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Syria in the Vortex of
US-Russia’s Quest for

Domination in the Middle East

HAFIZULLAH EMADI

The Middle East, due to its strategic location and rich natural

resources, has been coveted by imperial powers for about a

hundred years, since the European colonial powers – Britain

and France – created modern Syria from the ruins of the Ottoman

Empire. Western imperial powers maintained their domination

over the region by supporting the bureaucratic ruling elites that

ruthlessly suppressed peoples’ aspiration for democracy and

freedom. Since World War II, disenchantment with imperial-backed

rulers was on the rise, causing tyrant leaders to initiate some

cosmetic reforms with the intention to counter and contain anti-

systemic resistance. The rising Soviet imperial state was

determined to carve its spheres of influence challenging Western

powers in the region and exploited public grievances against

tyrant rulers to advance its own political agenda – establishing

a foothold in the region. In Syria, it forged closer working

relations with the Alawite ruling family after Hafiz al-Assad

seized power in the 1970s. Disintegration of the Soviet imperial

state in 1991 not only led to reconfiguration of the political

system there but also forced the successor state, Russia, to reassess

its foreign policy options – instead of supporting former Soviet

client states, it must focus on rebuilding Russia and modernising

its military might. This development in Russia caused Syria to

improve relations with Western countries as Russia could not

provide loans, credits, and other types of assistance to sustain

the regime.
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Lack of financial and military support from Russia caused Syria to liberalise

its economy – a factor that paved the road for international financial and

trade institutions to move into Syria. Loans and credits by international

institutions forced the country to acquiesce to rules and regulations laid

down by donor countries and agencies. Austerity measures imposed

wreaked havoc on the Syrian economy, with devastating consequences –

forcing poor peasantry to abandon their land and migrate to urban centres

in search of a better life. Rising unemployment in urban centres aggravated

the plight of new settlers, and this situation paved the road for greater

public disenchantment with the bureaucracy, which that ultimately

culminated into an anti-regime movement as people could no longer tolerate

degradation of their daily lives.

The trigger point of the mass movement for democracy and freedom

was the arrest and torture of 15 school children by government security

forces on charges of writing graffiti on a wall. People protested and

demanded their release, but the government response to peaceful protest

was harsh – opening fire on the crowd, killing four persons. The next day

security forces fired bullets on mourners at the funeral procession, killing

another person. The regime’s brutal suppression of peaceful protest

demonstration outraged Syrians to the extent that in March 2011, thousands

of people marched on the streets in Damascus against the hated regime

of Bashar al-Assad, whose family ruled Syria with an iron fist.

The struggle for democracy in Syria has common features with

popular movements that led to regime change in Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt

– the demand for food, human dignity, freedom, and justice for all. It drew

inspiration from these movements, which toppled Arab dictators who

ruled their subjects like pharaohs.1

The movement initially had a popular character directed against al-

Assad’s brutal policies of governance. A popular slogan against the regime

was ‘Only God, Syria and Freedom’ and nothing else, which was in sharp

contrast to that of the regime ‘Only Gold, Syria and Bashar al-Assad’,

equating al-Assad’s status to that of God. Although people used slogans
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with religious overtones, the movement had no intention of instituting a

system of governance based on religious beliefs. Syrians were determined

to break the shackles that kept them in bondage and enjoy freedom and

democracy. Since its inception, the movement has been opposed and

mercilessly attacked by both regressive Islamic forces whose stated mission

is to build an Islamic caliphate system of governance, eliminate all that

was best, and impose medieval laws to govern every aspect of peoples’

lives and the NATO–Arab monarchy axis, as they too have been determined

to impose their political agendas on the Syrian people. Syrians by and

large condemn al-Assad as a blood-thirsty dictator, calling for democracy,

freedom, and regime change. The US and its Arab state allies treat al-

Assad and his regime as a criminal enterprise killing its own subjects and

call for his step down as the only way to peace and stability.

SOCIAL CLASSES: WAR OF POSITION

Disintegration of the Soviet Union also led to the end of bipolar system

and the rise of the US as the only superpower determined to reconfigure

the geopolitics of the Middle East. To achieve this end, the US tacitly

worked to remove Arab dictators whom it considered not to be reliable

allies in defending its imperial interest in the region – Arab rulers who

ostentatiously spoke about Arab nationalism and Arab socialism but never

believed in them. With the changes taking place at the international arena,

these Arab rulers now embraced and championed Western democracy,

spoke proudly about human rights, and worked to improve relations with

Western imperial powers, especially the United States. The Syrian dictator

al-Assad had no option but to strengthen ties with the US and Western

Europe and liberalise the country’s economy. Syria followed the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank policies to make Syria

competitive for attracting capital investment by foreign firms in its

commercial and agricultural sectors. Damascus’s policy of economic

liberalisation since 2006 led to increasing unemployment and growing
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inequality, causing disenchantment with the regime that eventually morphed

into a full-fledged civil war a few years later.

