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In The Name of Allah, the Merciful, 
The Beneficent 

ECONOMIC MOTIVES OF RUSSIAN 
AGGRESSION ON AFGHAN 1ST AN 

Russia's wild and barbaric aggression on 
Afghanistan is a manifold imperialist act of 
which economic motives are the main one. It 
was not only the oil fields of the Gulf and 
reaching the 'Warm Waters' which tempted 
Russian imperialists, but also the natural resour
ces of Afghanistan itself. 

It is a well-known fact that Russi~ faces 
economic problems caused mainly by enormous 
expenditure on deadly military armarr.ents. It 
seems that Russia has exhausted its domestic 
resources to a great extent and now uses resou:r·· 
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ces of its colonized territories. But even those 
resources are not suthc1ent for its insatiable 
greed for power. If Russia does not find new 
sources, the Kremlin is worried the country 
nugnt face a severe economic crisis which mtght 
lead to a social revolution within the proleta
rian dictatorship. Thus, the Kremlin ruler~ 

looked for new colonies and found Afghanistan 
a promising one. 

It is generally believed that Afghanistan is 
a poor country. But it is not true. Afghanistan 
is an undeveloped country, hut jt has enormous 
natural resources which are stUl untapped. It 
also has enormous fruits and other agricultural 
products which are greatly needed in Russia. 
Russians had their eyes on these resources for 
several decades - they even exploited some 
during the past corrupt regimes. Finally they 
decided to bring t.hese under their own com
plete control by their Red Army. 

Some of the economic resources of Afg!1an
istan are briefly discussed in this paper. 
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1. OIL RESOURCES: 

Investigations and explorations whkh have 
been carried out on oil resources in Afghanistan 
since World War II clearly show that enormous 
oil resources exist in Afghanistan. Russians -
whose oil fields will be exhausted in about 30 
years - found this fact very important and 
alarming. 

Surveys carried out in Afghanistan by In
land Exploration of USA in 193f3-1937 showed 
that only from two oil rElgions in the north 600 
million tons could be exploited annu~lly. And 
there were several oil regions such as those ones . 
More than 40 years have passed, but Afghanistan 
has not been able to utilize those resources due 
to the dependence, and unpatriotic and un-Isla
mic nature of the ruling governments. 

Inland Exploration's findings were con
firmed by surveys of a European team assi~ned 
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by the UN for oil explorations in Afghanistan in 
1951. This UN temn discovered oil in six regions 
in the north and proposed for UN technical 
assistance for its exploitation. In 1952 a com
pany by the name of National Oil Authority of 
Afghanistan was set up, and the Afghanistan 
parliament passed the Oil Exploitation law. But 
Russians strongly objected to these measures 
and claimed that the presence of UN team in 
the northern Afghanistan was damaging to the 
security of Russia. In the meantime, they pre
pared for the removal of the previous Govern· 
ment and for bringing Daud into power. It was 
during Daud's premiership that King Zaher 
Shah signed the agreement for Russian geologi· 
cal surveys of northern Afghanistan in Moscow 
in .1958. 

Russians offered 15 million dollars foreign 
aid in the form of soft loan repayable in 50 years 
in return for Afghan commodities. Thus the 
whole northern Afghanistan wa~ put at their 
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disposal to re-do the work that was already 
done, that is to find new oil, gas, and mineral 
resources and to map all connecting roads etc. 
This was the beginning of Russian domination 
and exploitation in Afghanistan. As a matter of 
fact, the signing of the treaty by Afghanistan was 
a suicidal act cormnitted by a corrupt, self
selling government. 

Russia surveyed all the oil resources and 
mines of Afghanistan and kept the docun1ents to 
themselves. They gave the Afghanistan govern. 
ment a distorted and misleading copy showing 
the exploitation of each mine un-economical, 
except for gas resources. Thus they wanted to 
postpone the utilization of the mines and resour. 
ces until they brought Afghanistan under their 
complete control. 

