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$800,000 U.S. LOAN FOR KANDAHAR 
POWER GENERATORS 

Afghanistan is to buy some U.S. manu
factured, 1,500 kw. diesel electric genera
t_ors and get the services of an American 
engineering firm under a $800,000 loan 
agreement with USAID. 

The U.S. goods and services will provide 
electric power to Afghanistan's second 
largest city, Kandahar. The. total cost of 
the project will come to $845,000 with the 
Afghan government providing the equiva
lent of $45,000 in foreign exchange and 
local currency from its own resources. 

1967 TOURIST YEAR 

The United Nations General Assembly 
• adopted unanimously on Nov. 4 a resolu

tion naming 1967 International Tourist 
Year. 

Any organiz.ation, firm, society or in
dtvidual who is interested in Afghanistan 
~nd would like to join the ASA as honorary 
member may do so by submitting a con
tribution of $5.00 annually. ASN will be 
mailed to members free of charge. 

Washington, D.C. 

TYPICAL AFGHAN FRUIT SHOP IN KABUL 

DOSHI-SHERKHAN BANDAR HIGHWAY 
OPENS 

A 214-kilometer highway which links 
the northern part of Afghanistan to the 
southern part was opened on November 
13 of this year. 

The highway has been completed at a 
cost of $12,114,022 plus Af. 511,354,147. 
The road is carried over 12 bridges and 
through 15 tunnels. The totat length of the 
bridges and culverts is 5,376 metres and 
the amount of concrete and stone required 
to build them was 291,528 cubic metres. 
In the opening ceremonies Mr. Michael 
Kefreman, Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Soviet Union, was present. This road was 
built with Soviet assistance. 

SEA.SON'S GREE!INGS 

A.s the holiday season approaches, ·the A.ssociated 
Students of A.fghanistan se:nd greetings to our many 
friends in America, particularly to the students who have 
been our companions, to faculty members who have so 
patiently taught us, to administrative officials in the 
field of education who have helped in so many ways to 
make po·ssible our study here, and to members of the 
many organizations which have shown a special interest 
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AFGHANS PLAN SILKWORM 
CENTER 

The Afghanistan Government,. has 'de
cided to set up a new silk~ising 
center in the mulberry gafdens '+°arul 
Aman. ' .......,r 

The. center is expected to ··raise 1,000 
papers of mother eggs and 20,000 tins of 
commercial eggs annually. 

Sixty acres of land in the gardens will 
be used for nursery to provide saplings 
of mulberry trees of the kinds desired 
and 60 hectares to raise leaves for feed
ing purposes. 

The center will be established with 
Chinese cooperation according to agljee
ments reached between a delegation from 
the Afghan Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation and the Chinese authorities. 

An investment of $280,000 will be made 
in the center, 224,000 of which will be 
spent on equipment and $56,000 on build
ing, material and transport. 

in students from Afghanistan. 
We wish you a merry time of celebration during the 

holidays and hope chat the New Year will be happy and 
prosperous for you. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

"Era of Achievement" 

Mr. lahaq Shahryar, President, ASA 

Many members probably don't realize 
the newness of the ASA. It was only 
twelve years ago that a small group of 
Afghan students, with the indispensible 
help of the American Friends of the 
Middle East, laid the cornerstone of our 
organization. The first few years were 
indeed difficult. A completely new national 
organization had to be created from the 
ground up. Much of the credit for our pre
sent association must go to the hard work 
and dedication of these earlier members. 

The first few years represent the ASA' s 
infancy-a period of bringing together and 
combining the necessary skills and ·other 
elements on which to build the organiza
tion. The period since might be thought of 
as our childhood. Building on this sturdy 
foundation, we have grown and consolidated 

USSR TRADE MISSION DUE IN KABUL 

Moscow-The Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Trade of the USSR, is going to 
discuss the prospects of Afghan-Soviet 
trade in Kabul. The delegation is travel
ling to Afghanistan soon to sign a protocol 
on reciprocal goods deliveries between 
the two countries in 1967. 

In the course of the past five years the 
Afghan-Soviet trade increased approxi
mately 50 per cent and in 1965 exceeded 
64 million roubles. 

If mutual commitments are success
fully fulfilled, the current year will be
come a year of the highest goods exchange 
between the USSR and Afghanistan for the 
last 16 years. (The trade agreement be
tween the USSR and Afghanistan become 
operative in 1950.) 

This year Afghanistan increased its 
purchases of Soviet oil products and sugar 
and began to import mineral fertilizers 
for the first time. The USSR increased 
its purchases of traditional items of 
Afghan export including wool. 

our gains into a strong and viable associa
tion. We enter now, imo a period of 
youthful maturity-a time to set new and 
higher goa1s, to move ahead, to 
accomplish. 

The youthfulness of our association is 
paralleled by that of our nation. The 
ancient and glorious past of Afghanistan 
is often emphasized but we should keep in 
mind that our nationhood dates back less 
than half a century. 

Our association like our nation, stands 
on the threshold of an era of achievement. 
Both possess the vitality and imagination 
of youth resting on a mature foundation. 
For our nation the era has begun. 

In recognition of Afghanistan's growing 
role in world affairs, the United States has 
appointed an outstanding Ambassador to 
our country. Professor Neumann of UCLA 
is an internationally renowned political 
scientist with numerous books and 
scholarly articles to his credit. 

Our highest glory is the election of 
Ambassador Pazahawak to tne presidency 
of the U.N. General Assembly-one of the 
most important and honorable posts in the 
world community. His election reflects 
both his long and dedicated service and 
the magnitude of the role Afghanistan is 
expected to play. Ambassador Pazaha
wak's accomplishments should serve as 
an inspiration to each of us in the coming 
year. 

