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AFGHANISTAN'S PRIME MINISTER TO 
VISIT U.S.A. IN MARCH 

Prime Minister Mohammad Hashem 
Maiwandwal, of Afghanistan, will meet in 
Washington on March 28-,29 to "discuss 
matters of mutual interest" with Presi
dent Johnson. 

Prime Minister Maiwandwal, 47, is well 
known in Washington because he served 
as Ambassador here from 1958 to 1963 
and as Counselor of the Afghan Embassy 
in 1953. 

After leaving his second tour here in 
1963, he served as Ambassador to Paki
stan until 1965 when he joined the · Afghan 
Cabinet as Minister of Press and Informa
tion. He has been Prime Minister since 
1965. 

He taught social science, history and 
religion as a part time interest at the 
University of Kabul. 

Washington Post 

AFGHANI ST AN TO HAVE NEW 
AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON 

We have learned that Dr. Abdul Majid, 
the current Afghan Ambassador in Wash
ington, has been appointed as Afghanistan's 

Washington, D.C. 

Ambassador to England, and Mr. Abdullah 
Malikyar, present Afghan Ambassador in 
London, has been appointed as Royal 
Afghan Ambassador in Washington. 

Dr. Majid has been representing Af
ghanistan in Washington since August 1963. 
Mr. Malikyar will be arriving in Wash
ington at the :end of February. 

U THANT TO VISIT AFGHANISTAN 
IN- APRIL 

U Thant, Secrdtary-General of the 
United Nations, will pay · an official visit 
to Afghanistan starting on April 16 at the 
invitation of the Afghan government. 

The Secretary-General will visit sever
al other Asian countries as well during 
the month, 

The Afghan Student News on behalf 
of all the Afghan students in the 
United States, would like to extend 
its deepest sympathy and its sorrow 
to the families and friends of the 
distinguished astronauts and to the 
people of the United States on their 
great loss. 

January-February 1967 

CARPET WEAVING COURSE OPENED 

The Ministry of Mines and Industries 
opened a carpet weaving course as a step 
to train more people in this skill. 

The course is organized to serve as a 
carpet research center in the country. 
There are 20 men and women trainees. 
The improvement of carpet weaving is the 
main aim of the course. The participants 
will also be taught carpet designing and 
use of implements. The best methods of 
collecting wool, and the way to choose 
colors for the carpet will also be taught. 

SIX MORE VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS -
U.S. FIRM TO DESIGN BUILDINGS 

The Ministry of Education plans to 
establish · six more vocational training 
schools in Kabul, Kunduz and Herat. The 
Teachers' Academy in Kabul is also to 
have a new building under the project. 

A contract for designing the buildings 
for the schools and the Academy has been 
concluded with an American company, and 
experts from the firm will arrive here 
shortly. 

Under the project a school for training 
Continued on Page :J 
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A MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY 
MR. M. H. MAIWANDWAL, THE PRIME 
MINISTER OF AFGHANISTAN 

The following message has been re
ceived from H. E. Mr. Mohammed Hashim 
Maiwandwal, Prime Minister of Afghani
stan. We thank you, Mr. Prime Minister, 
for your interest in the Associated Students 
of Afghanistan in the United States, and 
for the message which you have sent to 
the Afghan Student News. 

(Editor) 

My Dear Mr. Nusrary, 

Your letter of December 5, 
1966 with a copy of Afghan 
Student News came to my at
tention a few days ago. 

I found the ASN interesting 
and very useful, and hope its 
distribution among Afghan 
Students and their American 
friends will serve for better 
understanding between them. 

It also serves to keep the 
knowledge of your fellow stud
ents about our country to some 
extent fresh and up to date. I 
hope ASN will someday cover 
different subjects and will 
prove more useful. 

I am of the opinion that all 
Afghan Students in the U.S.A. 
and elsewhere are fully aware 
of their great responsibilities 
towards serving their beloved 
mother land and their people 
when they are called upon 
after finishing their studies. 

I am confident that you and 
all you·r colleagues, knowing 
the pressing need of time and 
current development of your 
country, work very hard with 
a sense of nationalism and 
pride to achieve the goal you 
are striving for. 

I wish you all success and 
the best of health. 

Mohammed Hashim 
Maiwandwal 

The success of tomorrow depends upon 
the preparation you are making today. 

-Geo. Wesley Blount 
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AFGHANISTAN WILL REPAY FOOD 
COST IN DOLLARS 

The first Food for Peace agreement 
between the United States and Afghanistan 
in which repayment will be made in dollars 
has been announced by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

The long-term credit agreement pro
vides $1,292,000 to finance the purchase 
of about 735,000 bushels of wheat or 
wheat flour and $119,000 for ocean trans
portation costs. Afghanistan will use the 
local proceeds obtained from the sale of 
·:ommodities to finance various economic 
and social programs. 

BOOKS ON AFGHANISTAN 

The following is a list of books on 
Afghanistan. 

Byroade, Henry A., "The Changing 
Position of Afghanistan in Asia,'' Wash
ington, Department of State, 1961. 

Franck, PeterG., "Afghanistan Between 
East and West," Washington, National 
Planning Association, 1960. 

Kingsbury, Patricia and Kingsbury, 
Robert C., ''Afghanistan,'' Prepared with 
the cooperation of the American Geograph
ical Society, Garden City, N. Y., Double
day, 1965. 