The politics of reform pursued by Damascus benefited the upper-

class families and severely affected the situation of other classes – the

middle class as well as the peasantry, labourers, and others. Upper-class

families in Damascus and provincial centres whose class interests are

intrinsically intertwined with those of the bureaucratic capitalist regime

and big Sunni capitalist entrepreneurs prospered economically from their

association with the ruling elite, supported Damascus, and remained loyal

to and defended the regime against the opposition. The middle class was

divided; a segment that included owners of commercial and industrial

enterprises supported the regime despite the fact that the majority are

Sunnis and another segment that advocated Arab nationalists or

sympathised with political ideologies, such as socialism, communism, and

liberalism, despised the regime and remained ambivalent towards the

opposition parties. They vacillated in their position with regard to the

popular movement directed against the regime and failed to provide or

seek an alternative solution to the crisis that unfolded throughout Syria.

However, a significant number of the class, especially the lower strata,

supported and joined the movement for democracy and freedom. Islamic

extremists, who come mainly from the middle-class background, managed

to exploit public grievances and recruit fighters from among this class that

included doctors, engineers, businessmen, and other professionals as well

as lower social classes to fight alongside their men.

The working class, including the Sunnis who laboured from dawn

to dusk to make a living, played a major role in the movement for democracy

and freedom as they experienced steady deterioration of their standards

of living, unable to provide higher education for their children, who had

to leave school and work in order to support their families. They supported

the anti-government movement, hoping that a regime change will improve

their shattered lives.

Poverty forced landless peasants to leave their villages and migrate

to urban centres in hopes of finding employment opportunities to make
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money and return to their land. They lived on the outskirts of cities,

suffering from abject poverty. They played a prominent role in the

movement for democracy and freedom. However, they lacked their own

organisation to represent and defend their interests and remained prey to

propagandas by opposition political organisations. Their political demands

– improvement of their living conditions – had been relegated to a secondary

position as the struggle for democracy and freedom overshadowed all

other demands.

The struggle for a regime change in Syria is complicated by

differences among members of the opposition parties with divergent political

interests. Although all rebel groups oppose the regime and fight to force

al-Assad to leave the country, they oppose each other. Sectarian differences

further complicate working relations and coordination of activities among

the opposition groups. The oppressed Sunni majority long aspired to

seize power, and the Shia-minority-dominated states continued to fight to

defend the status quo – a struggle that assumed increasingly sectarian

character – Sunnis versus Shias. Minority-faith-based and ethnic

communities, such as Kurds, Christians, Druze, and secularists, fear that

a regime based on Sunni Arab majority would be detrimental to their own

freedom, liberty, safety, and security.

FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT IN THE SYRIAN CONFLICT

The movement for democracy and freedom in Syria was a spontaneous

mass movement, with its origin in provincial urban centres, where poverty

and unemployed are rampant in contrast to major cities such as Damascus,

Aleppo, and other coastal cities, where affluent families and the ruling

elite are concentrated – regions that are protected and defended by the

regime’s repressive military apparatuses. Failure of the regime to meet

public demands and its continued suppression of protest demonstration

for democracy caused Syrians of all walks of life in rural and urban areas

to oppose and fight the regime.
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To force the uprising into submission, the regime unleashed massive

assaults on the opposition groups, using every weapon of mass destruction

at its disposal and targeting others who remained neutral or were

sympathetic to the regime. The regime’s brutality not only caused people

to question the legitimacy of the regime but also strengthened their resolve

to continue their struggle for democracy and freedom. As the civil conflict

dragged on and Islamic extremists continued to seize territories from

defeated government troops, the Syrian dictator, without any consideration

to the lives of the Syrians and despite condemnation by the international

community, continued dropping barrel bombs – metal barrels containing

high-grade explosives and shrapnel – and chemical weapons and blocked

roads for aid delivery to starve the population into submission. It targeted

everyone in areas controlled by the opposition, including ordinary people

who could not flee the area.

