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Narcotics Problems in Mghanis"tat1 and Current Methods to solve them 

In the Name of Allah the Most Merciful and the Most Compassionate 

Introduction 

The purpose of presenting this document is to develop and present rational policies, 
which will eventually result in helping our people, country and serves our common goal 
with our friends in the international community. 

Our effort is that the outlined policies should not create problems for stability, security, 
economy, our national dignity and finally for counter narcotics efforts during its 
implementation. 

We need that every policy which is implemented in any area of the country to be based 
on principles; be helpful to the stability, . security, restoration of people trust, the rule of 
law, the establishment of a civilized and welfare society and meanwhile it should 
specifically considers the human rights. 

The Ministry of Counter Narcotics for attaining these objectives, through a new initiative 
convened consultative meetings .on Specific issues with intellectuals and knowledgeable 
characters of our society who came from different parts and provinces of the country. 

Prominent activists and experts of press, security and military issues and law and also 
political analysts, social activists, economy experts, authors, human rights- women rights 
and environment activists and advocators were participants of these meetings. Many of 
them were elected representatives of people in the National Assembly 

This document is basically the result of discussions in mentioned meetings. It should be 
mentioned. that, conclusions ap.d info:rm~tiop. gaine.~d - from the . ~~rveys .<Uld meetings 
alre.ad:f held , With the government officials, local leaders from different areas of the 
country, religious clerics both in capital and provinces as well as the Second National 
Counter Narcotics Conference have been included in this document . . 

Four meetings that have been recently held at Ministry of Cotintet :Narcotics were all 
based on the world wide empirical methods, which have 5 to 12 participants, who discuss 

, on a new topic/idea or on the effectiveness of a particular action. Each participant 
specifically answers 5 to 8 questions and then all participants are asked for their 
comments regarding the given answers. Such meetings are also caiied F qcus Group· 
meetings. 

Usually individuals who have same age, profession or social status are invited to these 
meetings. 

The questions which were discussed during these four meetings were based on the 
following issues: ~ 
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Identifying and specifying factors of the existence of poppy cultivation, production, and 
drug trafficking problem in the country as well as why Afghanistan is the only country 
which has exceptionally been involved with· such problem. 
Should any assistance be provided for farmers ~s alternative to eradication of their poppy 
fields? If yes, how it will be provided? What will be its impacts and results? 
On the contrary if no assistance is provided to farmers so what would be the results of . , 
eradication of their fields? 
If people in one area receive alternative livelihood ,because they have cultivated poppy or 
their poppy have been eradicated or even those who haven't planted poppy in that area 
receive alternative livelihood, what would be the reaction of this issue in other areas of 
the country? 
What are the ways for solving these issues from participants' point of views? 

• Introduction 
• Executive Summary 
• Background 
• General views of the con~ultative meeting p · tpants on drugs problem 
• General . views of the participants regarding methods of Counter Narcotics 

implementation in its current pattern. (Law Eriforcement and Assistance r . 
• Solving methods and recommendations 

Executive Summary 

General: 

• Most of the participants considered cultivation, productio~ consumption and 
trafficking of drugs as a national problem. 

• They counted the presence ofnarcotics phenomenon in the country respectively 
as a result of; weakness/lack of the rule . of law and governance, rule of arms arid 
irresponsible armed people as well as the poor economical condition of the 
farmers. 

• The participants considered narcotics as an imported and imposed phenomenon 
and believed it was totally opposite to the genuine national and religious values of 
llfghans. · 

The view of participants regarding the current method ofcountering the Narcotics: 
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• They thought that in some cases the current method of counter narcotics has · 
damaged the other priorities of the country such as; security, stability and the 
restoration of people trust towards the rule of law. They also believed that such · 
manners . ·in . some regards have acted as stimulation to the cultivation ·and 
production ofNarcotics, .mainly poppy/opium in the country. 