Khan, Munawwar, "Anglo-Afghan Rela
tions, 1798-1878," a chapter in "The 
Great Game in Central Asia," Peshwar 
University Book Agency, 1964. 

Rastogi, Ram Sagar, "Indo-Afghan Re
lations, 1880-1900," Lucknow, Nav-Jyoti 
Press, 1965. 

Wilson, Andrew, "North from Kabul," 
London, Genge Allen and Unwin, 1961. 

More in our next i RRUe. 

CABINET CHANGES 

From unofficial sources we have learned 
that the following changes have occurred 
in the Cabinet: 

1. Mr. Abdul Sattar Shalizi, former 
Minister of the Interior and Second Deputy 
Prime Minister, has resigned. 

2. Mr. Ahmed Ullah, former Minister of 
Public Works, has been appointed Minister 
of the Interior. 

3. Mr. Hakimi is now Minister of 
Finance. 

4. Engineer Mesa is Minister of Public 
Works. 

5. Mr. Abdullah Yaftali is Minister of 
Planning. 

6. Dr. Abdul Hakim Tabibi, former 
Minister of Justice, has been out of office 
for several months. Nothing has been 
mentioned about Dr. Tabibi's resignation 
in the official press of Afghanistan. 

AFGHANISTAN EMBASSY HAS TWO 
NEW DIPLOMATS 

Two new Afghans arrived in Washington 
in the month of January. They are: Mr. 
Rahmatullah Asifi, Attache, and Mr. Sai
furrahman Katil, Second Secretary. Now 
the staff members of the Royal Afghan 
Embassy total six persons. 
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Mr. Katil is replacing Mr. Ayuobi who is 
leaving Washington around the first of 
March. 

ASA APPOINTMENTS 

In order to unify and publicize ASA, 
the Executive Committee has made the 
following appointments: 

1. Mr. Sayeed Mukhtarzada 
Colorado 
Mid-West Co-ordinator 

2. Mr. Abdul Zahir Wahab 
New York 
East Coast Co-ordinator 

3. Mr. Abdul Nabi 
California 
Public Relations, ASA-USA. 

"MEMORIES OF HOME" 

Many of my friends and acquaintances 
have thought it a bit strange that I always 
refer to Afghanistan as my ''home.'' It has 
always been a bit difficult to explain to 
people who have never been to Afghanistan 
how I could be homesick for Kabul and 
dream about Paghman. Although I meet few 
these days who think Afghanistan is in 
Africa, yet there are many who haven't 
the slightest understanding of the strategic 
importance of Afghanistan as a nation, 
or its beauty as a country. There is at 
least one exception, however, to America's 
ignorance of Afghanistan-the Peace 
Corps. Almost every day I have the oppor
tunity to speak with Volunteers who have 
been to J alalabad, Kandahar, Herat, 
Mazar-i-sherif. I am able to speak Per
sian with them, and a number have learned 
some Pushtu. And more important than 
their understanding of the language, geo
graphy, history and current events is their 
deep love and affection for Afghans. They 
too have been there and come back, as I 
did 17 years ago, with a "garden-garden 
in their hearts.'' Their reports of their 
experiences with Afghans are very similar 
to what I and my friends of the first team 
of American teachers experienced back 
in the 40's. They speak of the Afghans' 
strength-the peoples' beauty. They speak 
too of the children's friendliness and the 
pervading sense of generosity of all they 
met. 

So many of my friends had warned me 
that Afghanistan had changed a great deal 
since I lived there and taught at Habibia 
College in 1948. Finally, in 1962 I was 
able to stop in Kabul on my way to the 
United States from Korea. Surely, there 
were many outward changes-the new 
roads, the modern buildingy, the Khyber 
restaurant, the Kabul Hotel, the taxis and 
buses. And though the peoplemovedfaster 
in their ever-busier lives, yet I found 
that some of those values I so cherished 
in Afghanistan remained, and I felt "at 
home'' again. 

Everywhere I went I was greeted by 
friends. In almost every office there were 
grown men who had been my students in 
fourth grade. They had changed very 

Continued u11 Page 4 
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NEW US AMBASSADOR TO AFGHANISTAN 

Robert Gerhard Neumann, 56, of Cali
fornia, was recently sworn in as United 
States Ambassador to Afghanistan. He 
succeeds Ambassador John M. Stevens, 
who is now Director General of the Foreign 
Service. 

Mr. Neumann, who studied in Europe as 
an undergraduate, received his M.A. at 
Amherst College in 1940 and his PhD. at 
the University of Minnesota in 1946, after 
serving in the Army for four years during 
World War 11. 

He served on the faculty of UCLA until 
1959 when he becameDirectorofthelnsti
tute of International and Foreign Studies 
at UCLA. 

Mr. Neumann is the author of'' European 
and Comparative Government" and a con
tributor of articles in several journals. 
During 1952-1959 he was an editorial 
writer for the Los Angeles Timee. He has 
received decorations from the University 
of Brussels, the Legion of Honor, France, 
and the Order of Merit, Germany. 

Ambassador Neumann is married to 
the former Marlen Eldredge, and they have 
two sons: Ronald E. and Gregory W. 

INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR 
NEUMANN 

Before Ambassador Neumann left for 
Afghanistan, he was interviewed by thP. 
editor of Afghan Student News. 

