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hospital or school within half-
an-hour of their homes. but
mine will have none at all. This
is notacceptable! Never!

But it is never fair to true to
blame nations for terrorism.
The Afghan nation was once
forced to endure the blame for
terrorism that was essentially
alien to us. We said to the world
it wasn't us. but they failed to
listen. We said to the world that
we Afghans were Mujahideen,
but not terrorists — there is a
difference between the two. We
fought and broke the Soviet
Union in the battle. We never
attacked then outside the battle
field. We took prisoners. only to
release them with dignity after
their Soviet mothers appealed
to our humanity. It is not in the
nature of the people of this land
to shoot from behind, or to kill
with deception. We fought in
Jihad with courage. with
dignity. Terrorism is indignity.
[tkills the innocent. Itkills from
behind, with deception. I am
sure that the world will have
realized. by now, that terrorism
does not bode well in the nature
ofF national history of the
Afghans.

In the same way. | believe that

no nation can support terrorism.
It would be wrong and illogical
to assume otherwise. Pakistan
is a Muslim nation, and a
honorable and dignified nation

. at that. This they proved to us,

by the open arms they stretched
to us as we flowed in millions to
their land. We lived in Pakistan,
in the same way that a Pakistani
would do. We did not
experience any mistreatment.

And I reject the allegation that is
sometimes made about the
support for terrorism among the
Pashtun of Pakistan. This is
wrong and unfair. The Pashtun
and Baloch 4in Pakistan, who
have given us such a brotherly
and respectful of terrorism as
are Afghans in Afghanistan.

| have lately received messages
from some former leaders of the
Taliban, saying that they are not
intent on destroying their own
land, but that some among them
are forced to do so. Today I call
on all those ordinary Taliban of
the past to return to their homes
and villages and be left alone to
live their lives without pressure.
Everyone has the right to live
peacefully in their homeland.
My call is to those Taliban who
have not caused damage to the

MR. HAMED KARZ Al SPEECH IN (

nation and injury to the people.
Those, however, who
committed atrocities under the
name of Taliban, who destroyed
Afghanistan and sold it to
foreigners, are not invited. They
have no rightto this land.

My heart is also aching over
another thing that [ want to
share with you. [ was watching
the news the other day. I can't
remember whether it was BBC
or CNN - a heart trembling
scene was shown which was so
distressing that 1 still feel
unsettled. The scene was of a
stadium - that of Kabul
Stadium during the Taliban's
rule — full of people in their
thousands. A pick-up car drove
to the middle of the pitch,
carrying three Chadari-clad
women. The women were
alighted, two of them stood by,
while the third was sat on the
ground. There, before the eyes
of thousands of spectators, the
sitting woman was shot at the
head by a Kalashnikov.

Was this honor, Mullah
Mohammad Omar? Was this
what you called honor, Osama?
Was this your version of Sharia?
Was this your way of I[slam?
Did you call this enforcing
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Sharia — to shoot a helpless
woman on the head while
thousands watched in dismay?

I also saw the scene of a woman
being flogged by cable in the
middle of a bazaar. The poor
woman tried 'to escape the
blows, but the brute persisted in
hitting her. She was a human
being, but also represented the
honor of a family; honor that
was being outraged.

| tend to think that it was a
blessing that I had not seen
these TV scenes before,
especially in those days when |
first entered Afghanistan and
started resistance from
Urozgan. In the first face-off
that 1 had with the Taliban
forces in the mountains of
Urozgan, we took two
prisoners. | sat the Taliban close
to me at lunch, with no fear at all
that they might hurt me. And
when the night fell, | had them
freed. When the Taliban fell.
even before | had been chosen
as President, many of them
came to me with petitions,
which [ usually granted.

Had | seen these TV scenes
then, [ could have behaved
differently and less kindly

ARG MOSQUE)

against the Taliban then. l am a
human being after all, and
humans are vulnerable to
emotions. What distressed me
most about the scenes was that
such an atrocity was directed
againsta woman, and that it was
made public. It is against my
tradition and culture, and
against anything that an Afghan
culture stands for.