- 'J 

• They thought the presence of process ·named Alternative Livelihood plus the 
unjust . P9PPY ·eradication has convert~d the counter narcotics fight in to a 
phenom~non which's end is not foreseeable. --

• They expressed their · un~satisfaction with. the current process . _of law 
implementation, pecause they thought _that the law is being implemented on those · 
people who are involved in the very low category of illegal-acts, while in practice 
the law is not _implemented on those crimip.als who .are at the high level of this 
senes. 

Solutions and the way forward: 

· • Counter narcotics efforts should be based on the perspective of Mghan people 
and it should be arranged and inipletnented according to those criteria. . 

~ . . 

·• Mghan famiers; like-rest of Afghans should be considered as· victims -of this - -
phenomenon and in -the -struggle. against' narcotics evil the farmers who cultivate 
narcotics or they don't cultivate narcotics should be treated as counterpart not as 
competitors. · 

• ·All activities and programs which are made for counter narcotics should be 
designed in the fashion that could help and benefit the farmers of Afghanistan. 

• Equal enforcement of law without any exception on all the citizens of the country 
is critically important. · . . 

• Arrest and punishment of the major-drug traffickers is considered to be the main_ 
secret of success in counter narcotics campaign. 

• Ext~nsive reforin _in the law enforcement Admiriistrations is an essential action 
and investment on related fields will ·have more effective results than investment 
on the phenomenal measures such as eradication of poppy fields. 

• Most of the participants believed that prevention ofl:'farcotics cultivation is many 
times better and human than the eradication of poppy and marijuana fields or 
countering the production and trafficking of them. 

• As a whole investing in maip_ infrastructure of the country was highlighted as a 
key to solving all problems of the country including the narcotics. 
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• The investments should take place through national programs not in the current 
dispersed and isolated manner. 

• In Particular a National Fanners' · support program . should be launched, thiough 
which the ·main necessities of farmers should be identified and necessary 
measures should be tak:ento meet those necessities. 

• The participants of the focus groups believed that by eliminating the root-causes 
of this menace, this problem will be resolved quite simply. 

· Background: 

Poppy cultivation is common in Mghanistan from the past, but it has · been only used for 
the treatment and pain relief purposes and was only consumed internally. 

When the consumers of drugs gradually increased in the region particularly in Iran thus, 
its cultivation also expanded in the region especially in Iran itself 

After break up of Indian stib continent and particularly subsequent to termination of 
British forces rule in the tribal .regions beyond the DurandLine.in the mid of20tl! .century, 

: a · 'goocl'opportunit)r~~as created for illegal{loppy cultivation· and opium' production for 
trafficking to the region and even to ~ fai away countries, therefore the opportunist 
individuals and parties took advantages from this opportunity~ 

We can't rule out the involvement of international mafia m promoting of poppy 
cultivation and production in those areas at that time . 

. After 27 April 1978. coup_ d'etat in Afghanistan which resulted in weakening . rule of law 

. and government especially ip areas · close to Durand Line, poppy cultivation and 
productionincreased within the country. 

This process int~nsified aft~r a year fi:om 27 Aprill978 coup d'etat in Afghanistan when 
Islamic revolution succeeded in Iran and after a . short period of time poppy cultivation 

· was prohibited .in Iran. It was on a time when there were millions of drug users in the 
community of that -country; 

Since drug demand and drugs consuming markets were not so far from Afghanistan and 
they' were located in the region, in addition to that the expertise of poppy cultivation and 
drug trafficking was already. tninsferred to Afghanistan from the other side· of Durand 
Line and on the ·other hand the unfortunate progress of sitUation in Afgharustan had 
dragged the country towards _chaos, instability and lacking of rule of law that · resulted, 
Mghanistan being entrapped to drug cultivation, production, consumption and 
trafficking, and up to date is severely suffer~g from this aspect and is being challenged · 
by various kinds of problems due to it. · 

Prepared by: Said Mohammad Azam 6 
Director of Public Relation and Public Information 
Ministry of Counter Narcotics, December 2006 

ACKU



.. 