The following is a transcript of this 
interview: 

Q. Are there any specific objectives 
toward which you will be striving during 
your diplomatic career in Afghanistan? 

A. It is my firm hope that the excellent 
relations already existing between the 
United States and Afghanistan can be 
further deepened and made even more 
intimate. We therefore wanttoaidAfghan
istan wherever possible. I hope to contri
bute not only to a still better understand
ing in Afghanistan of the objectives of the 
United States Government, but also of the 
problems which our country encounters 
in discharging its worldwide responsibili
ties. I hope in like measure to encourage 
greater understanding in the United States 
of the nature and objectives of Afghanistan, 
of the signif!cant progress achieved by 
that country and of its problems. 

Q. What is your assessment of the pre
sent democratic system of Afghanistan? 

A. We are watching with great interest 
as Afghanistan strives for the moderniza
tion and democratization of its institutions 
and political life. 

Q. Why is it that while the United States 
spends about $2 billion · a month in South 
Vietnam to restore democracy, it is not 
helping Afghanistan with larger aid and 
grants to maintain Afghanistan democracy 
which, incidentally, was earned in a civili
zed and humane manner? 

A. My previous experience as a political 
scientist · and observer of Government 
procedures and practices throughout the 
world have convinced me that it is an 
error to assume that when military ex
penditures decline appropriations for for-
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Robert G. Neumann, newly designated U.S. 
Ambassador to Afghanistan 

eign aid go up, or vice versa. Both types 
of expenditures are undertaken for totally 
different reasons. The military expendi
tures of the United States like those of 
any other country are incurred to further 
national security while expenditures for 
foreign aid are made quite differently
generally for long-range objectives. As 
far as as assistance to Afghanistan is 
concerned, the United States has made 
very significant contributions and I have 
every hope and expectation that they will 
continue. 

It must, however, be borne in mind that 
the foreign aid program of the United 
States is of worldwide nature and that the 
American people have spent many times 
more for such activities than any other 
people in the history of the world. The 
United States will not shirk ~ts responsi
bilities in the future but it would be well 
for our foreign friends to keep two things 
in mind: 1. Even the United States, wealthy 
and technologically advanced as it is, 
possesses neither unlimited means nor un
limited power. After all, the people of the 
United States represent only 5% of the 
people of the world. 2. As a Government 
official, I am well aware that the people 
of the United States, directly and through 
their elective representatives in Con
gress, are our masters. They decide in 
the final analysis what means shall be 
placed at our disposal for this worldwide 
program. Obviously, with the best will in 
the world, not every demand, however jus
tified, can possibly be fulfilled. A realistic 
look at the political picture in the United 
States and at the views of the United States 
Congress must invariably lead to thecon
clusion that fewer, not larger, means may 
be at our disposal in the future and that a 
more critical look will have to be taken 
at the rate with which our friends make 
themselves independent of our aid. After 
all, the ultimate aim of all foreign aid is 
for it to become superfluous. 

Q. To what extent do you think your 
Government would participate in financing 
the Third Five-Year Development Plan in 
Afghanistan? 

A. The Third Five-Year Plan is not 
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yet public. However, we are studying the 
information given us by the Government of · 
Afghanistan and we shall soon discuss 
with them the extent to which we are able 
to be of assistance. Because of the early 
stage of our conversation, it is not possible 
for me to say more at this time. 

Q. Afghanistan is one of the few coun
tries with a small number of students in 
the United States. What would be your 
efforts toward increasing the number of 
Afghan students in the United States? 

A. The number of Afghan students in the 
United States is not small. Both as an 
educator and as the American Ambassador 
to Afghanistan, I welcome all efforts to 
increase the number of Afghan students 
in the United States. Two things, however, 
should be remembered: 1. As education in 
any given country reaches higher and 
higher levels, an increasing number of 
potential students appears. With the best 
will in the world, it is never possible to 
support the entire flow of such applicants 
by government fellowships alone-private 
means, foundations, international organi
zations, as well as the governments mainly 
concerned, must all play their roles. Also 
as larger educational opportunities be
come available in Afghanistan, it is hoped 
that more and more Afghan students will 
find it possible to obtain appropriate 
training in their own country. 2. Thegoals 
of education are education itself and the 
steady rise in the standard of living which 
has always accompanied the trend toward 
higher educational standards in all coun
tries throughout the world. Education 
should not become an instrument of pro
paganda or of the so-called "cold war." 
I welcome every educational opportunity 
afforded Afghan students wherever they 
may be. After twenty years of university 
teaching in the University of California I 
have the utmost faith in the critical facul
ties of the young men and women of all 
countries. I have confidence that students 
throughout the world, wherever they may 
study, will be able to keep their own 
counsel and to draw their own conclusion. 
The combined educational facilities of the 
world are barely sufficient to create the 
trained manpower which the human race 
needs. Every opportunity to study serious
ly should therefore be welcome. 

Continued from Page 1 

of technical subjects is to be established 
in Kabul. Kunduz is to have a teachers' 
training school, an agricultural school and 
a technical school, and Herat an agricul
tural school and a technical school. 

The $3.5 million cost of these buildings 
will be met from a long-term USAID loan 
carrying less than 1 per cent interest. 

After the designs for the buildings are 
prepared, bids will be invited from foreign 
and Afghan construction companies. 