As our nation moves forward, so let 
our association also move with vigor and 
determination into this era of achieve
ment. We have goodcausetobeoptimistic. 
Nothing but excellence should satisfy us. 

Let me close with a line from my last 
editorial for ASN. "We must look not to 
what we have done, but to what we can 
do-for this is the true standard of ac
complishment.'' 

GHAZNI ARCHEOLOGY FINDS 
SHARED 

Objects found by the Italian archeologi
cal mission in excavations in Ghazni 
were divided recently between the Afghan 
and Italian sides under a contract con
cluded four years ago. 

Objects which have no duplicates are 
retained by Afghanistan and others are 
shared. 

A delegation from the Ministry of In
formation and Culture made a one-day 
visit to Ghanzi to classify the finds, which 
are related to the time of Sultan Masoud 
Ill. 

Professor Tuchcci, chief of the Italian 
archeological mission in the Middle East 
is accompanying the delegation. 

QUOTATION FOR TODAY 

True dignity is never gained by place, 
and never lost when honours are with
drawn. -Massinger 

Afghan Student News 

BAGHLAN PROJECT TO IRRIGATE 
2,825 ACRES 

Kabul-With the completion of the Kila
gai irrigation project within two and a half 
years, 2,825 acres of land in Baghlan will 
be brought under cultivation. 

The primary survey for the project has 
already been completed and work on the 
project will commence shortly. The short 
term project, planned by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation, will cost 30 
million afghanis. 

Deputy Minister of Irrigation Moham
mad .Yasin Mael disclosed this after re
turning from a tour of Baghlan recently. 

The Kilagai, Alchin, and Sorkhan pro
jects are some of 43 such projects which 
the government has taken on hand, 

Afghan Student Bec.omes 
Student Senator 

Continued on Page 6 

A student from Afghanistan has been 
elected student senator to represent 
foreign students in the Student Government 
organization at Southern Illinois Univer
sity. 

Hedayat Aminarsala entered S.I.U. in 
the fall of 1965 majoring in economics. He 
has been in many student activities on 
campus, and is a member of various 
international student groups. 

Mr. Hedayat Aminaraala 

''To me education should not be con
fined to the classroom," he says. ''It 
should also be sought by experiences in 
social activities.'' 

The Afghan student said he would devote 
himself to promoting more communication 
between international students and Ameri
can students on the campus. 

Aminarsala came to the United States 
in 1963 to attend Hartnell College in 
Salinas, Calif. During the last two sum
mers, he worked with the Peace Corps 
as a teacher and coordinator of Dari 
language. 
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H .E. Mr. Rafiq, Consulor of the Afghanistan Embassy Delivering His Speech 

at the 13th Annual Convention of ASA at University of California, Los Angeles 

BIGGEST BUDDHA STATUE FOUND 

Soviet archaeologists have found the 
biggest statue of Buddha so far discovered 
in Central Asia on a wooded hill near 
Dushambe, Tass news agency announced 
last week. 

The statue, about 35 feet high, was dis
covered in the courtyard of a seventeenth
century Buddhist monastery which is now 
being excavated by a team from the Tad
jikistan Academy of Sciences. 

Along with several other objects found 
on the monastery site, the statue is con
sidered to show a remarkable fusion 
between the mainstream of Buddhist art 
and local traditions. 

MAHIPAR HYDEL POWER STATION 
COMPLETED 
Trial Run Feeds Kabul Grid; Full 
Commissioning Soon 

The Mahipar hydroelectric power sta
tion, one of the projects under the Second 
Five Year Plan, has been completed and 
will be commissioned shortly. 

The station has been having its trial 
run and power from it has been feeding 
the Kabul grid via Breshnakot. The two 
turbines at the station produce 44,000 kw. 
the Minister of Mines and Industries, Eng. 
Abdul Samad Salim, said. 

A third turbine is to be installed to 
provide 20,000 kw. more. 

The project has been financed by credit 
from the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Work on the Mahipar project began on 
January 15, 1965, and when it is com
pleted Afghanistan will have its longest 

hydroelectric tunnel-an all-concrete 
structure 3,623.25 long. 

At Mahipar a weir with three gates 
controls the flow of water. There is also 
a laterally located roller gate for the 
bottom outlet. 

Work on the flow control system began 
on June 21, 1965. Concreting was finished 
on March 30, 1966. 

Between 1,600 and 2,500 Afghan workers 
and 100 and 120 foreign experts have been 
working on the project. 

NEW GOVERNOR FOR HE RAT, 
NANGARHAR APPOINTED 

Kabul-Mohammad Siddiq, Governor of 
Nangarhar, has been appointed Governor 
of Herat and Din Mohammad Delawar, 
Governor of Chakhansoor has been ap
pointed Governor of Nangarhar. 

Executive Committee Elected 

The newly-elected Executive Committee 
members of the Associated Students of 
Afghanistan(ASA/USA) for the year 1966-
1967 are: 

1. Mr. Ishaq Shahrya, President 
2. Mr. Abdul Matin Kakar, Vice-Presi-

dent 
3. Mr. Mir Abdul Wahab, Secretary 
4. Mr. Mahboob, Treasurer 
5. Mr. Mahmood Shah Aimaq, Year 

Book Editor 
6. Mr. M. YonusNusraty, Editor, Afghan 

Student News. 
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MUSING ABOUT THE THIRTEENTH 
CONVENTION 

by Dr. Pierce Neys 

This was my first Afghan Student Con
vention. Not having been on the West 
Coast for about fifteen years, I was 
greatly impressed by the physical setting 
-a modern ''dormitory-hotel" overlook
ing the beautiful UCLA campus. As I sat 
down to dinner with the group, I immedi
ately noted the warm family atmosphere 
which prevailed. The students were gen
uinely happy to see each other. Their 
conversation ranged over many subjects 
but somehow always came back to that 
wonderful land of rugged mountains and· 
fertile valleys which is home. 

