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Mr. Mohammed Hashim 
Maiwandwal the new Prime 
Minister of Afghanistan 

On October 1965 His Majesty 
King Mohammed Zahir Shah named 
Mr. Maiwandwal, former Minister 
of Press and Information, Prime 
Minister of Afghanistan. Premier 
Maiwandwal is the second premier 
under the new Constitution. Mr. 
Maiwandwal's Cabinet was ap
proved on November 1, 1965, by a 
major,ity vote of 190. 

The Afghan Student News ex
tends congratulations to our young, 
hard working Prime Minister on 
his new assignment. The Afghan 
Student News also congratulates 
the members of the Cabinet, all of 
whom are well known to the people 
of Afghanistan. 

CONT. on page 6 

L. B.J. Sends Congratulations 
To Premier Maiwandwal 

I take the pleasure in extending 
the warm congratulations of the 
government and people of the United 
States of America on your appoint
ment as Prime Minister of Afghan
istan. May I also take this oppor
tunity of conveying best wishes for 
your prosperity and eontinued suc
cess in the progress of your na
tional development. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1965 

OUR NEW PRIME MINISTER 

As the holiday season approaches, the Associated Students of Afghan
istan send greetings to our many friends in America, particularly to the 
students who have been our companions, to faculty members who have 
so patiently taught us, to administrative officials in the field of education 
who have helped in so many ways to make possible our study here, and 
to members of the many organizations which have shown a special in
terest in students from Afghanistan. 

We wish you a merry time of celebrationduring the holidays and hope 
that the New Year will be happy and prosperous for you. 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRE~DENT 

Dear Members and Fellow Students: 

The newly elected Executive Committee hopes to serve the purposes 
of ASA/USA as outlined in our Constitution, which are mainly: 

(1) To promote better understanding between the people of Afghanistan 
and the United States. 

(2) Through your participation in your various chapters, to introduce 
Afghanistan culturally, historically and geographically, and to 
participate in international events at the various universities and 
colleges. 

(3) To print this monthly newsletter, which will include news and pictures 
of home and various chapter activities, new arrivals and departures, 
and various ASA/USA announcements. 

(4) To publish a yearbook, which will: 

(A) Briefly introduce Afghanistan, through short essays and pictures. 

(B) Include a summary of chapter activities during the year. 

(C) Contain a list and pictures of members. 

(D) Feature outstanding academic achievements and important 
student contributions to their fields of study. 

(5) To plan the organization of the 1966 convention. 

I want to stress the importance of your participation and contribution 
to the various activities outlined above. Without this, I assure you that 
your association will not function. 

I would like to mention here that in the past the major portion of our 
expense has been financed by the following sources: ( 1) American 
Friends of the Middle East; (2) Asia Foundation; (3) Kabul University; 
(4) The Afghanistan Bank; (5) Personal contributions; and (6) Membership 
dues. We are, however, currently trying to find other sources who might 
help our association. We would, for example, like to obtain help with 
travel expenses for students who want to attend the convention but cannot 
afford to do so. 

Any group of students at a university or college may request an 
organized chapter if they so desire. Miss Jamila Aimaq, our Vice
President, should be informed of any new chapters; and a brief report 
of chapter activities should be sent to our Newsletter Editor, Mr. 
Mohammed Yonus Nusraty. 

It has been customary in the past for each ASA/USA member to 
pay an annual fee of $10.00. The present Executive Committee believes 
that a fee of $5.00 should be sufficient for the membership dues and that 
the remaining $5.00 should be paid as a regisfration fee by each of those 
attending the annual convention. In order to be eligible to vote in the 
annual elections, both of these $5.00 fees, or a total of $10.00, must have 
been paid. I would like to urge you to pay your membership dues as soon 
as possible. They should be sent directly to our Treasurer. Mr. 
Mohammed Amin. 

I would like to remind you once more that ASA/USA is your associa
tion and that only through your active interest and participation can it be 
successful. 