• 

Narcotics Problems ip. Afghanistan and Current Methods to solve them 

There is a strong assumption that after invasion of Soviet Red Army in Afghanistan at 
. 1980 poppy cultivation, production and trafficking and inspiration of Russian Red Army 
arid their Afghan supporters to consume . drugs, as a political project; was systematically 
supported by intelligent services of the reg~O-tr and even of some big countries of the 
world. · 

It is said that at the beginning 1980s, when the Soviet Red Army invaded Afghanistan, 
poppy cultivation was critically prevailed in the tribal regions on the other side of Durand 
Line, at that time, Pakistan was strongly under pressure from the international community 
to stop it; poppy cultivation and production was systematically transferred to Hilmand 
province in collaboration with a famous Commap.der of Mujahiddin. -As poppy 
cultivation was increasing in_Musa Qala, Sangeen, Baghran, Kajake, Nawzad and Washir 
districts ofHelmand, it was decreasing in the tribal regions of Pakistan. 

There is an assumption that a part of war costs against Soviet Red Army was provided 
through opium and heroin sales. 

The poppy cultivation also continued after withdrawal of Soviet forces because on that 
time international comm.unity assistances to Afghan resistance forces, immigrants and to 
rural areas of the country reduced which itself incr~sed demand for production of more 
opium and heroin to provide expenses of resistance groups and people who freed from 

··-pro..: Soviet government nile.- -.. 

In 1992 (1371 solar year), after the collapse of the pro-Soviet Regime in Kabul, poppy 
cultivation promulgated as a insensitive issue, almost in all areas of Afghanistan 
particularly in East, South and Northeast of the country. 

In 1996 (1375 solar year), when the Taliban were empowered they were even collecting 
~ax fro~ poppy cultivation. . . _ . 

At the closing 'stages of Taliban regime poppy cultivation was banned, which was very 
impressive and poppy cultivations were stopped in all areas under their control. 

Some people believed that, Taliban banned poppy cultivation i:ri order to lift up the low 
prices of opium _ in international markets at that time, while some people argued the 
regime wanted to demonstrate their power and effectiveness to the world, so it woul~ 
gainJhe official recognition of their administration by the international community 

After the collapse of Taliban Regime and the establishment of the new administration, 
firstly Interim, transitional and finally the elected republic, poppy cultivation experienced 
some fluctuations. 

The newly stt.Uctured administration of Afghanistan and the British government frrstly 
distributeq cash money as an alternative to eradicate poppy fields; however this measure 

:. led to a ·negative result in the following year, because the farmers were more stimulated ~ 
for poppy cultivation. The farmers assumed ifthey cultivate poppy so they might sell the 
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opium in the market or they might be paid money by Afghan and British governments if 
their poppy fields were eradicated. According to a survey report of UNODC poppy 
cultivation was reported to be doubled in the following year. 

Next year it was announced that there would be no compensation for poppy fields. 
Meanwhile the local authorities of some provinces especially of Nangarhar province, 

) 

which was the largest poppy cultivating province of Afghanistan at the time, took some 
serious measures against poppy cultivation. It resulted to % 20 decrees nationwide and 
96% in Nangarhar in poppy cultivation level and was verified by the United Nation. 

But the government of Afghanistan and International Community failed to strengthen and 
build on this achievement that is why currently UNO DC has reported 60% increase in 
poppy cultivation level as well as the production of 2000 tons more opium this year than 
last year. 

Overview of Consultative Meetings' Participa_nts on Drug ~roblem 

Most of the participants considered cultivation, production, consumption and trafficking 
of drugs as a national problem. 