The Teachers' Academy and the techni
cal training school for teachers in Kabul 
will be built in Darulaman. Land has been 
bought in Kunduz and Her at for the schools 
to be established there. 
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AN AFGHAN WHO BELONGS TO THE WORLD 

It was a great pleasure for us to learn 
of the election of Mr. Pazhwakas President 
of the 21st Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, 

He has been Afghanistan's Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations since 
1958 and a member of Afghanistan's 
delegation to Assembly Sessions since 
1948. 

H.E. Mr. Abdul Rahman Pashwak. 

Mr. Pazhwak, 47, began his professional 
career in the field of journalism and later 
served in the Afghanistan government as 
Director-General of Information and 
Press. In 1946 he was Cultural and Press 
Attache of the Royal Afghan Embassy in 
London and in 1947 he joined the Informa
tion Section of the International labour 
Organization. He returned to the Diplo
matic service in 1949 and became Cultural 
and Press Attache at the Royal Embassy 
in Washington. 

Mr. Pazhwak returned to Kabul in 1951 
to serve as director of the Asian and 
African Affairs Section· and as Acting 
Director of the United Nations Section of 
the Political Depanment of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affaisr until his appointment 
as Afghanistan's Permanent Representa
tive to the United Nations. 

Upon his election to the Presidency, 
Mr. Pazhwak addressed the U.N. General 
Assembly at its 1409th Plenary Meeting. 
The following review of his speech was 
released bythe U.N. Press Service: 

The President said that the Assembly 
had "just conferred upon me the highest 
honour in the United Nations.'' In thanking 
the Members, he expressed his determina
tion "to endeavour to conduct the office 
with complete impaniality, in total com
pliance with the principles of the Chaner 
and with the rules governing thedelibera
tions of the Assembly." 

The President said that he would remain, 
as in the past, at the service of all Mem
bers of the Assembly "who seek the 
neutral office of the President whenever 
it may help to promote mutual understand
ing and harmony, and to further and ex
pedite agreements for the benefit of all.'' 

His election, he said, was a tribute to 
his country, which had never sought any 
alliance formed for any other interests 
than the common interest of all nations. 

He said he was certain that the Assembly 
was fully aware of the pressing urgency 
imposed upon it by the mounting crises 
facing the world today. To the political 
problems were now added vast economic 
problems, so profoundly affecting the very 
lives of peoples and nations that they had 
assumed a new magnitude of pc;>litical 
importance. 

The President suggested that the United 
Nations should accept healthy criticism. 
In this regard, he added, one might refer 
to parts of the Introduction to the Annual 
Report of the Secretary-General to the 
General Assembly, and to the words of 
the Secretary-General that ''the weak
nesses and shortcomings of the United 
Nations did not lie in its constitutional 
purposes, objectives and procedures, but 
in world conditions at the present juncture 
of history." 

The President said that reason sug
gested that the United Nations should be 
made stronger in every way-in its finan
cial structure and in its peace-keeping 
machinery. 

In this context, he said, a great tribute 
must be paid to U Thant, ''whose resource
ful initiative has made the office of the 
Secretary-General a dynamic, political 
factor in the structure of peace.'' 

He added: "It is imponant, I believe, 
for us to give serious attention to the 
issues he has raised, issues which need 
an early solution if the Organization's 
effectiveness is to be maintained and 
strengthened and if, indeed, world peace 
is to be preserved." 

ARRIVALS 

The following Afghan students arrived 
in the United States during the month of 
January: 

1. Mr. M. Omar Zahidi, Linguistics, 
TCCU. 

2. Mr. M. Alam Miran, Linguistics, 
TCCU. 

3. Miss Adilah Loynab, Literature, 
TCCU. 

4. Mr. M. Kabir Sarwari, Educational 
Administration, Willamentic College, 
Conn. 

5. Mr. M. Nawab Abhar, Social Studies, 
N.Y.U. 

6. Mr. Safar Mohammad Nazari, Mathe
matics, Wake Forest College, Winston
Salem, N.C. 

7. Mr. Janani, Washington, D.C. 
8. Nassery, Agriculture, c/o · AID 

Center. 

MAIWANDWAL WILL VISIT MONGOLIA 

Prime Minister Mohammad Hashin 
Maiwandwal has accepted the invitation of 
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
of the People's Republic of Mongolia to 
visit the country. 
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The Prime Minister has thanked Yum
jagyn Tsedenbal for the invitation. The 
date for the visit will be set later. 

Continued from Page £ 

much, but they still remembered me. 
Many of my Afghan colleagues were still 
teaching at habibia. It felt so good to be 
back at my school again, lenjoyedmywalk 
along the Labidarya, across the Pul-i
ummumi, back through what we used to 
call the "Covered bridge" (sar-e-chowk), 
and then through Kishmish-foroshi. I was 
so pleased to stop before a door I recog
nized so well, knock and have a young 
woman recognize me and ask me in to 
meet her mother, sisters and brothers. 
This family had been so nice to me when 
I lived in Kabul and had served me gallons 
of tea, and had shared so often their 
wonderful food, yet without my once having 
met the ladies of the home. Here we all 
sat together in the rooms I remembered 
so well, drinking tea, listening to Mo
hammed Hussein sing on Radio Kabul, 
and talking of the soms of the family 
S;nd what they had accomplished these 
past 15 years. True, some of my favorite 
eating places had been torn down to make 
way for modern high buildings-especially 
did I miss the little restaurant across 
from Habibia at the entrance to the Deh
Afghanan, but hospitality hadn't changed. 
Though people seemed busier, they still 
had time to stop and visit with me. 