Yours very truly, 

Abdul Tawab Assifi 
President, ASA/USA 

AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS 

M. ABDUL TAWAB ASSIFI, President, ASA/
USA, University of Denver. 

Pakhtunistan Leader in 
Afghanistan 

The great Pakhtunistani leader, 
Kahn Abdul Ghaffar Khan, now on 
a tour of Afghanis tan, after visiting 
Badghis and Herat provinces, left 
for Farah province. 

Dr. Anas Appointed Adviser 
To Prime Ministry 

The Prime Ministry announced 
that His Majesty the King has ap
proved the appointment of Dr. Mo
hammad Anas, former Minister of 
Education, as adviser to the Prime 
Ministry. 

The Prime Ministry plans to set 
up a board of advisers comprising 
people with knowledge and exper
ience in order to make use of their 
talent in a practical way. 

An Afghan trade delegation is 
visiting the People's Republic of 
China. 

The Japanese government has 
agreed to give a credit of two mil
lion dollars to Afghanistan for use 
in water supply projects in certain 
provinces. 
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Editorial 

The Importance of an Afghan In· 
formation Bureau in the United 
States 

An Afghan Information Bureau 
(AIB) was established for the first 
time in London several years ago. 
The idea for the establishment of 
this office was to disseminate in
formation concerning Afghanistan 
and to introduce our country to the 
Western world. Until January 1964 
this office published a monthly news 
magazine, Afghanistan News. 

The first person in charge of 
the AIB was Mr. Pazwak who is 
our Ambassador to the United 
Nations at the present time. Then 
Mr. Mohammed Khalid Roshan, 
who is now a cabinet member in 
charge of tribal affairs, was ap
pointed to this office. In 1962 our 
Ambassador, Mr. Mohammed 
Hashim Maiwandwal (now the 
Prime Minister of Afghanistan) 
proposed to the Afghan government 
that the AIB be transferred from 
London to Washington, D. C. This 
request was granted. The AIB was 
transferred from London to Wash
ington in July 1963. In January 
1964 the Mi'nistry of Press and In
formation decided to publish the 
month 1 y magazine Afghanistan 
News in Kabul. 

I believe the reason for the 
transfer of the AIB from London 
to Washington was because so many 
American friends of the Afghans 
wanted to know more about Afghan
istan. There are many research 
foundations in the United States 
who need publications and infor
mation about our country. 

Every day many letters of in
quiry are written by college fa
culty, students and organizations 
concerning Afghanistan. Their 
questions are so many that it is 
impossible for me to mention them 
here. These letters should be 
answered. The White House gets 
20,000 letters every week and all 
of them are answered. Likewise we 
Afghans should respect and fulfill 
rhe curiosity of those who inquire 
about our country. 
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In October 1965 the government 
of Premier Yosuf discontinued the 
AIB in Washington -- presumably 
for financial reasons. 

At the beginning the budget of 
the AIB was $36,000 annually but it 
gradually diminished to $9,000 per 
annum, and as of December 1, 1965 
the office of the AIB has ceased to 
exist. 

The AIB is of great importance 
to Afghanistan. If we think we are 
saving a few dollars by not having 
this office in the USA, I must say 
that we are wrong. Millions of 
Americans go abroad every year. 
More than half the tourists who 
visit Afghanistan are Americans. 
Thousands more would visit our 
country if they knew more about us. 
By so doing they would pour more 
dollars into our national economy 
than the AIB would take out. Per
haps there are other ways in which 
our government could economize. 

I hope our government will 
realize the importance of the AIB 
in the United States and re-estab
lish this office soon. 