· · · · --They were 'itf favor of rendering· more attention and accuracy while-.fighting different . 
aspects of this phenomenon and strongly demanded that potential problems that rise from 
the implementation of counter narcotics campaign must not damage/jeopardize the 
overall wellbeing of our society, stability and security. · 

They counted the presence of narcotics phenomenon in he country respectively as a result 
of; the lack of the rule of law and governance, rule ·of arms and irresponsible armed 
people as well as the poor economical condition of the farmers. · 
.. . . . . . .· . . ' . . . ·- : . . . .. . 

They believe that by eliminating the root-causes of this menace, this problem will be 
resolved quite simply. 

The participants considered ·drugs as an imported and imposed phenomenon as well as 
they believed it was totally opposite to the genuine national and religious values of 
Afghans. · 

They also believed that as quickly the root-causes of poppy cultivation are eliminated we 
will get rid of this menace or else as a problem having no . resolution it will inflict un
compensate able harm to the people of Afghanistan as well as to its friends . in the 
international community who are committed and want to see Mghanistan stands on its . 
own feet. 

Meanwhile it will still continue to be a big source of income for those who are involved 
in this illegal industry within the country or outside Afghanistan, as well as for those 
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opportunists who wants to become thicker and richer by the name of Countering 
Narcotics. 

"Some are benefiting from the Narcotics, and some others are from countering it/' a 
.journalist srud in a sarcastically manner, followed by laughter by rest of the participants. 

. ~ 
View of Participants Re2arding the Current Implementation Method of Counter 
Narcotics: 

1. General: 

The participants appreciated that the Afghan government and the international 
community has prioritized counter narcotics as its primary effort, but considers the 
implementation method of counter narcotics defective from some aspects, not practical, 
weak even in some cases it diverts from the main objective of this combat. 

They also think that in some cases this metho9 of counter narcotics has damage~ the 
other priorities of the government such as; security, stability and the restoration of people 
trust regarding the rule of law. 

They thought the process of Alternative Livelihood plus the poppy eradication which is 
implemented· in aJi unjust manner·has,convertedthe counter narcotics fighfiri to a combat.· 
which end is not foreseeable. 

They compared Alternative livelihood and unjust poppy eradication to a two edge sword 
which is shrinking down the stability, security, reconstructionprocess, restoration of rule 
of law, nationa.J. solidarityll development and heading towards a developed and prosper 
communityll which at the end will vanish it. 

2. Law Enforcement and State Sovereignty: 

Based on what was said ·in the first chapter (background) and afterwards, the 
wekness/lack of rule of law and governance has caused increase· in cultivation, 
production, and trafficking of drugs. The other way around, the reinforcement of tule of 
law and restoration of governance can be the main factor for getting rid of this 
phenomenon: 

As it is practically seen, in the areas where comparatively rule of law and governance is 
in place, there are no poppies in those areas or else it is very limited. 

The current method of law implementation was critically questioned by the participants. 

They said they were unsatisfied with the current process of law implementation, because 
they thought that the law-is being implemented on those people who are included in. the 
very low category of illegal acts, while the law is not implemented· o.tf those criminals 
who are at the high level of this series. 
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The large number of the participants believed that, even the authorized and influential 
people within the structUre of government are involved in the illegal acts of cultivation, 
production and trafficking of drugs and they considered this issue one of the ·other main 
factor for poppy cultivation increment in the country. 

"They themselves are involved," coilllliented a journalist from a private TV station, ''and 
then they also fight against it." 

The participants of the meetings were suspicious and hesitant of government and 
international-community's reaction in this regard. 

"One day a person took his son to a Mullah and . asked him to write his son an amulet in 
order to not eat soiL Mullah told the man to bring his son tomorrow then he· will write 
him an amulet. The person brought his son on tomorrow. After that Mullah wrote his son 
an amulet so the person asked mullah that why did not he do that yesterday? Mullah 
answered that yesterday his amulet was not effective, because yesterday, he himself had 
also eaten soiL" 

The current method of poppy eradication was not acceptable to the participants evert it 
was considered to be against the human rights. 