Having been asked to write a few 
words by your editor, I am pleased to be 
able to share some of my feelings and 
love I still have for Afghans and Afghani
stan. I am particularly happy thatAfghan
istan invited Peace Corps to share ex
periences together. It makes me proud of 
Afghanistan, and proud to be working for 
Peace Corps. I am glad that so many of 
my American friends can have the oppor
tunity to go to Afghanistan, to come to 
understand why I call it my ''home,'' to 
come to know first-hand how Afghans live, 
what they think and why they feel as they 
do. I am sure that when they have been 
there for a few months they will understand 
why I believe that the only appropriate 
description of Afghanistan is that which 
Shah J ahan had inscribed in the great 
Peacock throneroom of his palace in Delhi: 

Agar Ferdos bar-ruhyi zamin ast, 
Hamin ast, hamin ast, hamin ast. 

R. E. Maston 

The above was requested by your editor 
from Dr. Robert E. Maston, Training 
Officer, Peace Corps, Washington, D.C. 
Dr. Maston was in Kabul and taught at 
Habibia College from 1948 through 1950. 

He received both his M.A. and PhD. 
from the University of Michigan. He has 
recently returned to Washington from 
Korea where he helped to establish the 
Peace Corps program in that country. 

Dr. Maston genuinely loves Afghanistan 
and Afghans and still claims to be an 
Afghan '' in bean '' 

(Editor) 
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ln two field seasons (summer, 1962-
summer, 1965) a team of American and 
Afghan specialists excavated four locali
ties (three caves; one open air river bank 
site), and uncovered a prehistoric se
quence leading from about 20,000 years 
ago to the Iron Age ( about 2,500 years 
ago). Aq Kupruk, located in the limestone 
hills south of Mazar-i-Sharif on the Balkh 
River, may prove to be one of the very 
important centers of later stone age man 
(Homo saPtens) in Asia, as well as in the 
zone which witnessed the domestication 
of plants (wheat/barley) and animals 
(sheep/goat/cattle). The Neolithic Revolu
tion, as the domestication process is 
sometimes called, permitted man to con
trol his food supply and laid the economic 
foundations for the river valley civiliza
tions which later developed in the Middle 
East and South Asia. 

The major cultural levels can be tenta
tively described as follows: 

Iron Age (2,500-3,000 years ago): In
cludes a burial area with 10 or 11 individ
uals represented. Metal finds included: a 
bronze mirror, bracelets, rings, projec
tile points; iron weapons and horse trap
pings. Various pieces of jewelry were 
found: lapis lazuli beads, carnelian beads, 
and a silver ring with a lapis setting. The 
pottery was mainly a plain utilitarian 
ware, but two complete red streak-pattern 
burnished plates, a lamp, a cup and an 
unguent jar were discovered in the burials. 
The Iron Age of Aq Kupruk has many 
cultural affiliations with Central Asia and 
Iran. 

Bronze Age ll (3,000-5,000 years ago): 
Excellent bronze, trilobate projectile 
points and other objects were uncovered, 
along with a distinctive pottery with red 
designs painted on a buff surface. Several 
animal figurines and two human figures 
were found. 

Bronze Age I (5,000-7,000 years ago): 
We now have carbon-14 dates of 7,000 
years ago for Bronze Age I, which makes 
it a very important and very early Bronze 
or Chalcolithic age. The real importance 
of both Bronze Ages I and II at Aq Kupruk 
is that, for the first time, archaeologists 
have excavated nomadic cave sites for 
these periods·. Previous work has con
centrated on urban manifestations, but, 
after all, nomads have always been an im
portant part of the Middle Eastern and 
Central Asian cultural scene. Bronze Agi 
I pottery is crude compared toBronzeAge 
II, as is the worked copper. 

Neolithic Phases (7,000-10,000 years 
ago): The upper phase has crude pottery 
storage and cooking pots, but no pottery 
was found in the lower levels. Both phases, 
however, have domesticated animals 
(sheep/goat/cattle) and possibly cultivated 
grains or at least collected wild grains, 
among the earliest in the Middle East. 

Kuprukian land ll (10,000-20,000 years 
ago): These phases of the Upper Palaeo
lithic are unlike anything with which I am 
familiar in India or Central Asia, but 
reminiscent of several stoneassemblages 
farther west. Two phases occur at Horse 
Cave (Aq Kupruk II) and the open air site 
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RECENT PREHISTORIC EXCAVATIONS 

IN AFGHANISTAN 

By Louis Dupree 

(Aq Kupruk Ill). A thick layer of wind 
blown loess separates the two phases at 
both sites. Two industries occur and about 
20,000 worked or utilized chert tools were 
uncovered during the excavations. The 
Upper Palaeolithic blade industry included 
the following tool types: cores, points, 
utilized and retouched blades, end scrap
ers, keeled scrapers, backed blades, and 
burins ( engravers used to work bone and 
wood). The associated micro-industry had 
the same tools as the blade industry, but 
manufactured on a smaller scale. No 
geometric microliths, often found in Meso
lithic Cultures, were found in the Kupru
kian phases. 

* * * * * 

Our excavations moved to Chenar-i
Baba Darwesh in the summer of 1966, 
Baba Darwesh sits west of Keshm near 
the boundary between the provinces of 
Badakhshan and Takhar. The nearest town 
on the main road is Chenar-i-Gunjuskhan. 