Although the war on the regime continues unabated, opposition

parties remain divided. There emerged a need for the formation of a centre

to coordinate anti-regime activities. The pro-Western technocratic elite in

exile in Istanbul, Turkey, seized this opportunity and established the

Syrian National Council (SNC) in August 2011. Members of the SNC also

included Ekhwan al-Muslimin, the Muslim Brotherhood. The organisation

received qualified support from the US and its European allies, Britain and

France, as they recognised the SNC as the sole and legitimate representative

of the Syrian people. Leaders of the SNC used armed conflicts in Syria to

advance their own parochial interest – forcing al-Assad to a power-sharing

arrangement. Despite financial, political, and military training by the West,

the SNC could not effectively challenge the regime and this factor led to

the formation of the Free Syrian Army (FSA) as the military wing of the

SNC. The FSA set its mission to bring under its leadership military officers

and conscripts who abandoned their duties and joined a myriad of disjointed

resistance groups led by local youths in their native towns and villages.

The FSA (a mixture of various groups) gradually morphed into a powerful

entity, receiving much needed support from the US and western European
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countries, particularly Britain, ‘despite ample evidence that they work

closely with extremist groups NATO has traditionally thought of as

enemies.’2

As the anti-regime armed struggle escalated, the US provided training,

cash, and intelligence to selected rebel groups – a calculated policy so

that no one prevails or becomes a dominant force and they all remain

dependent on continued US support. For example, US assistance of $500

million in arms to the FSA (the US used the FSA as a convenient fig leaf

for Western and US audiences to camouflage the sending of arms to the

Islamic extremists) ended in the hands of Islamic extremists associated

with al-Nusra, which some pundits and policymakers conveniently refer to

as a ‘moderate’ opposition force in the Syrian theatre of conflict (al-Nusra,

an affiliate of the notorious al-Qaeda, was founded in Syria in 2012). The

US channelled money to select Syrian opposition groups through the

Syrian Support Group – a self-proclaimed entity for helping the Syrian

people. The reason that the US did not provide military assistance directly

to the Syrian opposition groups is that the US imposed sanctions prohibiting

arms delivery to Syria with the hope that it would convince the Russian

government to accept an embargo on delivery of its military equipment to

the regime in Damascus. Although Russia has long-standing economic

and military ties with Syria, it is not loyal and committed to al-Assad.

The SNC suffered from disunity of its constituent member

organisations as each group pursued its own political agenda and failed

to unite the people. Lack of a revolutionary organisation with a

comprehensive strategy of nation-building to lead the movement provided

opportunities for Islamic extremist groups affiliated with al-Qaeda to

challenge the SNC and rival opposition groups trying to establish their

domination over the movement. They had access to funds, arms, and

support from regressive Arab monarchies backed by Western imperial

powers. In 2013, hard-line Islamists declared formation of the Islamic State

of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). The group fought and expanded its territories by

defeating government troops and fighters of rival Islamic forces. Its quick
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victory on the battlefield and the black flag inscribed with Quranic words

‘there is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his messenger’ had a greater

appeal to mobilise people in the Middle East against brutal Arab dictators.

In societies where communal identities are rooted in Islamic belief, the use

of and adherence to Islamic symbols are instrumental for the Islamic State

to rally support from inside and outside Syria. Dominance of Islamic

extremists in the battle against Damascus forced the SNC to waive the

green banner of Islam to justify its bona fide Islamic credentials, hoping

to consolidate its leadership of the movement and reduce ISIS influence.

Transformation of peoples’ movement for democracy and freedom

to one of sectarian-oriented conflict with the Sunni religion as the dominant

faith is a dividing factor. The Syrian regime exploits the way in which

Islamic extremists of Sunni background deal with their opponents in an

effort to discredit them and present itself as the only hope for Syria,

especially to minority communities. Although Islamic extremists fight to

death to force al-Assad to leave the country, they have not been able to

unite Syrians against Damascus. Although rank-and-file members of the

Alawi community, historically a suppressed minority, have more in common

with other oppressed minority communities than their own Alawi ruling

strata, they are sympathetic to the regime.

As ISIS scored victories over their rival opposition groups in the

battle against Damascus and worked to consolidate and expand its rule,

the US began to revise its policy towards, them regarding them as a threat

to the US’ long-term interest in the region. President Barack Obama ordered

provision of $1 billion annually to aid the anti-government rebels, and the

US began surveillance of ISIS positions in September 2014. Obama stated

that the US mission is to degrade and destroy the ISIS, which poses a

threat to the US and its interests abroad, and began to strike ISIS

strongholds in Syria. At the same time, the US continued to characterise

al-Assad as a dictator and ranted about al-Assad’s brutal policies in

dealing with Syrians (torture, sleep deprivation, bombardment of entire

villages, etc.) – a description of what the US did to prisoners in Abu
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Ghraib, in Fallujah, Iraq, and other US repressive actions, such as rendition

– kidnapping of the Syrian-Canadian Maher Arar by US security officers

on transit at a New York airport and sending him back to Syria for further

interrogation.3

After modernising its military institutions, Russia began to challenge

US involvement in Syria and decided to intervene in the war, supporting

al-Assad against opposition groups and Islamic extremists. Russia intervened

in the Syrian conflict beginning in September 2015, launching military

offensives on territories held by Islamic extremists and the Islamic State

forces, and helped the regime in Damascus to gain an upper hand in the

conflict; it ‘cut off many of the pathways the CIA has been using for a

not-very-secret effort to arm rebel groups.’4 By its involvement and its

subsequent military offensives, Russia intended to regain its image as an

imperial power since the collapse of the Soviet Union.