THE HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN 

1385 (1966) 

"Ramadan is the month in which 
the Qur'an was sent down to be an 
enlightenment for mankind; also, 
clear Signs for guidance and judg
ment. So, every one of you who is 
present during that month should 
spend it in fasting." (1:185) 

1. The holy month of Ramadan 
starts on Friday, December 24, 
1965 and ends on Saturday, 
January 22, 1966. 

2. The Night of Al-Qadr "The Be
ginning of the Rev e 1 at ion," 
Tuesday night, Ramadan 26, 
1385 (January 18, 1966). 

3. Eid Al-Fitr wrhe Feast of the 
Breaking of Fasting,'' Sunday, 
Shawwal 1, 1385 (January 23, 
1966). 

4. ZAKAT AL-FITR, IS OBLIGA
TORY FOR EACH MUSLIM 
AND FOR EACH MEMBER OF 
HIS FAMILY. THE AMOUNT 
FOR ZAKAT IS $1.00 MINI
MUM PER PERSON. 
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New York Display To Include 
100 Afghan Art Objects 

More than 100 ancient art ob
jects, found recently in Afghanistan 
will be displayed for the first time 
in the United States Asia House 
gallery in New York City January 
13 through March 6. 

The exhibition, called "Ancient 
Art From Afghanistan, 11 will also 
be shown at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art in California before 
the art objects are flown back to 
Kabul Museum. 

The exhibition comprises ex
amples of many cultures whose 
impress was left on Afghanistan 
from both West and from the Oient. 
It includes painted clay cups dating 
from about 2,500 B.C., Greaco
Roman bronzes, glass, Indian ivory 
carvings of the second and third 
centuries A.D.; Gandhara sculp
ture; Hellenistic stucco heads; 
fragments of frescoes and painted 
s cu 1 pt u res from the caves of 
Bamian; and marble reliefs, pot
tery, and bronze vessels from the 
Ghaznavid period. 

The items were selected for 
Asia House gallery by Benjamin 
Rowland, Jr., Leason Professor of 
Fine Arts, Harvard University, who 
visited Afghanistan for this pur
pose in 1964 under a grant from 
the Asia Foundation. He has written 
the catalogue for the exhibition. 

36,000 Sq. Meters Carpets 
Exported To West Germany 

This year the Carpet Company 
has exported over 36,000 square 
meters of carpets to Hamburg. A 
company official said another 6,000 
square meters are ready for export 
before the end of the year. 

Last year the company shipped 
over 24,000 square meters of car
pets most of which have been sold. 
The official explained that each 
square meter of Afghan carpet 
brings between $18 and $24, which, 
he said was quite satisfactory. 
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Our 12th annual convention in Adams State College, Alamosa, Colorado. 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION PLANS 

MORE SPECIALIZED SCHOOLS 

The Ministry of Education will encourage the establishment of insti
tures of specialised education to teach students who fail to pass high 
school entry examinations vocational skills under the direct supervision 
of the Ministry of Education. 

This was decided at a meeting 
of the Ministry of Education pre
sided over by Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Mohammad 
Hashim Maiwandwal. 

Matters relating to the further 
education of primary and middle 
school graduates from the capital 
and the provinces were also dis
cussed at the meeting. 

It was decided that a number of 
brilliant ninth grade graduates 
should be allowed to enter high 
schools and vocational schools at 
the beginning of the new academic 
year in March. The rest of these 
graduates should be made available 
to various ministries running 
schools of specialised training. 

511,545 Karakul Exported 

In the current year the Karakul 
C o m pa n y has exported 5 71; 545 
karakul pelts to London and mar
kets in the United States. Another 
consignment of 555,911 karakul 
pelts are ready for export, said 
an official of the company. 

So far the company and a num
ber of merchants have purchased 
1,127,454 karakuls from the north
ern part of the country. 

As regards the sixth grade 
graduates from the provinces it 
was dee ided that the tope ten 
graduates should take high school 
entry examinations and each pro
vince should send the best ac
cording to their quotas to the 
capita 1 to enter the boarding 
schools. 

The authority for deciding who 
should go to boarding schools in 
the capital has been delegated to 
the provinces because it saves 
time and energy previously spent 
by the students in coming first to 
Kabul and then, finding out whether 
or not they can attend a boarding 
school. 

* * * * * 

Zabuli Reappointed As 
National Bank's President 

Abdul Majid Zabuli has been 
reappointed President and Faze! 
Mohammad Khairzadeh as Vice 
President of the Afghan National 
Bank. Prof. Ghani Ghausi has been 
appointed acting chief executive 
and Hukan Chand as assistant . 
chairman of the high council of the 
bank. 

AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS 

HOME NEWS 

His Majesty Inaugurates Highway 
Linking Torghundi with Kandahar 

On November 16, 1965, His 
Majesty the King opened the 
Torghundi-Herat-Kandahar High
way. 

His Majesty's arrival at the 
inaugural site of this great Middle 
East highway, which not only fa
cilitates better communication and 
transport within Afghanistan but 
also between North and South Asia, 
was greeted with great acclama
tion and applause by thousands of 
people who were present to watch 
the cermony in the mild Kandahar 
autumn weather. 

His Majesty the King, in his 
inaugural speech, said: 

The western highway project 
which was started at the initiative 
of the government of His Royal 
Highness Sardar Mohammed Daoud 
and was pursued with zeal by the 
government of Dr. Mohammad 
Yousuf and is now completed, as
sures us that the principle of 
planning is being followed quite 
successfully in our country. 

His Majesty said the develop
ment of communications lines is 
one of the foremost prerequisites 
of economic, social and cultural 
progress in the country. 

One of the greatest shortcom
ings in this respect has been elim
inated with the completion of this 
project which has been carried out 
with high technical competence. It 
provides suitable facilities not only 
for the development of the country's 
foreign trade but will also serve as 
a link in the Asian Highway, in the 
development of trade, and in bring
ing closer the peoples of this conti
nent. 

This highway links the historic 
provinces of Herat, Farah, Garishk 
and Kandahar and joining the Kabul
Kandahar and Kandahar- Spinboldak 
highways. This highway, which is 
679 kilometers long, is 90 kilo
meters shorter than the previous 
road. The width of the road in 
level terrain is 12 in the mountain
ous and difficult areas 10 meters. 
The shoulders in the level areas 
is 2.25 meters and in the mountain
ous terrain 1.5 meter. In most 
places the road is eight meters 
wide. 
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AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS 

Published monUtly Utroughout Ute academic year by the 
Associated Students of Afghanistan in the United States of America 

The Afghan Student News welcomes articles, constructive criticism, and 
other contributions from its readers. Please address all correspondence 
to the editor at the address listed below. 

M. YONUS NUSRATY, EDITOR 
P.O. Box 4818 

Washington, D. C, 20008 

Dear Members: 
On behalf of the Associated Students of Afghanistan in the United 

States, I send you my best regards. 
Besides being elected as the Vice-President of our Association, I 

have been asked by Mr. Abdul Tawab Assifi, President ASA/USA to take 
the responsibility of establishing and maintaining a direct contact with 
the various chapters. And helping them to organize their activities, 
which I have accepted. 

I think it is very important to establish the local chapters in the 
areas, where relatively a large number of our members are. For this 
reason, our main chapters will be in: Colorado, Indiana, Los Angeles, 
New York and Washington, D. C. Of course, if the members in the other 
States which are not mentioned above, would like to have chapters too 
may do so. So please, try to organize your chapter and elect a leader as 
soon as possibTh. 

I assume that you all know the purpose of the chapters. But in order 
to remind you of this purpose, here are some of the main objectives of 
each chapter: 

a) To introduce Afghanistan historically and geographically. 
b) To introduce the culture and mores of Afghanistan through ex

hibitions and films on Afghanis tan. 
You can provide such an opportunity by participating in the inter

national activities on your campus. Or in some other occasions as such. 
Of course, your Association will help you with anything you need. 

Please let me know what your plans are, as soon as possible. I will 
sure appreciate your cooperation. 
here is my address: 729 Gayley Ave., Los Angeles 24, California. 

Wish you the best of luck in your academic work. 

Keshawarz, Masa Appointed 
Advisers To Prime Ministry 

His Majesty the Kins has ap
proved the appointment of Dr. 
Mohammad Nasser Keshawarz, the 
former Minister of Agriculture and 
Engineer Mohammad H us s e in 
Masa, the Former Minister of In
terior as advisers to the Prime 
Ministry. 