The program was a clever blend of 
erudite panel discussions, cultural hap
penings and social get-togethers, culmina
ting in the. elections on the last day. I much 
appreciated the willingness to learn, to 
improve the present ways which was evi
dent everywhere. I also liked the involve
ment of a number of Americans in the 
functions. This was a two-way street 
where both cultures met and learned from 
each other. Of special significance was 
Shah Latifi's play, a delightful confronta
tion of the conservative and the progres
sive: candor and hypocrisy coming face 
to face. A society which can laugh at 
itself in this manner is much more attrac
tive to Americans than one which tries to 
hide its shortcomings. There is no true 
progress without critical self-appraisal. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the elections. The 
long discussion on "student status" which 
probably seemed boring to some did not 
bother me. After all, when Afghans get 
together they cannot be expectedro move 
by an American timeclock I The process 
of. lengthy deliberation is not harmful in 
itself. It is the deliberation, long or short, 
without action which kills the best laid 
plans-or the negative criticism without a 
willingness to step in and correct the situa
tion. 

As I compared the thirteenth with some 
of the other conventions, I mused that 
considering the small size of the group 
and the magnitude of our country, the con
vention was a real accomplishment. In a 
short three days I had learned a great 
deal about Afghanistan through its stu
dents; I had watched an orderly democratic 
election; and I had determined in my own 
mind that the next time I set foot in Asia 
I shall take the high road to Kabul. What 
better indication that the convention was 
a success! 

AFGHAN LEADER WISHES LBJ WELL 

Kabul, Afghanistan-Afghan PrimeMin
ister Mohammad Hashim Maiwandwal, 
forced to postpone a U.S. visit due to 
surgery, recently wished President John
son good luck in his own surgery. 

The Afghan leader put off his scheduled 
November visit to Mr. Johnson until next 
spring on his doctor's advice after under
going surgery in September for a blocked 
intestine. 
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The first mcxlern school was opened 
in Afghanistan about 60 years ago. Until 
then education had not been centrally 
organized. Parents sent their sons to 
nearby mosques where they were taught 
by mullahs. Some families employed pri
vate instructors for their children. 

ln 19-2 two schools, Habibia and Harbia 
Serajia, were officially started in Kabul. 
As Afghanistan developed and began to 
expose itself to modern ideas by estab
lishing political, cultural and diplomatic 
relations with other countries, the need 
for more schools was felt. In 19 20 two 
more schools, Esteklal and Nejat were 
added to these. Teachers fromFranceand 
Germany were invited to staff these 
schools. 

Because of disturbed conditions in 19 28 
the educational program was interrupted 
briefly. After the revolution in 1929, ed
ucation was revived ami development con
tinued. The government adopted new poli
cies to help progress in education. Com
pulsory education was encouraged, with 
the government accepting all -financial 
responsibility. 

In 1933 the first school for girls was 
opened in Kabul. Previously known as the 
School for Midwifery, this school is now 
called Malalai. 

Among the 11ew scJ1ools opened since 
then are Princess Bilquis, Ghazi, Rahman 
Baba, Khushal Khan Khatak, Teachers' 
Training, Vocational, Commerce , Agri
cultural, Mechanical and Nadiria schools. 

During the reign of his Majesty King 
Mohammad Zahir Shah, a large number of 
primary, middle and high schools have 
been opened all over Afghanistan. 

With the opening of various schools 
throughout the country and the rapid e,
pansion of Kabul Universitv, Afghanistan 
has made great progress in the field of 
education. In 1964 the new con.sritution 
again proclaimed that education is the right 
of every Afghan and shall be provided 
free of charge by the State for the citi
zens of Afghanistan. The aim of the State 
in this sphere is to reach a swge where 
suitable facilities for education will be 
made available to all Afghans, in accord
ance with the provisions of the law. The 
Government is obliged to prepare and 
implement a program for balanced and 
universal education in Afghanistan. 

There has been an unprecedented in
crease in the number of students and 
teachers. The following chart shows the 
rate of expansion: 

SchOl)l s and Numhcr o f Nu rn he r o l N umber Percentage 
C ullege'i fni;titution s lns t itu ti<' II S a l rrc..,cnt of 

in !'ISO in l<l.'5 ( 1%S) 

Village schools e :l!i8 l.~2:2 ~-u ;:~. 
Ba\ it.: M prim ary 

,;; .:- hn t1 \s;; :in: :i:io (i:,G 98 
Middle schools ~!) '.27 122 351 
Vocational 

school,;; ~:l 24 ~(i 133 
.Colleges l( j 17 :m 76 

Number of student , 

Vill agL' an<l ha:-i i<.: 
schoo ls 885 14,978 8-l.512 464% 

Primary schoo ls 9:2,7,% 96.671 273,525 183 
M iddlc schools 2,,141 4,781 :27,912 483 
Vocational 

schools 2,819 2.!ici3 11,266 281 
Colleges /;04 949 6,070 539 
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EDUCATION 

IN 

AFGHANISTAN 

In 1965 the total number of students in 
all the institutions run by the Ministry of 
Education rose to well over 60 000 The 
Ministry of Education plans toge; sch~lar
ships for provincial students from friendly 
countries so that Afghan students can get 
higher education abroad. The Ministry has 
also launched programs to provide basic 
education facilities for 50 per cent of 
Afghanistan's school-age children by 1980. 
Twenty-ffve years after that every school
age child will have facilities for primary 
education. 