:'. ~ . . •. . . • • . , ~ • . . . . . ·• . • I . . : . • ,, : . ' 

They thought that the current poppy eradication method is not more than pouring water 
on the mill of those people who want to disrupt the stability and the security within the 
country and it enlarges the gap between the people and the goveniment. 

From their point of view, currently poppy eradication . operation. only targeted poppy 
lands ofweaklandless farmers rather than powerful and authorized people. 

At the same time, this operation implemented at the ·time when ·the people take their 
harvests, so the participant thought it was an act against the human rights and humanity 
and also it is the main factor · which increases poverty -between farmers and · landless 
people. 

It happens at the time when there are no other means and employment opportunities and 
also they have lost the chance of cultivating other crops~ This causes the farmers and 
small landowners to join the armed opposition groups of the government and stand with 
them against the gove:rru::D.ent, particularly in the insecure areas of Afghanistan. 

_ "We forcefully push them to the oppositions/' Lawyer and member of the Parliament 
remarked~ 

It is worth menti~ning that based on a survey sometimes ago conducted in collaboration 
with the US embassy s~owed that 90% of the people within the country are against poppy 

\.. cultivation and . they admit that drugs are against the teachings of Holy religion · of Islam 
and their country's enforced law. But meanwhile the same percentage of interviewees 
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expressed their sympathy with those people who arepoor and landless· and cultivate 
poppy in the country. 

3. Assistance/ Alternative Livelihood/ Alternate Development: 

-

Most of the participants believed that_, every sort of assistant under the name of 
alternative to cultivation, production, and trafficking of drugs is absolutely an illegal act 
and _meanwhile it's the main factor of stimulating the farmers for cultivating more 
popptes. 

"From one side we encourage them to cultivate poppy {pause} on the other hand we 
eradicate their crops,'' a lawyer and political analyst said. 

At the same time the majority of the participants believed that following the 
weakness/lack of rule of law and lack of governance_, rule of illegal armed groups in some 
parts of the-country_, poorness and poverty of the farmers, is the major factors for the 
existen~e of narcotics in the country. 

The current method for elimination of poorness and poverty of farmers through 
:alternative livelihood or alternative development, the participants ·of the meetings thought ·· · · · 
were unacceptable and illogical. In their point of view the alternate word itself misleads 
the main objective of counter narcotics program. 

They also believed that, the current process of alternative livelihood is not that ·much 
effective to encourage farmers to stop poppy cultivation in areas, both cultivation of 
poppy and AL programs existed. But it has Inspired those people who were not used to 
cultiv(lting P<?PPY in other area~'-· to -~onsid~r poppy ~~ltiyati~n, so_ ~~t. fu.ey also get .. 

· ·entitled'to benefit from alternative Ilvelihood program. · 

• Solutions and recommendations: 

General: 

Counter narcotics efforts should be based according to the perspective of Afghan people 
and it should be arranged and implemented according to the Afghan foreseen criteria. 

In order to attract the enthusiasm of people for counter narcotic campaign which is 
critical to the success of this combat; we have to assure the people that their benefits are 
the basic pedestal of all policies and activities within this campaign. 

During the meetings, most of the participants repeatedly asked that the ~umber of 
Hashish users were many times more than opium abusers and why the government hasn't 
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taken any considerable measure against cultivation, production and trafficking of 
marijuana/hashish. 

Actually they wanted due attention to this menace as well, so that the cultivation, 
production and trafficking of hashish is also prevented. They advised that the United 
Nations should include the necessary information and data regarding cultivation, 

} 

production and trafficking of marijuana/hashish in their annual reports. 

