign students, con
fronted by an alien and exceedingly com
plex culture, to succumb to temptations 
and to associate with disreputable in
dividuals. 

Afghan students are remarkably immune 
to this problem. Very, very few Afghans 
have had any confrontation with American 
laws or law enforcement. American girls 
find Afghan young men attractive and 
there have been many close personal rela
tions between the two, leading in some 
cases to marriage. But American girls 

Continued on Pag e 1 2 
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are unanimom; in considering that Afghan 
boys are "gentlemen," a rerm,orcourse, 
of much flattering meaning in the United 
States. Unfortunately, l am unable to make 
the same statement about some of the 
foreign students from other countries. 

f' inally, the Afghan personality is one 
that Americans find extremely attractive. 
Afghans are polite and gracious at all 
times, responsive to friendliness and ap
preciative of kindness. One of their most 
persistent traits is a keensenseofhumor, 
a quality which Americans esteem highly. 
They also carry with them wherever they 
go the hospitality which is so obvious a 
feature of their country and its people. 

Lest this seem too laudatory there is one 
quality of Afghans which does cause some 
minor annoyance. Americans are ex
tremely time-conscious; their lives seem 
bound by the ticking clock. Afghans, on 
the other hand, (perhaps correctly from 
the philosophic point-of-view) sometimes 
seem to regard time as inconsequential. 
Thus an appointment at six might mean 
an appearance at eight, which makes the 
nervous American fuss and fume. 

This is a minor matter. The young 
Afghans who have come to America have 
been splendid representatives of their 
country. They have made countless 
friends. Afghanistan should be proud of 
them and their parents and families should 
know that they are conducting themselves 
in the finest Afghan tradition. 

TOURISTS DISCOVER AFGHANISTAN 

By Nancy Hatch Dupree 

Less than fifty years ago Afghanistan 
was a mysterious closed land to which 
outsiders came, and from which they de
parted, only with the express permission of 
royal firmans. Today planes deliver 
scores of visitors to Kabul's impressive 
modern airport. Others come by car and 
motorcycle. Beatniks of many nations 
blithly hitch-hike its length and breadth. 

The blase world traveller, tired of 
Europe, with the Far East "done," is 
overwhelmed by the magnificent scenery 
and pleased by the facilities offered by 
Kabul's modern hotels and restaurants. 
Even now a new deluxe hotel rises on the 
hill above the restored palace of Bagh-i
Balah, today a sophisticated restaurant. 
Spacious parks and modern buildings con
trast with the novelty of crowded bazaars 
long famed for exotic wares gathered from 
all parts of Afghanistan and far beyond. 

The Kabul Museum's rich collection, 
only recently returned from exhibit in 
the United States, presents the highlights 
of Afghan culture from prehistoric days 
to the present. Those used to spending 
only a day or two in a country, find their 
days in Kabul are rewardingly full. 

Bamiyan is deservedly the most popular 
excursion outside the capital city. Two 
gigantic statues of the Buddha, 175 and 
120 feet high, were carved into the face 
of this valley's cliffs during the 1st and 
3rd centuries when the town occupied a 
strategic point on the famous Silk Route 
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from the Classical World to India and 
China. These statues are unique; the 
valley is breathtakingly beautiful. 

Planes fly to all important cities in 
Afghanistan but new paved roads have 
perhaps done the most to stimulate tourist 
travel. Ghazni, cultural capital of the Mus
lim world in the 10th and 11th centuries, 
is now an easy drive south of Kabul. The 
immense palace in which poets, artists, 
historians and physicians gathered is being 
excavated, and a museum in a restored 
18th century mausoleum holds many beau
tiful examples of Islamic art during this 
period. In the bazaars tourists delight in 
purchasing embroidered fur-lined coats or 
pushteen. 

Continuing south by paved roads to 
Qandahar, capital of a great Afghan Em
pire founded by Ahmad Shah Durrani in 
17 4 7, and, traditional site of a city built 
by Alexander the Great in the 4th century 
B.C. In Qandahar the bazaars are large 
and colorful. Bird cages are a novel buy 
here. 

From Qandahar the paved road turns 
north to Herat, 15th century capital of 
Timurid princes, descendants of Tamer
lane, who decorated mosques and mauso
leums with mosaic tile of unsurpassed 
beauty. Ambassador Malikyar, Afghan 
Ambassador to the United States, en
couraged the beautification and restoration 
of Herat and its monuments while he was 
Governor. As a consequence, today's visi
tors find a visit to Herat delightfully 
memorable and their stay at the ultra
modern hotel very comfortable. 

Proceeding north from Kabul a four 
hour drive via paved roads takes the 
tourist across the vineyards of the Koh 
Daman, through the spectacular Salang 
Tunnel which pierces the heart of the 
Hindu Kush onto the Turkestan Plains to 
Qunduz. Here one feels the excitement 
of Central Asia, the land of Marco Polo. 
Cotton blooms where once there was naught 
but malarial swamps, one dramatic exam
ple of Afghanistan's development 
programs. 
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The blue-tiled Shrine of Hazrat Ali at
tracts thousands to Mazar-i-Sharif, an 
historic city in northern Afghanistan also 
renowned as the center of the karakul 
(Persian lamb) industry. 

These are the major tourist cities but 
for the adventurous who love to explore 
the remote and beautiful, Afghanistan of
fers Nuristan, and Ghor and Pakhtia and 
a host of other areas, each with its own 
uniqueness. Afghanistan has something to 
fascinate and satisfy every interest wheth
er it be of the present, the past, or the 
future. Tourists are finding this true, the 
word is out, and every year finds more 
and more happily touring Afghanistan. 
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