The sequence at the Dara-i-Kur cave 
near Baba Darwesh proved to be com -
pletely different from that of Aq Kupruk. 
Four distinct cultural levels were dis
covered: Islamic, Iron Age, Neolithic, and 
a Middle Palaeolithic flake industry. (The 
Upper Palaeolithic stone age industries at 
Aq Kupruk were based on blades and 
microliths. Blades are generally parallel 
sides, but flakes are more triangular.) 

The lslamic period of nomadic occupa
tion contains: glazed sherds of Timurid 
and later ceramic types; a plain, utilitarian 
ware; a tandur (bread oven); and several 
iron objects, including a point. 

The Tron Age ( about 2,000 years ago, 
possibly Kushan) finds included: several 
iron objects, including a point and a knife; 
a plain, utilitarian pottery ware without 
decorations, but with a cream colored slip 
in the upper levels which may indicate 
early Kushan occupation. 

The Neolithic (4,000-6,000 years ago): 
A distinctive, crude black pottery with 
incised, channeled, and punctated decora
tions (ladders, triangles, chevrons, 
straight lines, parallel lines, etc.) appears 
in the Neolithic. Chert, bone and stone 
tools were also found. In addition, we 
excavated three intentional burials of 
goats. Two of the goats had been decapi
tated, but the third had its skull in place. 
These finds obviously relate to the Goat 
Cult which has existed in Central Asia 
and the Middle East from the stone age to 
the present. We propose to call the Baba 
Darwesh Neolithic, the Goat Cult Neolithic. 

The Middle Palaeolithic, our most im
portant find (in fact, one of the more 
important archaeological finds ever made 
in Afghanistan), includes a flake industry, 
with tools made of any locally available 
stones, including a very crude flint. The 
tools, however, appear to have been struck 
from prepared cores, a process referred 
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to by archaeologists as Levalloiso-Mous
terian. The industry included: cores, 
Levallois flakes, hand axes, large scrap
ers, side scrapers, end scrapers, flake
blades, burins, plus bone gouges. More 
importantly, we found a large skull frag
ment in association with the'' Mousterian'' 
industry. The bone may represent one of 
the earliest Homo sapiens ever found in 
the Middle East, or may be Neanderthal 
Man. As yet, not enough remains have 
been found, but we hope to continue our 
excavations in the summer of 1968. 

KABUL UNIVERSITY TO HAVE 
ISLAMIC CENTER 
Provinces Moy Get Higher Educotion 
Foci Ii ties in 3rd Pion, Says Rector 

Under its Third Five Year Development 
Plan, Kabul University will set up an 
Islamic center and repair and renovate 
the mausoleum of Sayed J amaluddin. 

The University will also try to introduce 
higher education to various provinces in 
the third plan period, Rector Touryalai 
Etemadi said, addressing teachers attend
ing the winter course at the Institute of 
Education. 

Etemadi said that Kabul University, as 
a developing institution, has drawn up a 
new constitution. 

Administrative reorganization is of spe
cial importance, he said. A team of experts 
from the University of Indiana are working 
on this project. Ten members of the Kabul 
University administration will leave 
shortly for special internship programs at 
Indiana University. 

Etemadi said important decisions, ac
cording to the new constitution, will be 
made by the University Senate. The Senate 
includes the Ministers of Education, Fi
nance, and Plan'ning, and other members 
will be appointed later. 

To help graduates of the Colleges of 
Science and Letters to take up teaching 
jobs, Etemadi said, plans are on hand 
to give them special courses in coopera
tion with the staff and administration of 
the College of Education. 

The proposed provincial universities 
would be located in Mazare Sharif, Herat 
and Kandahar. 

Professor Mohammad Yasin Azim, 
President of the Education Institute, told 
the 650 teachers enrolled in the winter 
course that the Institute has included 
lectures by guest speakers in the curricula 
to help participants learn techniques of 
public speaking and to become familiar 
with the functioning of various organiza
tions. 

A NEW FREE PUBLICATION IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

The first issue of the weekly paper 
"Mosawat" came out this month under 
the editorship of Pohanody Mohammad 
Rahim Ilham. It is a four-page paper 

Continued on Page 6 
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ASA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

"Success is Unity - Division is Failure" 

Organizations which succeed do so be
cause they have unity with each member 
making a contribution. Those which fail 
do so because they lack unity and members 
are not prepared to play their part. Each 
of us should ask ourselves the question, 
"Am I doing all I could for ASA?" Let's 
make a special effort to do more than our 
part. 

The ASN has two main purposes: to 
provide news from home and to serve as 
a means of communication among ASA 
members. It is about the only way mostof 
us have of finding out what other members 
are doing. For the next issue we should 
each try to submit at least one article as 
well as sending in any news we know of. 
Don't be discouraged because of your 
English. The editor will fix it up. Send 
as much as possible and let him be the 
judge of what should be printed. We are 
fortunate this year to have a very capable 
editor. He is doing his best and he is ac
complishing a great deal; still, he needs 
our help. 

Preliminary plans for the convention 
are beginning to take shape but the Execu
tive Committee needs your ideas and sug
gestions. Let us know where you want it 
held and the discussion groups or com
mittees in which you would like to partici
pate. 

Area coordinators are being appointed 
as rapidly as possible. It is important 
that the local chapters continue to expand 
their activities. If your address has 
changed or you know of someone whose 
address has, please let us know. 