And if | ever came cross Mullah
Omar and Osama Bin Laden, by
God this would be the one and
the first thing for which I will
hold them to answer. [ would
ask them why they made a show
of the killing of a woman from
my country did they intend to
enforce hudad (Islamic
punishment) for a crime? That
they could have done in a
different way.”| am enraged
because they made a show of'it.

Distinguished ulema,

[ call on the Pakistani ulema to
stand by the ulema in
Afghanistan and have pity on
Afghanistan. Afghanistan
should not be mistreated any
more. It is a challenge to the
ulema and an initiative they
should take. We have a duty to
stop the killing of the Muslims
in this land.

(Page 7)
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Dear Ulema of Afghanistan

for our people. ulema and our

days when 1 cam across committing murder — a price lives.
The past mor}th was not a another rather upsetting story. which he accepted — perhaps
happy month for Afghanistan. QOne of the foreign newspapers out of desperate poverty.

had written about two young

elders. A great number of prisoners in the Qandahar Dear scholars.

Afghans lost their lives in the
. past month — some blown out
with bombs, some killed in
border infiltrations. some
scorched to death in car bomb
in Helmand, some killed as
Taliban, others as ordinary
people. It is deeply saddening
indeed.

Some days back. I was
informed about two young men
who had been arrested in
Ghazni. Both as young as 18 or
19 had been carrying
explosives. When asked about
their purpose for being there,
they had indicated that a
certain religious scholar-
whom I know well but choose

not to name here - had
instructed in Chaman,
Pakistan, to cross over to

Afghanistan and kill those
working on the road project. It
strikes me as a disquieting fact
that, ‘of Jall.places) ~a
“Madrassa™- the cradle of
religion and ethics- becomes
the place where students are
instructed to kill and bomb.
When a young Afghan, whose
intention of entering the
country to kill the road
workers, it spells disaster for
Afghanistan. whether or not he
succeeds in his ominous
mission. Whether the young
man gets killed are imprisoned,
are the road gets destroyed, are
both. it's Afghanistan that
loses. whatever the outcome.
Thinking about this is
distressing.

Several days later, I heard the
news of a school in Logar
which was burnt down. The
following day., some
newspaper journalist had taken
a picture of the children sitting
in their burnt out classroom.
Nothing but the ashes of what
used to be a tent-classroom
remained. but the young
students simply refused to
leave school. This does inspire
hope.

Usually in the afternoons —
around 3 o'clock — when I have
a bit of quite time off my daily
work, I take a look at the day's
news. [t was one of these recent

I ask these so-called Ulema, do
you think it is fair that my child
should die and my country get

prison. Both men were Taliban These stories have been destroyed, while you build you
— Taliban, in the sense of weighing heavily over my roads, schools and other means

religious students rather than mind lately. Then there were of welfare. How is it

that

the usual political meaning of the events in Dai Chopan and having your road built, your
the word. The prisoners had about 200 people got killed Madrassa maintained and your

been asked about their stories

there. To take out a few

children educated to become

and their reasons for being in possible foreigners, and engineers and doctors, are

the prison. Both had been
studying in Madressas in
Pakistan before coming to
Afghanistan.

One of the two said that, for
almost a year before coming to
Afghanistan, his tutor at the
Madrassa had been injecting
into his mind the idea
of returning to
Afghanistan and
taking part in the
Jihad there. "For the
last nine months, the
young Talib said, "the
only thing I heard in
the Madrassa was the
sermon urging me to
return to Afghanistan
and take part in Jihad
by killing the
provincial governor, .

the district governor, or the
soldiers."

At the end of the nine months,
the young Afghan had finally
relented and set out to embark
on a deadly mission. He had
been arrested by Afghan
security forces shortly after
crossing into Afghanistan from
Pakistan.

The second young man, around
22-23 years old, had confirmed
that instigation to take part in
Jihad formed much of his
lessons too at the Madrassa he
attended. However, he had
only accepted to take up the
mission after a sum equivalent
of 55 dollars was offered to
him. His instructions were to
take the 55 dollars; cross into
Afghanistan where weapon
would be delivered to him;
carry out the job assigned to
him; and return to Pakistan
where he would receive the
remaining part of his monetary
reward. 55 dollars. which
roughly comes to 2000-2500
Afghanis, was the price offered
to this young man for

despite the fact that the whole
episode may have been
orchestrated from outside
Afghanistan, the people who
died were all Afghans,
nonetheless. The afghan

mothers lost their children,
women lost husbands, and

children became orphans.