The Ministry is also trying to establish 
training facilities for the teaching staff. A 
number of institutions are working directly 
o r indirectly to train teachers, which in
clude the Teacher's Training Colleges of 
Kabul, Kandahar, Herat, Nangarhar and 
Mazar, the Institute of Education .ind the 
F acuities of Science, Literature, Islamic 
Law (Shariat). 

Progress is also being made in women ' s 
education. Girls' schooL;.; a, c now found in 
all major cities of Afghanistan. Effective 
meas mes are being taken to educate chil
dren of Koochis (nomads). In addition to 
providing free education, the government 
supplies all textbooks and other materials 
requireJ by students. 

The University of Kabul 

The foundation of a university in Afghan
i .srnn was laid with the establishment of 
the Medical College in Kabul in 1932. 
Starting with only eight students, the col
lege was administered by the ministry of 
Education. 

In 1938 the College of Law anJ Political 
Science was started, and the College of 
Letters was opened in 1948. 

In 1949 these colleges were brought 
under a central administration. Thus, 
Kabul Unive rsity started its activities 
umier Dr. A. Majid as its first Rector. 

The Colleges of Letters and Science 
for Women were established in 1948 under 
the university's administration. This was 
the first step towards the development of 
higher education for women in Afghanistan. 

Th·e Colleges of Engineering and Agri
culture we r e opened jointly in 1956 and 
the Institute of Educ.1tion, which had been 
started in 1954, became a part of the 
university. The year 1957 saw theopening 
ot the College of Economics. In the same 
year girls were admitted to the F acultyof 
Medicine. 

The Pharmacy College was opened in 
1959 under the Faculty of Medicine admin
istration, but in 1964 it became an in
dependent faculty. 

To provide training facilities for its 
medical students, a number of hospitals 
are run by Kabul University. Besides 
helping medical students get practical 
instruction, these hospitals treat 382,000 
patients every year. 
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Further to expand the field of higher 
education in Afghanistan, Kabul University 
opened the Education and Domestic Science 
Colleges in 1962. During the period of 
the first Five-year Plan, the Polytechnic 
project, originally prepared by the 
Ministry of Mines and Industries, was 
handed over to the university. 

In order to promote higher education 
in the Nangarhar province, a college of 
medicine was opened there which is affi
liated with the Kabul University. 

Kabul University has a total of 513 
Afghan and foreign teachers and over 
3,451 men and women students. Work on 
the construction of a mcxlern campus was 
comp1eted in 1963. The campus has a large 
hostel for studerlts from the provinces. 
The university has over 80,000 books in 
different languages. 

GOD 
FROM HOLY OURAN 

(2:115) Unto God belongs the East and the 
West, and whercv ,,:r you turn, there is 
God'8 Presen, :e. \ ei·11y (Jud is all-knowing 
and all-embrac1n~'-· 

(16:77) To God alone :.;~long~~ the mystery 
of the heavens arni the earth. 

(16:128) Lo! I am with those who res train 
themselve8 from evil, and do good. 

(2q:22) Not on the earth nor in the sky, will 
anyone be able to escape from Me, and 
beside Me there is for you no protector 
nor helper. 

(33:3) So put your trust in God, Who is 
sufficient as Trustee. 

(50:43) And, verily it is I Who give life 
and death; and unto Me alone is your final 
return. 

(78:37) l am the Lord of the heavens and 
the earth, and all that is between them; 
God Most Gracious; with Whom none shall 
have power to ar~ue. 

(92:13) And verily unto Me belongs the 
End and the Beginning. 

(112:1 ) 0 Messenger! Say: Your God is but 
One, Who depends upon none; Who has 
neither fath er nor a son, and like unto 
Whom there is not an yone. 

ONE JOB AT A TIME 

Nobody, not even if he is a genius, can 
do several jobs at the oJme time, Russian 
doctors have proved. They found that most 
of rhe brain's vital parts are busy during 
work and are not available for any other 
activity, Reuters reported from Moscow. 

The report quoted Tass as adding: 
Thus it is not true that Julius Caesar and 
Napoleon could do several jobs at once. 
What they did possess was an ability to 
switch very rapidly from one activity to 
another. 
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HOW TO TRAVEL TO AFGHANISTAN 

AFGHANISTAN has no outlet to the sea and no railways, 
traveling is, therefore, possible only by road or air. 

ROAD: Visitors coming by their own cars have only to register 
at the frontier post. The particulars of the car is endorsed in 
their passport to insure their exit from the country. The three 
overland routes to enter Afghanistan are: 

a. Via Meshad (Iran) and the Afghan frontier post of Islam 
Qal:t to Herat, Kandahar and Kabul. 

b. Via Peshawar and the historic Khyber Pass to Torkham, 
Jalalabad. Sorobi and through the spectacular Tang-i-Gharoo 
Gorge to Kabul. 

c. Via Quetta, through Spin Boldak to Kandahar, Ghazni, 
and Kabul. 

AIR: Ariana Afghan Airlines has regular International and 
Domestic flights to Afghanistan. Indian, Iranian, Czechoslovak, 
Pakistani and Soviet airlines have regular flights to and from 
Afghanistan. There are International flights to Amritsar, Delhi. 
Teheran, Damascus, Beirut, Karachi, Tashkent and Peshawar. 
Domestic flights go to Kandahar, Herat, Mazar-i-Sharif, 
Kunduzand Khost. 
In Kabul. the booking office for Ariana Afghan Airlines is in 
the Kabul Hotel Building, Tel.24731. 
Abroad: All Pan American Offices. 
On leaving Kabul by air, an airport tax of JOO Afghanis is 
charged. 

HEALTH CERTIFICATE: Visitors must be in possesssion of 
an International Health Certificate. 