The ASA is conducting a book drive for 
Afghanistan. We have a special need for 
text books for the University of Kabul. 
Why don't you bundle up those old text 
books you no longer use and send them to 
me so that they can be sent to some 
worthy students? 

The need for an objective book on Af
ghanistan in English has been apparent for 
some time. Under the direction of Dr. 
Nake Kamrany the ASA hopes to sponsor 
such a book in the nearfuture. Tentatively 
entitled '' Political and Economic Evolution 
in Afghanistan," it covers history, politi
cal institutions and economics. Among 
the list of outstanding contributors are 
Prime Minister Naiwandwall, ambassador 
Pazhwak, Arnold Fletcher, and Elizabeth 
Bacon. 

I look forward to hearing from each of 
you in the upcoming month. 

A LETTER FROM SENA TOR KENNEDY 

The letter print~ below was sent by 
Senator Robert Kennedy to the President 
of ASA. Your Executive Committee, in its 
attempt to provide outstanding speakers 
for this year's convention, invited Senator 
Kennedy to speak. Unfortunately he could 
not accept the invitation but he sent this 
thoughtful reply. 
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Please address all correspondence to: M. Yonus Nusraty 

Dear Mr. Sharyar: 

Thank you very much for your invita
tion to be the keynote speaker at the next 
national convention of the ASA on Septem
ber 2, 1967. 

At this time it is not possible for me to 
make commitments that far in advance. 
I know that you must make plans and I do 
not wish to inconvenience you. Therefore 
I feel that I must, with regret, decline 
your invitation. 

I do want you to know that I appreciate 
your thoughtfulness and I hope that you 
will extend my regrets and best wishes 
to all the members of your organization. 

Sincerely, 
Robert Kennedy 
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carrying items both in Dari and Pakhtu. 
Under the masthead on the front page it 
says "publisher of progressive and demo
cratic ideas.'' A motto on the masthead 
says: "all the people of Afghanistan, men 
and women, have equal rights and obliga
tions without any discrimination by reli
gion or clan and freedom within the law 
is their natural right." 

The front page carries a brief summary 
of the paper's aims. The paper promises 
that it will struggle through constructive 
criticism against thoughts and actions 
based on tyranny, exploitation, bribery, 
discrimination and the undermining of civil 
and political rights of the people. 

CIVIL AVIATION IN AFGHANISTAN 

Before the Afghan Civil Aviation Author
ity came into being matters relating to 
aviation were dealt with by a department 
of civil aviation under the Ministry of 
External Affairs. When the need to expand 
aerial connections and establish airways 
throughout the country was felt, a full
fledged department was created in the Air 
Force of the Defence Ministry. Contracts 
were signed for the establishment of air 
connections with India and Iran for the 
transport of Afghan Haj pilgrims and 

Editor, Afghan Student News 
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trade goods with the Air J eboti Corpora
tion. 

Being a land-locked country, Afghani
stan soon felt the need of creating airways 
of its own. A new establishment called 
the Directorate-General of Civil Aviation 
was created and it worked under a perma
nent Director General to endeavour to 
develop Afghan national airways and look 
after all the affairs pertaining to civil air 
traffic. 

Meanwhile since Afghanistan was being 
rapidly modernized and air traffic was 
expanding it was felt that the new depart
ment could not deal with all the problems. 
To facilitate its work the Department of 
Weather Forecasting (Meteorology) was 
brought under the control of Directorate
General of Civil Aviation. 

The present Afghan Air Authority came 
into existence in 1956 as an organization 
with full powers to deal with and regulate 
Afghan Civil Aviation. 

New Airfields 

At present Afghanistan has two inter
national and six internal airports. The two 
main cities, Kabul and Kandahar, have 
modern, fully-equipped international air
ports. The local airfields in Herat, Mazar
i-Sharif, Kunduz and J alalabad have aero
dromes with asphalted runways which can 
be used the year round. The airfields at 
Maimana and Khost have been completed 
recently and their runways will be as
phalted soon. 

Ariana Afghan Airlines has at present 
two DC-6 ABs, one Convair, and two 
DC-3 aircraft. The Kabul and Kandahar 
international airports have regular inter
national service. The Afghan Air Authority 
proposes to build new, modern airports at 
Faryab, Khost, Badakhshan and Bamiyan. 
Afghanistan has signed air agreements 
with 16 foreign countries. Weather fore
casting stations have been set up at various 
points throughout the country and the work 
of building new meteorological establish
ments is well under way. 

The Afghan Air Authority has signed 
bilateral air agreements with several 
foreign countries. Some of them have 
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THE SERVANT 

By G. P. Ulfat 
Translated by A. Ulfat 

A blind man was walking. "He" directed 
him on his way. The blind man did not 
know who his leader was. 

Another man was in deep slumber. A 
snake rose beside him. "He" killed it 
immediately. The sleeping man did not 
know who killed it. 

The sick traveller was dying at night in 
the Mosque. "He" spent all night serving 
him. The sick man died at dawn without 
knowing his sincere servant. 

When "He" was passing by, "He" gave 
a handful of fruit to a child, water to a 
thirsty man, and shared His bread with a 
hungry man. But none of them recognized 
Him. 

"He" cleared the way from many stones 
and stubs. But no one who passes that way 
will know of his services, nor will they 
know of Him. 