I decidedly chose to talk today
and to use this gathering today
to address those Madrassa
managers and so-calleU ulema
of Islam sitting in Pakistan,
who is sending my son — the
innocent Afghan Talib — to
Afghanistan to kill and/ or get
killed. He sends my son to
death, while ensuring that his
own son gets education, builds
a career, becomes a scholar,
then stands in elections,
becomes a politician and lives
a normal life. He strives to
overturn my Shura
(parliament), while trying to
secure the success of his.

Now, I don't really think that
Afghanistan in any less Islamic
—1n any sense — than any other
country. Don't you agree dear
Ulema? This
Afghanistan that took Islam to
the sub-continent after Islam
took roots in the region. And
this is the same Afghanistan

is the sameI

perfectly Islamic for you, but
un-Islamic when it comes to
me? How is it that fighting
elections, negotiating with
rival parties, having transport
and trade with foreign lands,
are perfectly Islamic for you,
but un-Islamic as far as I am
concerned? How is
that, for me, you wish
to send death and
destruction? You
wish my men dead,
my mothers childless,
my women widowed
and my children
orphaned. You wish
my roads destroyed,
my life reduced to
poverty. What kind of
Islam is this? What
kind of brotherhood is
this? What
neighborliness is this?

[ want that our people in
general and our Ulema in
particular, find a solution to
this situation. It becomes both a
religious and a national
obligation - a duty both
towards God and Almighty and
toward the homeland. 1 want
that the children of this land
must no longer be killed in the
mountains under any name.
Who were the 200 men who
died in those mountains? They
were no one else, my brothers,
but the children of this very
land. How long can this killing
be allowed to go on? It must be
brought to an end. We ought to
bringitto anend.

Distinguished Ulema,

am not saying that all
Madrassas in Pakistan are to be
blamed. No! The Afghan
nation is indebted to the nation
of Pakistan. For over 20 years,

that caused the breaking of We Were taken very good care

Soviet Union. We kept the
banner of Islam hoisted — at the

cost of 1.5 million sacrificed We lived in Pakistan, with

of our kids were treated like
their own. For over 20 years,

Pakistanis, just like two brodier
nations. The two pecplcs are
brothers and sisters. and our
Ulema are tied wvith a bond of
friendship.  Afghanistan and
Pakistan are brothers; the two
governments are brothers; and
the two nations are brothers.

My purpose is not to blame the
Ulema of Pakistan, nor the
leaders of the country, and least
of all its people. Today. I am
rather addressing certain
individuals and groups. Those
who are few in numbers, and
who pretend to be running
Madrassas for the studv of
religion, but who in reality
train militants for Afghanistan.
I address those whose malign
intention is to bring about the
destruction of Afghanistan.

I want that our Ulema and the
Ulema of Pakistan should sit
together and consider the
problem of those elements that
are damaging religion under
the banner of religion. They
must be stopped. Afghanistan
and its people must be left to
themselves. Afghanistan in a
Muslim nation, and a good

kind o f Muslim nation at that. It is a

brave nation, a dignified
nation. It may be a poor
Muslim nation, but the citizens
of Afghanistan are entitled to
what constitutes the basic right
of any Muslim, or indeed any
human being: The right to life
and livelihood. The right to be
secure from killing and injury:
the right to have a home. a
family and children; the right
to posses land and farm. The
right to have dignity; the right
to be treated and fairness, and
spared from oppression.

What kind of Islam is it, for
God's sake, I say to those so-
called Ulema. You and your
family will have access to a
good hospital, while my wife
will be forced to travel for 12
hours on rough roads in the
back of a pick-up vehicle in
order to get to the nearest
hospital — usually on your side
of the border. What kind of
Islam is it that you are
envisioning for us? My
women,, elderly and youth will
be dependent on you forever.
Your children will have a
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