PASSPORT & VISAS: Travelers to Afghanistanrnust be in po
ssession ofa valid passportanda visa isqed hy 0ne of the Afghan 
Consular or Diplomatic representati-,cs 3broad. Tourists .u~ 
recommended to apply for a "Tounsr ·n;a". This will give them 
one month right to travel in Afghani, ,,:.11'.' with d possibility of 
further extension. 

REGISTRATION: Tourists have only torn: i;, Jh·: registration 
form at the hotels, pensions, or mn-; in which ~:,\·~~ are staying. 
Tho~e who stay with friends or in private homes must register 
with the police within 24 li,11;rs. If a tourist wishes to in,vel to 
other parts of Afghanistan, he must indicate his ciestrnation 
before leaving the hotel. 

EXIT VISA: is not needed for bonafide tourists. 

CUSTOMS: There is no customs duty on personal effects. The 
following items may be brought into the country duty free: 
personal jewelery, 2 still cameras, 24 plates or JO rolls of film per 
camera, I small movie ~amera and IO rolls of film, I pair of bino
culars, I portable tape-recorder, I portable musical instrument. 
I portable record player and JO records. I portable radio, I port
able typewriter, I tent, camping equipment, sports equipment, 
fishing outfit, 2 sporting firearms with 100 cartridges,2 pairs 
of skis. 2 tennis rackets. and I litre vfspirits. 

TRANSPORTATION: the AFGHANTOUR (Ministry of 
Press and Information Building) provides reliable means of 
transportation for transfers, sightseeing, excursions etc. with or 
without guides. 

TAXIS : are not recommended for sightseeing trips. Taxi fare in 
Kabul city is 8 Afghanis for the first mile and 4 Afghanis for 
each additional mile. 

BLSES: Mail and Service Company buses run between most 
;:,rovincial towns, the prices are reasonable but they are rather 
,low. 1 ransportation hy lorries and trucks is always available 
for those not mindful of discomfort. There are regular bus 
services between Kabul and Peshawar with pnccs ranging bet
weenl50and 25 OAfghanis per person. 

GASOLINE: Gasoline is 25 Afghanis per gallon or 5 Afghanis 
per liter. Gasoline stations can be found in most major cities 
on the main roads. 

ACCOMMODATIONS- GENERAL INFORMATION 

ACCOMMODATIONS: In Kabul, the best two hotels are 
HOTEL KABUL and HOTEL SPJNZAR. Both have central heating, 
hot and cold running water, private baths, bars and good Eur
opean and local cuisine. 
Prices: US$5-9 for a single or double room with bath, without 
meals. 
HOTEL ARIANA & PRESS CLUll are two second class hotels. 
Prices; US $3-5 for a single or double room with bath, without 
meals. 
HOTEL BENAZIR is a small third class hotel in the busy old qua
arter of the city. 
Price : US $ I. for a single room without meals. 
There are small hotels in Kandahar, Heral, Mazar -i- Sharif, 
Bamiyan, Jalalabad and most of the other provincial centers. 

CAMPING: It is advisable to camp always within inhabited 
areas and in places assigned by provincial authorities. 

FOOD: Continental food is available, but Afghanistan is esp
ecially known for a variety of pilaus (rice cooked with meat, 
chicken or vegetables in various ways). Afghan kebab,Bolani, 
and Ashak are a few of many tasty dishes. 

RESTAURANTS: The modern self-service style KHYBER REST
AURANT in Kabul serves excellent continental and American 
food. HOTEL KABUL and HOTEL SPJNZAR also serve excellent 
continental food. There are also a large number of local 
type restaurants in Kabul and in other parts of the coun
try. These restaurants serve typical Afghan food and tea. The 
average price for a good Afghan meal is US $0.50. Tea shops, 
"The Chai Khana" are characteristic of the countryside and 
are found on the main roads. 
Near Kabul are the new SPOZMAY RESTAURANT at Lake 
Kargha and Rf.SfAURANT BAGH+BALA in the Karte Parwan 
area of the city. Both serve excellent continental and local 
dishes. 

TIPPING: ls not obligatory in Afghanistan, but small change 
is usually given to the waiters. 

WATER: First class hotels and restaurants supply boiled 
water. Fresh spring water is available in many places of Afgh
anistan . In Kabul, Paghman water is safe to drink. How
ever, out of Kabul, it is safer to ask for " Chai"(tea) or boiled 
water. 

CURRENCY: The currency unit is the Afghani which is based 
on the decimal system and divided in to JOO pools. Notes are 
issued to the value of 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 and 1,000 Afghanis. 
Cc,im are issued to the value of 25 and 50 Pools and 1,2, and 5 
Afghanis. 

EXCHANGE RATES: The exchange rate is not stable. The 
free market rnte varies between 65-75 Afghanis to one U.S. 
Dollar. There is no restriction on the amount of foreign curren
cy brought into lhe country in any fonn. 

BANKS: Da Afghanistan, Milli and Pashtany Tejarety Banks 
with their Head Offices in Kabul and Branch offices in all Prov
incial centers provide exchange facilities. Exchange facilities are 
also provided at the Kabul Airport and the Kabul Hotel. 

Tl ME: Afghan Standard Time is 4 hours and 30 minutes ahead 
of Greenwich Mean Time. 

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT: Travelers taking electric shav
ers, irons, etc. should be sure that. they can be used on voltages 
of 200-220 A.C. and 50/60 cycles . 

MEDICAL FACILITIES : American and European trained 
doctors arc available around the clock in new and modern hospi
tals Pharmacies are open in all the main parts of the cities 
twenty-four hours a day. All European drugs are available in 
pharmacies. Parfumes and cosmetics are obtained in general 
stores. 

Ariana Air Lines Connections 

CIGARETTES: American, French and English cigarettes are 
available at reasonable rates in almost all towns and villages. 