In his first year in office, Premier Maiwand· 
wal s1gried a contract with a British company 
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for the import and installation of an oil refinery 
plant. But due to Russia's stiff opposition and 
the work of its agents within the country the 
contract was not put into practice, and finally 
Maiwandwal was forced to resign. 

In April 1970, Noor Ahmad Etemadi - the 
then Prime Minister - announced that a small 
oil refinery with a capacity of 1.5 million tons 
per day would be established. One month later, 
however, propaganda about hydro-geological 
and geophysical surveys was launched all over 
Afghanistan, and the oil refinery issue ·was for
gotten in its midst. Both the announcements 
were due to Russian skilfull and shameless 
manoeuvring to win time and implerr..ent its 
imperialist designs. ' Unfortunately . there was 
norte to stop them. 

In 1974 the news about new oil discovery 
~n Jarqudoq was announ~ed. A year later new 
oil reserves were found in Angut. In July 1976 a 
report announced the discovery of oil in Sar-i-
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Pul of Jawzjan at a depth of 1502 meters. The 
discovery of oil well No. 2 at Aligul of Qaysar 
(Faryab Province) at a depth of 972 meters and 
with - a large capacity was announced in 
August 1977. It was also said that this field was 
the fifth with ample reserves for exploitation. 

Afghan nation did not get the opportunity to 
use a drop of oil from all its enormous resour
ces. The ruling governments did not have the 
courage - neither the interest - to take this 
national wealth out of the grasp of Russi~n 

plunderers. Moreover, socia1 corruptior., exten
sive Russian spying net\vork, and bribery had 
put the seal of silence on the lips of Afghan 
bureaucrats, politicians, and parliamert mem
bers and had tied them to the chains of surren
der. No one could dare talk about Russia and. 
criticize its imperialistiC' actions The objecting 
voice of a number of Muslim patriots was used 
to be ridiculed and laughed at. As a m~tter of 
fact, Russia had created such an atmosphere in 
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Afghanistan that a,ny anti-Russ~~n idea and 
action, any talk about Afghan national interest 
and any mention of Russi~ intrigues and 
exploitation was condemned and ~abelled as 
'' reactionary''. 

2. NATURAL GAS: 

Discovery of enormous oil reswrces in 
northern Afghanistan was a clear indicatioi1 of 
existence of natural gas there. But, as in the case 
of oil, the natural gas of Afghanistan also fell 
under the domination anc1 exploitation of Russia. 
For many years Russia hid the news about the 
existence of natural gas in Afghanistan. Only 
when the processing plant was set up and the 
pipelines were extended to Russian border and 
the gas was ready for export that the news was 
broken. The amount of export in the first year 
~ i.~ : ' 19~4 - was menti<;>ned to be 62 billion 
GUbic meters. It is also pos~ible tnat the gas was 
already being exported without t:ne knowledge of 
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Afghans. This susp1c1on is sqpported by the 
timing of the announcement. It was just when 
Daud was removed from premiership. Russians 
were afraid that by the implementation of the 
new constitution a patriotic governmeP.t might 
come to power and reveal their secret plun
dering. 

In August 1965 Kabul news media reported 
gas export to Russia without mentioning its 
quantity and price. In November 1967, however, 
it was announced that 25 million cubic meter 
gas was exported to ~ussia 9n "experimental 
basis". It was only a year later, i.e., 1968 that gas 
export to Russia 'officia11y' began. How much 
gas was taken to Russia during these 3 years -
1965 to 1968 - is known only to the Russians. 
They had all the deposits ~nder their complete 
control and the pipeline was already set up. A3 
a matter of fact , no Afghan knows how much 
gas was exported duri11 ·· ··the followin~ yea,rs 
either. From the very ,.6 _ ··lnning the measuring 
gauges have been on the other side of Amu 
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River in Russian soil and the measurement was 
·being done by Russians themselves. 