The Prime Minister's office 
had announced that a board of ad
visers comprising men of knowl
edge and experience in various 
fields will be set up in the Prime 
Ministry so that use could be made 
of their views both in the practical 

(CONT. on page 8) 

Sincerely yours, 

Jamila Aimaq 
ASA/USA Vice-President 

Medical' Control Dept. 
Established 

A Medicine Control Depart
ment has been established in the 
Institute of Public Health. It will 
check all the medicines manufac
tured at the medicine depot. 

An official of the Institute of 
Public Health said the department 
also controls all medicine imported 
from abroad. 

Only after the department has 
checked samples of medicines can 
they be imported for commercial 
purposes, he said. 

The official also said that the 
department will assist the medicine 

(CONT. on page 7) 
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JAMILA AIMAQ, ASN Vice President, Univer
sity of California, Los Angeles. 

Officials of Meshrano Jirga 
Announced 

Senator Abdul Hadi Dawi, 
elected representative from Kabul 
prov inc e, has been appointed 
President of the Meshrano Jirga 
(Upper House) by His Majesty the 
King. Senator Dawi, 71, has occu
pied numerous posts in the govern
ment both at home and abroad. 

Senator Gul Ahmad Malekyar of 
Ghazni and Senator Mir Abdul K. 
Maakul of P arwan were elected 
respectively First Deputy and Sec
ond Deputy of the Jirga. 

According to the Constitution, 
one- third of the 84 members of the 
Meshrano Jirga are elected by the 
people and one- third by the pro
vincial councils. The remaining 28 
senators are appointed by His 
Majesty the King. 

Book on Interim Government 
A book entitled Afghanis tan . 

During the Interim Period has been 
compiled by officials of the Minis
try of Foreign Affairs and pub
lished with the cooperation of the 
Ministry of Press and Information. 
The 350-page book, written in 
Persian, includes a review of for
eign relations, a chronology of 
events and various texts of com
muniques and documents issued 
during the interim period from 
March 14, 1963, to October 14, 
1965. 
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Members of Premier Maiwandqal's cabinet are: CONT. from page 1 

1. Minister of Foreign Affairs . . . . . . . . Mr. Noor Ahmad ETEMADI 
2. Minister of Defense ........... General Khan Mohammed KHAN 
3. Minister of Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Abdullah YAFTALI 
4. Minister of Interior ............... Mr. Abdul Sattar SHALIZI 
5. Minister of Commerce ........ . ............ Dr. Noor ALI 
6. Minister of Agriculture .......... Engineer Mir M. Akbar REZA 
7. Minister of Public Works ............. Engineer Ahmad ULLAH 
8. Minister of Communications ........... Dr. Mohammed HAIDAR 
9. Minister of Justice ................ Dr. Abdul Hakim TABIBI 

10. Minister of Mines and Industries ... Engineer Abdul Samad SALIM 
11. Minister of Planning . .............. Dr. Abdul Hakim ZIA YEE 
12. Minister of Press and Information ... Mr. Mohammed Osman SIDQI 
13. Minister of Education .......... Dr. Mohammed Osman ANWARI 
14. Minister of Public Health .............. Miss Kobra NORZAI 
15. President of Tribal Affairs ..... Mr. Mohammed Khalid ROOSHAN 

The new government announced that there will be no change in the general 
foreign policy of Afghanistan. 

Our 12th Annual Convention 

The Associated Students of 
Afghanistan in the United States 
(ASA-USA) held its 12th annual 
convention on the lovely campus 
of Adams State College in Alamosa, 
Colorado, from September 2-5th. 
1965. We were so happy seeing our 
old friends after. a year of separa
tion. 

The highlights of the convention 
were: 

Thursday, September 2 -
Introduction of ASA $peakers 

and guest speaker. 
A. The new constitution of 

Afghanistan and its implications 
for Afghans; speaker Mir A. Ansary 
our cultural attache in the United 
States. 

B. Ag r i c u 1 tu re Improve
ments; speaker, Mr. G. W. Arnold. 

In the evening four different 
movies about Afghanistan were 
shown. 