PHOTOGRAPHY: There is virtually no restriction on photo
graphy. Only taking pictures of Military establishments, 
equipments or personnel, is forbidden. Color as well as black and 
white film is available in Kabul, Kandahar and Heral. Some color 
films can be developed locally but the service is faster with black 
and white. 

SHOPPING: Different kinds of old and new Afghan Carpets, 
rugs, Karakul skins, Afghan postins and postinchas (fur over
coats and jackets),typical Afghan shoes, embroidered caps and 
waistcoats, hand-woven silk fabrics, lstalif pottery, Lapis 
Lazuli stone, local silver jewelry, old guns, antiques, and scores 
of other things tempt the traveler to buy. 

ROADS: Road building is in full progress all over Afghanistan. 

Coming from Iran, the road from the frontier post oflslam Qala 
to Hcrat (125 Kms) is motorable but rough and under construc
tion, (to be finished in 1966) . From Hcrat to Kabul, it is all con
crete and asphalt. 
From Peshawar to Torkham, Jalalabad and Kabul is all as
phalt. 
Kabul to Kunduz (passing through the famous Salang pass) is 
all asphalt. 
Pul-i-Khumri to Mazar-i-Sharifis motorable with asphalt work 
in progress (to be finished in 1966).The roads shown in heavy 
black on the above map are the best roads to travel in Afghan
istan. 
Driving is on the right side in Afghanistan. 

CLIMATE: Afghanistan has a very healthy andagreeable 
climate. The average total rain-fall is less then 10 inche• per 
year. The average temperatures during a normal year are; 
SPRING: (March, April, May) 12-13 C.-55 F. 
SUMMER: (June, July, August) 26-27 C.-80 F. 
AUTUMN: (Sept, Oct, Nov) 10-12 C.-50 F. 
WrNTcR: (Dec, Jan, Feb) 7 C.- 20 F. 

During the summer and autumn, there is sunshine everyday. 
In the winter, there is usually snow once a week, otherwise clear, 
crisp skies. March and April are two rainy months. From the 
middle of Mav to the end of November, weather is excellent for 
traveling in A.fghanistan with September and October being the 
best, as there will be an abundance of famous Afghan fruits 
such as the grapes and melons. 

SPORTS: Buzkashi (dragging of goat) is one of the most 
popular equestrian sports of Afghanistan. It is a remarkable 
feat of horsemanship performed by opposing teams of hardy 
riders, generally from the North. The game is such that a behead
ed calf is placed in a circle, with the riders gathered around it. 
Upon the signal, the contestants riding swift nimble horses rush 
to pick up the carcass from the ground and carry it to the end of 
the field, generally a distance of 400-500 meters, and bring it back 
to the goal. The ensuing struggle, snatching and pulling 
the calf from each other, is an exciting and thrilling sight. 
Wrestling, Football, Tennis, Field Hockey, Golf and Track are 
other favorite sports of Afghanistan. 

HUNTING & FISHING: There are possibilities of bunting 
Ibex, Markhor, Urea! and many other species of mountain deer 
in Afghanistan. However, hunting is not commercially develo
ped in Afghanistan. 
Special arrangements for hunting trips are needed,Afghan Tourist 
Organization should be contacted for such arrangements. 
For Fishing some of the best trout can be found in many rivers 
and lakes of the North Hindukush ranges. 

HOLIDAYS: The weekly holiday is on Friday with a half-day 
schedule on Thursday . 
Religious Holidays are counted according to the Arabic lunar 
months, which do not correspond to the Internat:or:al Calendar 
every year. 
I. The first day of the month of Ramazan (the month of fasting) 
One day holiday .. 
2. lo-UL-FITR, celebration at the end of Ramazan. Three days 
holiday. 
3. Io+QURBAN, !0th of the month of Zilquida. (when Pilgri
mage is performed in Mecca.). Four days holiday. 
4. Twelfth day of Rabi-ul-Awal, Birthday of the Prophet 
Mohammed. One day holiday. 
5. Tenth day of Moharram. The Martyrs day. One day holiday. 

National and International Holidays: 
I. March 21st, first day of Afghan New Year, Nawroz (called 
Fanners day). One day holiday. Colorful national costumes, 
dancing, tree planting, camel fights and cattleshow. 
2. Last week of Augu,t. Independence celebration, Jeshyn. 
Three days holiday. National and International Fair, local 
industry and handicrafts, sporting events, tent pegging, etc. 
3. September I st, Pashtunistan Day celebration. One day holi
day. 
4. October 14th, H.M. the King's birthday. One day.Usually a 
Buzkashi game is held in Kabul on this occasion. 

ENTERTAINMENT: There arc two theaters in Kabul where 
plays are staged by Afghan artists. Occasionally visiting foreign 
entertainers also give performances. Kabul has a few modern 
cinema houses showing American, European, Indian and Russ
ian films.Kabul International Club, Ski Club, Kabul Golf Club, 
French Club and the Sports Club are available for members and 
their guests. 
There is dancing on Thursday and Saturday nights at the Khyber 
Restaurant. 

Continu ed on Pag -' 6 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE 
PRESIDENT, ASA/USA 

Dear Members: 
To organize social and cultural activi

ties for mutual understanding among the 
Afghan students themselves and between 
the peoples of Afghanistan and the United 
States, is our common duty. 

We can accomplish much more if we 
are together. Therefore I would ask all of 
you to get together and organize your local 
chapters. This unity will not only help you 
locally, but will also bring you in close 
contact with your ASA/USA. 

At the present time there are two well 
organized chapters operating, one on the 
East Coast in New York City, and the other 
on the West Coast in Los Angeles. Under 
their elected leaders they are arranging 
get-together parties, social and cultural 
programs, and helping the newcomers. 
They are enjoying it themselves and con
tributing to our common cause. I will be 
very pleased to hear that you are doing 
the same in your areas, especially in 
Colorado, Indiana and Washington, D.C. 