In 1972 it was reported that so far 50 
million dollars were obtained from gas export. 
It was also announced that the gas deposit in 
Khwaja Gogerdak was estimated at 42 billion 
cubic meters. These reports revealed part of the 
truth. No doubt there was enormous gas depo. 
sits in Afghanistan. But how much was the 
actual quantity ? How much was the annual 
export to Russia ? How much was the price of 
exported gas ? It was not known to the Afghans 

In March 1972 the agreement for export of 
35 billion cubic meters of gas between the years 
1976 to 1990 was announced. In June of the same 
year the discovery of new gas deposits in Juma 
area of Jawzjan was reported. And in the same 
year the agreement for export of 2.8 billion 
cubic meters of gas in 1e year 1974 was signed. 
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The announcements by the Afghan Govern· 
ment were certainly part of the truth. But they 
also demonstrated how vast the gas depositf' of 
Afghanistan were and how much interested the 
Russian were in them. They also showed the 
nature of the corrupt Afghan governments. 
vVhile the Afghan people suffered from lack of 
energy and were forced to cut fruit trees and 
forests and use Pakistani gas cylinders, our gas 
went to Russia for re-export to its European 
colonies and sold to some other European coun. 
tries. 

3. MINERALS: 

In addition to oil ann natural gas, Afghan
istan is rich in mines as well. Most of the mines, 
however, have remained untapped. This is 
mainly due to the imperialistic designs of Russia 
and ~he corrupt regimes of Afghanistari. Gold 
treasures in Ghazni, lap!s lazuli in Badakhs:h.an, 
Uranium in Lashkargah, Barite in Herat and 
Logar, iron ore in Hajigak, copper in Logar and 
tens of other mines have been discovered but 
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not utilized. Russians knew about these enor· 
mous Afghan mine resources at least since 1950s. 
Eslah (Afghan newspaper) in its March 25, 
1958 issue quoted Tkhestov - Russian mine 
expert - as saying that: " .... mineral resources 
of Afghanistan are so rich that if they are utili· 
zed, Afghanistan would become one of the 
richest countries in the world''. 

Afghanistan has been famous for its pre
cious stones since centuries. Other mines, how
ever, were discovered recently. A Japanese team 
discovered the largest copper mine in Ainak of 
Logar in 1970. A year later the discovery of rich 
iron mine with a capacity of two billion tons of 
iron in Hajigak was announced. The Afghan 
Government decided to invite tenders from 
foreign firms for the exploitation of the mtnes. 
Pakistani and Japanese firms - among others 
- showed great interest in the projects. But 
under Russian pressure the projects were post
poned, because the mines were too dear to 
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Russia to allow other foreign countries to 
utilize them. 

In 1975 it was reported by government new:.; 
media that a Barite mine with a capacity of two 
million tons was discovered in Herat and ~hat 
600 tons of Barite was exported to Russia in the 
previous year. But this was a misleadir.g infor· 
mation just to counter the rumours that existed 
among the people and the questions that were 
created in their minds. The fact was that, for 
a whole year Russians had transported enor. 
mous quantities of Barite to Moscow under pre· 
text of sampling. In the same way, Russia plun
dered the Uranium resources in Lashkar'.{ah. 
Recent reports show that the exploitation of 
both mines still continues, but now military 
helicopters are being used for transportation. 

In June 1977 an agreement for technicaJ 
and economic survey of a copper melting p iant 
was signed. The cost of the project was estima-
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ted at 1.5 million roubles which was supposed 
to be financed from a Russian credit. But as 
was the case with most of the agreements, this 
agreement remained on paper and was never 
implemented. As usual, Russia wanted to justify 
the existence of its spies in the name of "ex
perts" in Afghanistan and to buy more time. 