There are other factors that further complicate the situation in Syria

– rivalry amongst regional powers for domination of the region – Sunni

Saudi Arabia and Shia Iran. The repressive Saudi kingdom opposes Shia

domination of Syria and remains committed to replacing the regime with

a state dominated by Sunnis and provide Islamic extremists with financial

support to overthrow the regime. Iran’s involvement in the Syrian internal

affairs is based on the clerical leadership’s belief of not only exporting

their brand of Islam but also supporting Shia parties with loyalty to Iran,

such as Hizbullah (Party of God) in Lebanon. Hizbullah played a major role

in fighting the anti-al-Assad insurgency across the Lebanese border. Iran

and Hizbullah mobilised fighters and dispatched them to Syria to fight

Islamic extremists and the Islamic State forces. In the proxy war, ‘Sunnis

are also bearing the brunt of the violence and dislocation. Sunni towns

and neighborhoods are being leveled by Syrian and Russian airstrikes. To

crush the mostly Sunni rebellion al-Assad also relies on Shia fighters from

Afghanistan, Iran, and Iraq.’5

Iran, through its agents inside Afghanistan, coaxed the Shia Hazaras

to go to Syria and fight enemies of al-Assad. Front offices had been
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established to recruit fighters and ‘central in this recruitment are men such

as Jawad. A police officer by day and self-declared travel agent when off-

duty. . . . He acted for a year as middleman for Iran’s Revolutionary

Guards, IRG when in 2014 it formed an Afghan Shia militia, the Fatemiyoun

Division, to fight alongside Syrian government forces. From his travel

agency on the second floor of a non-descript office building, Jawad

connected combat willing men with Iran’s embassy in Kabul. The embassy

assisted with visas and travel, and paid Jawad a commission for his

troubles. In return for fighting, Afghans are offered a residence permit in

Iran and about $500 monthly salary.’6

Shia Hazaras who left Afghanistan for Iran in search of security and

a better life have been pressured and persuaded by Iran’s secret agents

to either join fellow Iranian fighters in Syria in support of al-Assad or

return to Afghanistan. The promise of residency in Iran and lucrative

salary caused poor Shia Hazaras to go to Syria and fight Islamic extremists

and the ISIS. Iran exploits religious sentiments of the Shia Hazara refugees,

encouraging naive Hazaras to believe that it is their religious obligation

to go to Syria and fight to protect Shia religious sites from destruction

and desecration by the ISIS. It recruited Shia Hazara fighters from among

the most impoverished and vulnerable segment of the refugee communities.

Amir, a Shia Hazara refugee in Europe, stated that ‘some Afghans, who

were close to Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, approached me and my mates

at the mosque. . . . They suggested we go to Syria to help defend the Shia

holy shrines from Daesh. . . . They said we’d get passports and have an

easy life afterwards. We’d be like Iranian citizens and could buy cars,

houses.’7 However, most of these people fled the battlefield in Syria and

joined other refugees on their perilous journey to Europe.

Iran believes if al-Assad is forced to abandon the country, it will

create problem and difficulties for Iran to sustain client parties in the

Middle East and its role as a regional power would decline and diminish.

Russia and Iran have common interests in Syria as both are apprehensive

of Sunni Islamic extremists and the Islamic State and for this reason they
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stepped in militarily to ensure the survival of the regime and indiscriminately

dropped bombs in areas controlled by opposition forces, killing innocent

people. Russia’s role in helping Damascus to beat Islamic fighters in

Aleppo caused a Turkish police officer sympathetic to Islamic fighters to

take revenge. He shot to death the Russian ambassador Andrey Karlov in

a posh art gallery in Ankara on 19 December 2016.

Failure of the SNC to devise inclusive policies caused some member

groups to revise their position and strategies vis-a-vis the SNC to the

extent that several such groups that earlier supported the SNC now

distanced themselves from it and even worked to oppose its policies and

practices. For example, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)–aligned Kurdish

Democratic Union Party, which supported SNC and fought the Syrian

regime, has formed an alliance with the regime and controls a large swath

of territories in the north along the Syrian-Turkish border and stops the

flow of arms and munitions to Islamic extremists and others fighting

Damascus.