I will be delighted to help in any way 
I can. Please write to me if you need any 
help and also send me your activities 
reports, suggestions and future plans so 
we can direct our efforts toward success. 

I am sending you my best regards and 
wishing you lots of luck in your studies. 

Sincerely yours, 
Abdul Matin Kakar 
Vice President ASA/USA 
NIT, 1155 W. Arbor Vitae St. 
Inglewood, California 

Continued from Page 5 

INSURANCE: There is no regulation for compulsary Motor 
Third Party insurance in Afghanistan. Should anyone wish to 
obtain such coverage. they should arrange through the Afghan 
Insurance Co. Address: Afghan Insurance Co., P;O. Box 329, 
Kabul Afghanistan. Cable: AFINSURE, Kabul. 

CLOTHES: Although light clothes would be suitable for summ
er months, it is always advisable to have a sweater or jacket for 
the cool evening,. In October, warmer clothing is needed and in 
".{inter very warm clothing is necessary. 
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In the Kilagai project a 19-kilometer 
long canal is planned. A network of 
canals will take care of water distribu
tion. There will be one for every 11 
acres of land. 

The construction of road, levelling of 
1,000 acres of land and provision of two 
to four thousand kw. electricity are also 
features of the project. 

''The land state settlement administra
tive unit will complete the task of separat
ing the state land from private property 
in the area of the project shortly," the 
Deputy Minister said. 

According to economic surveys that 
have been made, the cotton, wheat, sugar 
beet, sesame and grains alternately 
planted will annually yield crops worth 
10 million afghanis. 

PROGRESS IN MANY FIELDS; TRACES 
OF A GREAT ·PAST, PROMISE OF A 
GREAT FUTURE 

The economic activities of the nation 
continued in full swing and most of the 
recent news concerned progress in the 
irrigational, agricultural, industrial and 
cultural fields. 

It was reported that almost 80 per cent 
of the work on the construction of two 
small dams-one in Logar and the other 
in Ghazni-has been completed. 

The dams are being built in accordance 
with the policy statement of Prime Minis
ter Mohammad Hashim Maiwandwa1, which 
has envisaged the completion of short
term projects. The two dams will help 
provide enough water to more than 13,000 
acres of land. 

Agriculture at present is among the 
main occupations of the nation. This is 
because the country's economy is mainly 
dependent on agricultural production. We 
are also lagging behind in the last few 
years in the production of wheat. There
fore the value of such projects which can 
improve yields during a short period is 
very important. 

One other such project is in northern 
Afghanistan, near Pule Khumri, which 
will bring under irrigation about 3,000 
acres of land. The Deputy Minister of 

Editor, Afghan Student News 
P. 0. Box 4818 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Irrigation said recently that preliminary 
work in Kilagai has been completed and it 
is expected that theprojectwillbefinished 
in two and a half years. Under this pro
ject a 19-kilometer canal is planned, 

The Ministry of Agriculture announced 
that it is working on an agricultural 
statistics program for the country. Nine 
provinces have been selected for this 
purpose and Nangarhar has been chosen 
for a pilot project. In many villages of 
this eastern province basic statistics about 
land and cattle ownership and agricultural 
yields have been obtained. 

Among light industrial projects the 
Asadabad carpentry plant being built with 
French assistance made news. The Min
ister of Mines and Industries visited the 
plant in Kunar and it was announced that 
early next year the plant will start produc
tion. Machinery for the factory has been 
shipped from France and its installation 
will begin soon. The furniture plant offers 
employment opportunities to the people 
of the province to use the many kinds of 
wood available there for making furniture. 

There were several reports related to 
social and cultural activities. Oneofthese 
was a meeting held in Kabul to examine 
ways to raise .the standard of the nursing 
profession. The meeting was attended by 
many members of the Royal family. Miss 
Kubra Noorzai, the Minister of Public 
Health, said that to improve nursing 
services in the country it is essential 
that the principals of girls' high schools 
·should tell their students of the virtues of 
this profession. 

It '.has been a problem in this country 
to find enough nurses to staff even the 
few hospitals we have in the country. And 
now that a large number of hospitals are 
under construction and as a result of Five 
Year Plan projects many more are to be 
built, it is vital to concentrate on expand
ing nursing schools. It was encouraging 
to notice that members of the Royal 
family, including Her Royal Highness 
Princess Bilquis, are taking a keen in
terest in this field, just as they have taken 
an interest in many philanthropic fields. 

His Majesty the King recently received 
Afghan wrestlers and tennis players who 
are to take part in the Asian Games to be 

Continued on Page 7 
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A VIEW OF NOMADIC. LIFE 
IN AFGHANISTAN 
(concluded from last issue) 

invigorating environment. They spend the 
whole winter in the green dales of Laghman 
or Baysood, milk the sheep, produce butter 
and "koroot" (solid lumps of butter milk), 
and visit many picturesque places, while 
seeking new pastures. After it is warm 
enough, and the respectable old man of 
the camp deems it necessary to move to 
cooler places, the black tents are taken 
apart and loaded on the camels, the small 
children, newly born lambs and chickens 
are packed on the backs of jackasses, the 
old folks on horseback, and the rest on feet, 
marching northwest to look for fresh grass 
and a beautiful location, usually having a 
rapid brook running through the pasture. 