In his speech at the first anniversary of the 
establishment of Republic, Daud strongly spoke 
of exploitation of gold, copper, mercury. chro
mite, etc. It seemed as if he believed his Russian 
comrades were really ready · to work for his 
and Afghanistan's interests. But he was belied 
by the 60 years experience of Afghan-Russian 
relations. In these 60 years Russia not only did 
not do anything for the benefit of Afghanistan 
but tried its best to weaken the already weak 
economy of the country . Under the cover of aid 
and cooperation it implanted the seed of cor
ruption, 5mnerialism and exnloitation. It tried 
to nrenare the grounds for the implem~ntation 
of its colonial intrigues 

14 

ACKU



4. OTHER ECONOMIC RESOURCES: 

Oil, gas and mineral resources are not the 
only economic resources that attracted Russia. 
Afghanistan's agricultural prod.ucts are of no 
less importance to it. 

Millions of tons of fresh and dried fruits 
that have traditionally been exported to India, 
Pakistan and Russia can satisfy not only the 
needs of Russia to a great extent but also be re· 
exported to Europe, Even before Russian inva· 
sion its exploitation of these resources had 
started. For example, several thousands of citrus 
fruits of Ningrahar used to go to Russia for less 
than one-fourth of the price that Afghardstan it
self got for such fruits from India and Pakistan 

Cotton can be named as ancther attractive 
agricultural produce. Afghanistan cotton is one 
of the finest qualities. Large quantities were 
used to be exported to Russia. But Ru~sia wan-
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ted more cotton produced and exported to satis
fy the need of its textile factories. Wool, Kara
qul, carpet, and especially wheat and other 
cereals are other commodities which have attrac
ted the attention of greedy Russians. 

Utilization of Amu ( Oxus) and Kokcha 
Rivers which are rarely found with such a qua
lity and quantity elsewhere, are -of great poten
tial for irrigation and generation of electric 
power. For years Russians have enjoyed sur
veying and investigating these resourees and 
eagerly dreamed for their prosperous future. 
Moreover, there are other huge water resources 
in Afghanistan which can be effectively used by 
Russia for meeting its needs. 

In short, Russians looked at Afghanistan as 
a promising colony for a long time. In late 
1950s and early 1960s they surveyed the mines 
and other natural resources of the country at 
the expense of Afghan tax payers. They found 
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the natural resources in Afghanistan much 
richer and more attractive than what they had 
imagined. First they tried to bring those re· 
sources under their control by bribing and the 
use of threat. They were successful in their at· 
tempts, but they were not happy with partial 
control. They brought Daud to power hoping to 
gain more influence. Daud, however, did not be
have the way Russians had wanted. Therefore, 
Russians' direct agents- i.e. Taraki and Amin 
- were installed into powe,.. But Afghan people 
rose up against them and Jehad began 

Russians noticed that their puppet~ were at 
the brink of falling down, and if they did not 
take immediate action they would lose every
thing. Russians' only alternative was to pour 
the Red Army into Afghanistan. The crimes that 
the Red Army has committed in Afghani~;tan are 
innumerable and unbelievahle. It has destroyed 
thousands of houses, killed hundreds of thou-
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sands of innocent men, women, and children 
and made millions of people homeless and refu
gees. All this has been committed in order -
among other things - to control Afghanistan 's 
enormous wealth of natural resources . . -

But it is more unfortWlate to learn that 
Russia does not want these resources for the 
betterment of the life of its people. Rather, it 
wants to use them for enlarging its armament 
arsenal. And the new deadly weapons will again 
be used somewhere for more killing, more des
truction and more crimes. A vicious circle of 
human tragedy indeed. But the Afghan Muslim 

· nation has decided to break the chain of this 
vicious circle with the help of Almighty Allah. 
They are certain that Insha-Allah (God-Willing) 
they will make Afghanistan the graveyard of 
Russian imperialism and barbarism. 

/,-;;~ R r 
0 )# 
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OUR MOTTO 

Allah is our Ultimate Goal -
Prophet Mohammad is our leader 

The Holy Quran is our Constitution 

Jihad is our Way 

• 
Martyrdom in the Way of Allah is 

our highest desire 

December 1981 
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