"What news from hashish? There is no news," a journalist and political analyst asked and 
then answered himself · 

In general, the participants of the consultative meeting believed that due attention should 
be paid to the factors causing poppy cultivation and the implementation plans should be 
prepared and designed in a proper way. No such measure should be taken that causes 
violence, instability, insecurity, poverty in rural areas and increase gap between people 
and the rule of law and governance .. · 

Following the investment and concentration to solve the root causes of poppy cultivp.tion 
problems, serious measures should be taken in order to identify a:nd arrest the main actors 
of this phenomenon such as; major drug traffickers and those who have large 
respoJ?.sibility in the government structure and are involv~ in the illicit drug affairs. · 

The Afghan farmers along · with the rest of the citizens of the country should be 
. considered . as victims of narcotics phenomenon. In the fight against the farmers who 
cultivate poppy or don't cultivate poppy should be treated as allies not as ~ompetitors. 

cc:what is the fault of a farmer?" a parliamentarian asked. 

Ali activities and programs which are made for counter p.~cotics should be designed in 
the fashion that should help and benefit the :fai-mers of Afghanistan. . . . . . . . . . 

With this approach not only we can persuade the farniers to support counter narcotics 
programs but also can persuade the 90% people who show sympathy to poor and landless 
farmers, to support us in this war, and to appreciate their sound and accurate judgment 
based on sympathy to farmers. 

This would certainly increase the credit of counter narcotics campaign. 

The legitimate right of Afghan farmers as patriotic individuals and hardworking citizens 
of the country should be restored and acknowledged because their attempt provide food 
for eating tables of all the people in the country even for the richest or the poorest and 
support all necessities of the people around the country. 

In Particular: 
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A. Ruie of Law/ Governance: 

As we repeatedly mentioned, most of the participants at the consultative meetings had the 
vie_w that lack/weakness of law enforce~e:rx( is· one of the most basic factor of drugs 
problems within the country. · Reinforcem~nt of law enforcement, restoration of 
Governance arid _9iscipline, enqing up the ·rule of irresponsible gunmen and employment 
of the skilled and professional people on importaiJ.t and challenge full positions in the 
capital and provinces would not only be helpful to solving the drug problem, but also it 
would ensure and increase the trust of people towards the current governmental system. 

Conduct of professional trainings/mentoring and Provision of equipments and tools to the 
law enforcement-forces is essential in this struggle. 

Equal ~nforcement of law without any exception on ali citizens of the country is critically 
important. 

"It is absolutely the case of one roof with two different air conditions," an Mghan 
proverb· that a Parliamentarian repeated. 

Arrest and punishment of the. major drug- traffickers is considered to be the main secret of 
success in counter narcotics campaign. 

"These are the people who are behind all ~hese mischievous'' a lawyer who is also a · 
political analyst and member of the parliament said. 

Extensive reform in the law enforcement Administrations is an essential action and 
investment on . related fields is more effective than investment on ·the phenomenal 
measures such as eradication of poppy fields. 

Most of the · participants believed that prevention· from poppy 'cultivation · and other drugs 
are many times better and human than the eradication of poppy and marijuana fields or 
countering the production and trafficking of them. 

"Prevention is. always better than treatment,'' another Afghan proverb that a human rights 
activist used here. 

They asked for launching extensive communication and enlightening programs which are 
. . 

in accordance to tradition and cultures of our society. 

Most of the participants emphasized that, the poppy eradication programs should be done 
according to criteria; in the first step the poppy fields of major land owners "e.g. those 
who have got more than 100 jeribs (20 hectares) land" base on accurate, adequate and 
proper intelligence information should be targeted for eradication. 

''Eradicate his fields and punish him too," a journalist and political affairs analyst said. 
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In other ~eas after a comprehensive and peaceful communication and understanding 
program the Poppy eradication program should be carried out immediately after very few 
weeks of the seeds cultivation, so that the f~p1ers and land owners have the possibility to 
cultivate other crops. 

) 

The mentality of farmers, land owners and villagers of our country must be ready I 0_0% 
for poppy eradication program on their lands through enlightening their minds about the 
harms of drugs and make them confident that this program prevents them from 
committing a sin and free them from drug trap. 