It is true that we do not know our 
servants, but we do know our lords well. 

WISDOM 

Everything bows to success, even gram-
mar. - Victor Hugo 

Fool me once, shame on you, fool me 
twice, shame on me. -Chinese Proverb 

Disappointment should always be taken 
as a stimulent, and never viewed as a 
discouragement. -C. B. Newcomb 

In order to compose, all you need to do 
is remember a tune that nobody has 
thought of. - Robert Schumann 

If you wish to be loved, show more of 
your faults than your virtues. 

-Baron Lytton 
Life can only be understood backwards, 

but it must be lived forward.-Kirkegaard 
I am always ready to learn, although I 

do not always like being taught. 
-Winston Churchill 

Nobody can give you wiser advice than 
yourself. -Cicero 

Time is the most valuable thing that a 
man can spend. -Diogenes 

The easiest person to deceive is one's 
self. -Bulwer-Lytton 

A wise man cares not for what he cannot 
have. -George Herbert 

Wisdom is knowing what to do next. 
-David Starr Jordan 

We live and grow by new knowledge. 
-Thomas A. Edison 

He thinks not well who thinks not again. 
-George Herbert 

Anybody can make history; only a great 
man can write it. -Oscar Wilde 

I regret often that I have spoken; never 
that I have been silent. -Publilius Syrus 

Education has for its object the forma-
tion of character. -Herbert Spencer 

Give to a gracious message a host of 
tongues, but let ill tidings tell themselves 
when they be felt. -Shakespeare 

1 must command myself to forgive, 
understand, love, always. 

-Marcus Aurelius 
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A special seat designed for those who oppose the government. 

AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS ON 
AFGHANISTAN 

The following publications are available 
free of charge: 

1. The Development of Foreign Ex
change Market in Afghanistan, by Dr. 
Abdulhay Kayoumi. 

2. Proposal for a study to develop a 
scheme for a more efficient utilization of 
school dropouts in Afghanistan, by Mr. 
M. Mabin Shorish. 

3. On Departing from Afghanistan 
(poetry), by Blaine P. Turner. 

4. The Karakul Industry with Special 
Reference to Policy Aspects in Afghani
stan, by Dr. Abdulhay Kayoumy. 

You may send us your name and address 
and please indicate the kind of publication 
you want to receive. We would be happy 
to mail it to you in any part of the world. 

These publications are prepared at the 
expense of the editor of Afghan Student 
News. Write to: 

M. Yonus Nusraty 
Editor, Afghan Student News 
P.O. Box 4818 
Washington, D.C. 20008, U.S.A. 

UN TO GIVE OVER $2 MILLION AID TO 
AFGHANI ST AN 
Biennial Technical Development Program 

Receives Approval 

The biennium 1967-68 United Nations 
Development Program (Technical Assist
ance Sector) for Afghanistan has been ap
proved at $2,084,757 to cover the cost of 
expert services, fellowships for Afghans 
to study or gain experience abroad, and 
for the provision of some equipment. 

Education absorbs 30 per cent of pro
gram, agriculture 21 per cent, health 15 
per cent, with all other activities making 
up the remaining 34 per cent. 

Fields of expert assistance cover teach
er training, educational planning, land and 
water development, cotton, karakul, wool, 
sheep, tuberculosis and communicable 
disease control, rural health, nursing, 
maternal and child health services and 
training, economic programming and pro
jections, cartography, electricity, popula
tion census, metric systems, industrial 
engineering, labor administration, co
operatives organization, civil aviation, air 

Continued on Page 8 
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Afqhan students convention at the University of California, Los Angeles (Sept. 1966). Here a group of students from the Middle East 
are performing their native dances. Mr. Mahmood Shah Aimaq was the coordinator of this program. 
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radio maintenance, aircraft workshops 
maintenance, flight safety, telecommuni
cations, carrier (telex) and teleprinter 
and also telegraph maintenance. 

A professor of meteorology is to be 
appointed to Kabul university. This tech
nical assistance program is only one com
ponent of the U.N. families' assistance 
to Afghanistan. Major aid is also received 
from the UNDP for projects including 
groundwater investigations, housing and 
town planning, higher teachers college, 

· and irrigation possibilities. 
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already obtained air traffic rights, while 
some othere have aircraft for transporting 
tourists and goods to and from Afghanistan. 

Some of the airlines which have traffic 
rights for landing and taking off from 
Afghan airports are: 

Czechoslovakian Airlines (CSA) 
Aeroflot (Russian Airlines) 
The Pakistan International Airlines 

(PIA) 
Transmediterranean Airlines (TMA) 
The Indian Airlines Corporation (IAC) 
The Iranian National Air Company. 

The following airlines have offices in Kabul 
but their aircraft do not land here: 

Royal Dutch Airlines (KLM) 
British Overseas Airlines Corporation 

(BOAC) 
Australian Airways (QANTAS) 
The Air F ranee 
German Airlines (LUFTHANSA), 
For flight schedules, hotel reservations, 

or travel information, contact your travel 
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P.O. Box 4818 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Return Requested 
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agent or one of Ariana Afghan Airlines' 
convenient offices located in Beirut, Te
heran, Karachi, New Delhi, and the major 
centers of Afghanistan. 

The Afghan Tourist Organization, with 
headquarters in Kabul, is equipped to 
arrange independent and group tours 
throughout Afghanistan. 
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