Friday, September 3 --
First author session; chairman 

Mr. Ishaq Shahryar. 
Several authors on Afghanistan 

were invited but only Mr. Pa u 1 
Jones attended our convention. 
Thanks to Mr. Jones. The second 
author session was held in the 
afternoon. In the evening: Afghan 
night, with a dinner honoring all 
guests. Main speaker: His Excel
lency, Dr. Abdul Majid, Royal 

M. YONUS NUSRATY, Ed itor of ASH, American 
University, Washington, D. C. 

Afghan Ambassador to the United 
States. Other speakers were: 

Dr. Loyd Swensen, Dean of 
Student Affairs, Adams State 
College. 

Dr. Paul Ragon, USAID. 
Mr. Gul. M. Telwar, President 

ASA-USA 1964-65. 
Later in the evening an excellent 
entertainment was performed 
under the chairmanship of Mr. M. 
Nasim Noorzay. The entertainment 
included a Logary dance (kisbi 
Kham) by girls from Adams State 
and Afghan fellows. Lovely Afghan 
songs were sung by the former 
Miss Noria Noor. 

Saturday, September 4 --
Adoption of the new constitution. 
The executive reports. 
Election of new officers: 

1. Nomination 
2. Acceptance speeches 
3. Elections. 
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HOME NEWS 
More Than Million Karakul 
Pelts Ready For Export 

More than 1,300,000 pieces of 
karakul pelts have been purchased 
by trading organisations and co
operatives and individual traders 
from the production sources this 
year. 

Commercial organisations, co
operatives and individual traders 
and exporters of karakul elected 
their sales agents in London and 
New York. 

A Commerce Ministry source 
said that over 300,000 pieces of 
pelts have already been exported 
this year. More than a million 
pelts were ready for export, he 
said. 

Last year, he added, 1,648,000 
pieces of karakul had been exported 
to markets ifiLondonandNewYork, 
450,000 pieces of which are still to 
be sold. 

Abdul Ghafoor Reja, an official 
of Da Afghanistan Bank, said reve
nues from the sale of pelts last 
year amounted to nearly $10.5 mil
lion. This year, he said, the sales 
revenues have already crossed the 
$6 million mark. 

Karakul SalH Agents 
Elected For London, N. Y. 

At a meeting held in the hall of 
the Ministry of Commerce, com
mercial organisations, coopera
tives, and individual metchants 
elected their agents to serve in 
New York and London. 

The commercial institutions 
elected Mohammad Omer, the vice 
president of the Banke Mille 
Council, to serve as their agent. 
The merchants appointed Moham
mad Hafix, and the cooperatives 
elected Abdul Ghafour as their 
agents. The meeting also decided 
that thesP- agents should serve for 
a period of two-years. 

Nominees for president of ASA 
were Mr. Ghulam Ali Ayeen 
(Teachers College, ColuD?-bia Uni
versity) and Mr. Abdul Tawab Asifi 
(University of Denver). Mr. Asifi 
was elected by a majority of the 
quorum. 

Other new officers were: Vice
President, Miss Jamila Aimaq 

(CONT. on page 8) 
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MR. ABDUL GHAFOOR AREFI, Secretary, In
diana University. 

Rhodesian Action Condemned 
By Afghanistan 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said that the government of Af
ghanistan, sympathising with the 
views of a complete majority of 
other countries in the world, con
demns the attitude of the supporters 
of racial discrimination in Southern 
Rhodesia and does not credit their 
claim of independence which, in 
effect, means the suppression of 
independence for the majority of 
Africans living in that country and 
will not recognise it. 

It has been learned that the 
Afghan delegation in United Nations 
has signed a resolution by Afro
Asian countries demanding that 
the Security Council discuss the 
Rhodesian issue. 

Afghanistan has also sponsored 
a resolution in support of the right 
of the majority of Africans in 
Rhodesia which has been submitted 
for approval to the United Nations 
Trusteeship Committee. 