"We have to work with farmers," a Parliamentarian pointed out. 

In case aqove mentioned conditions are not available, the poppy eradication program 
must be canceled in order to prevent violence and avoid disrespect against the feelings of 
the farmers and rural people. The law enforcement forces (police) · should be trained/ 
equipped and carry out the poppy eradication process with such a ~entality. 

B: Assistance/ Alternative Livelihood/ Alternate Expand: 

Most of the participants believed that all kind of assistance under the name of alternate 
-for cultivation, production, and trafficking of drugs are absolutely an -illegal -action and :. 
meanwhile it's the main factor of stimulating and encouraging the farmers for cultivating 
more poppies. 

The majority of the participants believed that after respectively; weakness/lack of rule of 
law and governance; the influence of illegal armed groups/individuals in some areas of 
the country, poorness of the farmers is the m~in factor for drug problems continuation. 

As -a_ whole· the partiCipants of the mentioned focus· ·groups meetings : believe4; .by .. 
investing in main infrastructure ·of the country all problems including drugs will be 
solved. But they didn't want these investments (which they believed should be done by 
the international community) to have the link or attribution to the presence of narcotics 
problem in Afghanistan. They advised these ~ontribution and investment should be done, 
because Afghans/Afghanistan deserves to be helped and qualified to stand on its own 
feet. 

"They don't help by this name," a member of the parliament while waving his head no 
said. 

They believed that the current investments in areas · of security, agriculture, rehabilitation, 
transportation, water management, education, industry and other sectors are not enough 
for Afghanistan. Most of them believed that, the investments by . the international. 
community that is practically taking place in the country have big differences to the 
amounts that are a~ounced and reported. '· 

Prepared by: Said Mohammad Azam 14 
Director of Public Relation and Public Information 
1vfinistry of Counter Narcotics, December 2006 

ACKU



• 

,. ~ 

Narcotics Problems in Afghanistan and Current Methods to solve them 

''The broken scale and tom apart weight (measure)" an Afghan proverb that a member of 
the parliament who originally came from Southern Afghanistan said and continued after a 
pause;) "people must not be cheated and Mghanistan can not be reconstructed" 

. They wanted the investments should take piace through the national programs not in the 
current dispersed and isolated manner. · 

:i 

In Particular, regarding the farmers there was a very strong suggestion that a National 
Farmers' supporting program should be launched. They named it as "The National 
Farmers Support Program of Afghanistan (NFSP A)". 

"Till we have not got the farmers to stand on their own feet, we will never succeed" a 
parliamentarian said while waving his point finger. 

Through this . program the necessities of farmers should be identified and necessary 
measures should be taken to meet these necessities. 

Suggestions that should be followed and practiced by the · particular 
organizations were also presented by the participants of the consultative 
meetings .. as following: 

. "* ... - - ~ 

•"Mihlstry of firiance should impose· high' taxes' on' agr1cultul-aJ products" which are imported . 
froni ··other countries, so that pave the ground for development of agricultural sectors 
within the country. 

Ministry of Agriculture and Husbandry by launching new innovations and using modern 
and developed equipments with the consideration of Afghan tradition and cultures should 
try to introduce modem methods of cultivation, production and supply of agricultural 
products which have high values and prices in the markets. 

Ministry of Commerce in close collaboration with the Ministry ofForeign Affairs should 
find international markets for agricultural crops and should take practical measures for 
attracting investments to improve quality of Afghan agricultural products through signing 
contracts with foreign . countries, national and international organizations. 

All countries, particularly the leading partner . countries in counter narcotics campaign 
should be seriously asked to facilitate selling of Afghan agricultural products in their 
respective countries, Cl:S well as they should encourage their private companies by offering 
privileges and security to them to invest on production of agricultural crops with 
international standards in Afghanistan. · 
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