These long caravans of kochis usually 
stop at Khawak in Panjsher, Hazarajat and 
parts of Maimana, where the cool air and 
plentiful grass make it possible for the 
cattle to thrive and increase in .number, 
and give more milk to be made into butter 
and koroot. Such is the life of the nomads 
who add simplicity, vitdity and cobr to 
the country and it is real! y h8rd to want 
them to live otherwise. They have re
turned to nature and shoulJ turn their 
backs to it. 

f.'onlinunl from P ag p 6 

helu seen in Bangkok. His Majesty told 
the athletics it was essential for our 
countrymen to develop sports and cultivate 
sportsmanship. He also said that as the 
result of positive changes which are tak
ing place in the country it is the respon
sibility of each one of us to work for the 
fulfilment of our social obligations. 

The Minister of Information and Culture 
recently opened a museum in Ghazni, 
Central Afghanistan, where duriP..g the 
reign of King Mahmoud art and literature 
flourished. Many historical relics have 
been uncovered there and more are being 
found by the Italian expedition. 

Also in Ghazni recently the archeologi
cal finds of the Italian team were divided 
between Afghanistan and Italy. Under an 
agreement signed between the two coun
tries relics which are not duplicated will 
be kept by Afghanistan and the others will 
be shared. 

KABUL TIMES 

SMILING LAND OF GARDENS 

Afghanistan has long been famous for 
its natural beauty. Its lofty mountains 
looking down on green and fertile valleys 
and its swift rivers have long been praised 
in verse and song, and not in this country 
alone. And to add to the many splendered 
bounty of nJ.tureare the man-made gardens 
of many cities. 

In the beginning of the 16th century, 
Babur, the famed conqueror built many 
gardens in Kabul and other areas of Af
ghanistan which were preserved by later 
emperors of his dynasty. The most famous 
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Welcome to our campus Mohammed. 

By the way WHERE IS AFGHANISTAN??? 

of the many gardens Babur built in Kabul 
were called Char Bagh, Sharara Bagh, 
J elow Khana and Mehtab Bagh. ln 1508 
A. D . .J ahangir extended the Shahrara park 
as far as the river Kabul and renamed 
the garden J ahan Ara. Avicena Hospital 
now stands where the garden was. 

The P aghman garden was built much 
earlier by lvfirza Alugh Baig. ln the reign 
of Babur much landscaping was done in 
this garden, with hillocks raised and fresh 
water streams laid to run through it. Aurta 
Bagh was another famous garden in Kabul. 
Roy::tl functions were held there. The Ali 
Mardan garden on the banks of the Kabul 
river near Bala Hisar, east of Kabul, 
was built by Ali Mardan, the commissioner 
of Kabul, in the time of Shah J ahan. The 
emperor also built three palaces in the 
garden of Shahrara. 

The present Istalif garden was made 
famous by the name of J ahan Numa. The 
garden was laid out in 1646 A.O. by Shah 
J ahan for his queen. The same year he 
built the Namla garden in the capital city 
with a forward-wide canal running through 
it. 

A famous garden built in Babur' s time 
is the garden of Safa in Jalalabad, Nan
garhar province. Babur stayed in this 
garden on trips from Kabul to Peshawar. 
Another garden built near J alalabad in the 
area, where Korchi village stands now, had 
a large orchard with orange and pome
granate trees. This garden is said to have 
had many beautiful lanes with hedges on 
both sides; the garden also had many 
pools with tiled sides and base. The people 
of this village are known to have been 
famous gardeners. 

After the death of Babur a garden was 
laid out around his mausoleum and it was 

said to be one of the best gardens of 
Afghanistan. ln 1646 A.O. a mosque of 
white marble was built in this garden, the 
remains of which still exist. 

Writers often refer to the gardens when 
recalling the reigns of Babur, J ahangir, 
Abdul F aiz and Abdul Hamid Lahori, 
describing them as some of rhe best in 
Asia. The elegance and astonishing beauty 
of the gardens have often been praised 
by contemporary poets. 

MEETING 

Two Rockefeller Foundation officials 
called on Minister of Agriculture and 
Irrigation Akbar Reza recently. The two 
are touring the Middle East to study the 
possibility of establishing a regional wheat 
improvement center. 

HOME NEWS 

Kabul-Mapping and survey of Dai Ke
pak, Baraki, Kolola Poshta, Wazir Abad, 
Bibi Mehroo, Khwaja Ra wash, Tangi Tara
khail, Khwaja Bogra, Qalai Najar and 
Hazara Baghal, which began five months 
ago, was completed recently. The area, 
around Kabul, covers 25,670 jeribs of land. 

Taloqan-The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation has distributed 40 seers of 
improved wheat seed to farmers in Takhar 
to plant on an experimental basis. 

A large quantity of wheat seed has also 
been distributed among farmers in Kabul, 
Maidan, Logar, Kapisa and Nangarhar in 
the past few months. 
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HOME NEWS 

J alalabad-The new road between Kama 
woleswali and Shairgul village, work on 
which began with the help of the people a 
month ago, is now open to traffic. The 10 
km. long and 6 m. wide road links eight 
villages with the capital of the woleswali. 
Five bridges and 35 culverts have been 
constructed. 

Ghazni-The foundation stone of a ·middle 
school for girls was laid here by Governor 
Mohammad Sharif. The provincial director 
of education laid the foundation stone of a 
building to house his department. 

Meterlam-The rural development pro
ject of Laghman has given assistance in 
the spheres of education, health, agricul
ture and handicrafts to 60,000 inhabitants 
of 50 villages in Alishing and Alingar, the 
chief of the project, J alaluddin said. Five 
schools have been opened and Basram 
village and Aliiigar have treated over 4,000 
patients. The centers also distribute milk, 
soap and vitamins to over 1,000 people 
each month. 
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A SCENE OF KABUL CITY 

It's all that the young can do for the 
old, to shock them and keep them up to 
date.-George Bernard Shaw 
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Justice will be achieved only when those 
who are not injured feel as indignant as 
those who are.-Solon 
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