Fire Destroys 120 Shops in 
Ahmed Shah Sarai 

In a huge fire in Ahmed Shah 
Sarai 120 shops full of merchan
dise were destroyed. The fire also 
partially damaged Sayd Habibullah 
Sarai. A similar fire had broken 
out in February 1963 which de
stroyed the Ahmed Sha and Mir 
Alam Sarais. 
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No lives were lost in the fire. 
In the beginning one of the dif

ficulties in bringing the fire under 
control was the lack of water. 
Later on the firemen succeeded in 
drawing water from the Kabul 
River. 

Southern Afghanistan's 
Mapping Completed 

The mapping of southern Af
ghanistan, a $5 million project 
undertaken four years ago by the 
Department of Cartography with 
the help of the American Fairchild 
Company, has been completed. 

Names are given in Latin char
acters to the various areas on the 
maps which are drawn on a scale 
of l to 50,000. Engineer Mozaffard
din Yakoubi, Deputy President of 
the Department of Cartography, 
said in an interview Friday, draw
ing out plans and implementing of 
technical, engineering, construc
tional and health projects is impos
sible without such maps. That is 
why, he went on, "the Ministry of 
Mines and Industries decided to go 
ahead with the project of mapping 
southern Afghanistan." 

These maps will help ministries 
and other organisations who might 
be interested in launching develop
ment plans in the area, he said. 
There are a total of 19 maps each 
representing an area of 18 by 22 
kilometers. Each map carries 
more than one hundred names in 
Latin characters. 

A function was held at the Club 
of the Ministry of Mines and In
dustries to mark the completion of 
the project. It was attended by 
project officials, members of the 
Ministry of Mines and Industries, 
UN experts and USAID officials in 
Kabul. 

The Mining Minister Engineer, 
Abdul Samad Salim, congratulated 
the Department of Cartography and 
expressed a pp rec ia tion for the 
USAID assistance in the project. 

(CONT. from page 5) 
depot in preparing various kinds of 
serum and germ-free water for 
medical purposes. 

Import of these serums will be 
banned once the need can be sup
plied by the depot here. 

Work Starts On Last Part Of 
Tunnel In Mahipar Project 
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The last part of the work on a 
diversion tunnel of the Mahipar 
hydroelectric project was started 
when the Minister of Mines and In
dustries, Engineer Salim, pressed 
a button detonating an explosion. 
The power station when completed 
will have three turbines generating 
a total of 16,000 kilowatts of elec
tricity. 

Prince Ahmad Sha Returned 
Home From 18-0ay Iran Visit 

His Royal Highness P r inc e 
Ahmad Shah, President of the 
Afghan Red Crescent Society, and 
his wife, Her Royal Highness Prin
cess Khatol, who had gone to Iran 
for 18 days at the invitation of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Shams 
Pahlavi, President of the IraniaP 
Red Lion and Sun Society, returned 
home. 

Trade A~reement Signed 
With China 

Dr. Mohammad Akbar Omer, 
President of the Trading Section 
of the Ministry of Commerce, who 
had gone at the head of a delega
tion to the People's Republic of 
China, returned to Kabul. 

He said during its stay the dele
gation not only signed an agree
ment for the exchange of goods be
tween Afghanistan and the People's 
Republic of China for the years of 
1965 to 1966 but also discussed 
matters relating to the import of 
consumer goods from China and an 
agreement between 0a Afghanistan 
Bank and the Central Bank in China. 

Dr. Akbar Omer said the talks 
were quite satisfactory. He added 
that further talks on the import of 
consumer goods purchased with 
Chinese credit to Afghanistan will 
be held later in Kabul. 

The delegation visited several 
cities in the People's Republic of 
China. 
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ROSANNE KLASS' THREAD OF 
FRIENDSHIP 

by Barbara Kamrany 

Literature is always good for 
the soul, and especially the book I 
am about to recommend to you. It 
beats everything I have read on 
Afghanistan during the last five 
years. It is a travel memoir of 
Afghanistan called Land of the High 
Flags, by Rosanne Klass. It was 
published by Random House in 
1964. The title does not stimulate 
me, but the spirit contained within 
certainly does. 

Miss Klass, a New Yorker born 
in Iowa, taught the male students 
of Darul Mo-Allamein, 1951-54. 

Her language is superb and 
eloquent, and very pro-Afghan and 
pro-brotherhood. She seems to 
take the world in her arms and 
absorb every facet. Her memory 
is remarkable, her insight shock
ing to those of us who are ac
quainted with Afghans. The things 
I learned about my Afghan husband! 

I place this book before you for 
several purposes. It is pure en
tertainment. It is noteworthy for 
future travelers to Afghanistan. 
It is most useful for American 
girls attempting to understand their 
Afghan husbands. It offers . a logi
cal philosophical depth into the 
workings of the Middle Eastern 
mind, which of course is so dif
ferent from the inventive American 
inner workings. It is historical, 
but never dry. It is spiritual, but 
never maudlin. It is factual and 
filled with lively characters. One 
finally begins to understand the 
Afghan people, no easy task. 

From the beginning of the book: 
"Once upon a time--that is, 

several years ago--chance took 
me to Afghanistan, and for more 
than two years I lived there among 
the mountains of Central Asia and 
taught English to young men from 
its villages. When I left, there 
was in my hands an Ariadne's 
thread of friendship to guide me 
back someday across the laby
rinthine gulfs of time and place, 
back again to those harsh splendid 
hills .... " 

"But the beginning was not 
auspicious." (And here she de
scribes a difficult journey into 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1965 

Kabul, and continues later with:) 
"Morning always comes, ·and a 

proper breakfast and a pot of 
coffee are touchingly sufficient to 
improve my point of view in most 
circumstances." 

"I found that the sunlight in the 
cool mountain air of Kabul was an 
illumination instead of the bom
bardment it had been on the plains 
below. The dismal shadows of the 
night before began to dissolve 
themselves into a comfortable 
household and--reluctantly--I be
gan ·to feel at ease .... " 

Please read the book. It is 
marvelous. 

AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS 

(CONT. from page 5) 
and the theoretical manner. 

Dr. Mohammad Anas, the for
mer Minister of Education is the 
third person that has been ap
pointed to the advisory post in the 
Prime Ministry. 

(CONT. from page 6) 
(UCLA); Treasurer, Mr. Mo
hammed Amin Omar (Teachers 
Co 11 e g e, Columbia University; 

· Secretary, Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Arefi 
(Indiana University); Editor of the 
Year book, Mr. M. Afzal Aslami 
(Purdue University); Editor of the 
Student Newspaper (ASN), M. Yonus 
Nusraty (American U.) 

Representatives of Afghanistan and the Federal Republic of Germany 
signed an agreement at the Foreign Ministry on the basis of which the 
Federal German government will assist the Ministry of Education in 
supplying teachers and teaching material for the technical schools in 
Khost, Kabul, Kandahar, as well as the School of Fine Arts, the Institute 
of Inµustrial Management and the Training of Teachers. 

The contract was signed on behalf of Afghanistan by Dr. Mohammad 
Akram, the Deputy .Minister of Education and on behalf of the Federal 
Republic by Dr. Gerhard Moltmann, the Federal German Ambassador. 

An Education Ministry official said the Federal German Republic will 
also assist in similar manner the technical schools in Kunduz and Herat 
which will be established later. 

Under the terms of this contract the Federal Government will make 
available the services of 45 experts and grant 100 scholarships during 
the next 4 to 5 years. 

Over 12,000 Acres Of Land Ready 
For Use In Nangarhar 

More than 12,000 acres of land under the Nangarhar canal agricul
tural project have been levelled and are ready for cultivation. More than 
3,000 acres are already planted in crops. 

AFGHAN STUDENT NEWS 
P .0. Box 4818 
Washington, D. C. 20008 
Returined Requested 


	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news__v2n1_pg002_m
	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news__v2n1_pg003_m
	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news__v2n1_pg004_m
	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news__v2n1_pg005_m
	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news__v2n1_pg006_m
	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news__v2n1_pg007_m
	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news__v2n1_pg008_m
	azu_afghan_afghan_student_news_v2n1_pg001_m