Armed confrontation between the government and opposition groups

continues to wreak havoc on the lives of the Syrian people, and the ruling

elite in the US try to make it even worse than what is going on there. In

June 2016, 51 State Department officials signed a letter of objection to

Obama’s policy on Syria that bombing the ISIS is not sufficient as US

interests are being damaged. They called for stepped-up military offensives

on al-Assad, arguing that the US has a ‘moral’ obligation to bomb al-

Assad to force him out.8 President-elect Donald Trump’s position on Syria

remains ambiguous. During the election campaign, he stated that current

US policy on Syria since the movement started had been ‘too little, too

late, and too divisive to make any meaningful difference’. He demanded

that the US take more aggressive action to topple the regime in Syria.

After the election was over, he remained sceptical about the war and US

support of the Islamic State fighters battling the regime. Trump maintains

that close collaboration with Russia is the best alternative to fight and

defeat the ISIS. However, his vice president, Mike Pence, and some aides
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believe in taking a more aggressive militaristic approach to the crisis in

the Middle East. Although Trump lacks in-depth knowledge of the situation

in the Middle East and believes that the US must disengage from the

region, the US as an imperial power will continue to defend its interest

worldwide and would continue to support authoritarian and dictators

allied with the US.

While the US blames al-Assad for his disregard of human lives and

destruction of Syria, Russia condemns the Islamic extremists for the same

reason and in so doing the two imperial powers are trying to justify their

involvement in the brutal civil war as if they are benign and well-intentioned,

trying to resolve a conflict that they themselves are responsible for

escalating – supporting one group against the other to advance and

defend their imperial interests. The US pursues two inter-related objectives

in Syria: (i) to eliminate Iran’s efforts to influence the outcome of the crisis

in the Middle East and emerge as a dominant player and (ii) to contain and

eliminate Russia’s influence and action in the Middle East, considering the

region as its own backyard. The US demands nothing but that al-Assad

should step down so that it is able to cobble together a new political

arrangement with a wannabe leader who would be subservient to its

leadership.

US regional allies Turkey and Qatar, in concert with the US moves,

also seized the opportunity to reduce the influence of their regional rival

Iran on Syria and Iraq and to defend and protect their own interests in

the region. They funnelled millions in financial support and weapons to

the Islamic extremists, including al-Nusra and supporters of al-Qaeda, in

Syria. Such support enabled the regressive Islamic groups and other

would-be jihadi fighters from war-torn Iraq and other regions, including

North America and Western Europe, to join the war on the side of their

fellow ideological brothers, entering Syria via Turkey.

The Turkish fascist regime headed by Erdogan declared al-Assad

not fit to lead the country and expressed its support to opposition parties,

including ISIS, to get Syria rid of al-Assad. Turkey’s main objectives

ACKU



HAFIZULLAH  EMADI

  April 2017. Volume 20. Number 75. AAKROSH18

includes efforts to keep the Syrian Kurds in check as they allied with

Damascus in the fight against the Islamic State forces. With the weakening

of the Islamic State forces, Turkey intervened in the northern areas of

Syria to reduce the power base of the Kurdish fighters, Peshmargah, an

affiliate of the PKK that has been fighting Turkey for independence for

over 30 years. Kurdish women and girls, inspired by PKK leader Abdullah

Ocalan, formed women’s brigade and, along with Peshmargah, they fight

the ISIS. A reporter from the West said that the Kurdish fighters ‘have

proven to be fierce and tenacious fighters. Months after Iraq’s military

collapsed in the face of the Islamic State’s 2014 invasion, a small group

of Kurds managed to hold off a massive assault by the militants on the

Syrian city Kobani, which is on the Turkish border. They dealt one of the

first blows to the Islamic State, proving their fighting skills.’9 PKK, an

outlawed political party, was blacklisted by the US and the European

Union because during its years of fighting the Turkish government, it

inflicted over 400,000 deaths and now the US supports the group to fight

a common enemy – the ISIS.

Since the start of the war in Syria, the US has provided financial

and military support to some 80 opposition political groups operating

throughout the country, in close coordination with its regional allies. One

such opposition groups that the US supports is the Syrian Democratic

Forces (SDF). The organisation was formed in October 2015 and declared

its mission to create a secular, democratic, and federal system of government

in Syria. US policymakers believe that the organisation’s political values

are identical to those of Western societies and so they supported the

group. However, the US ally Turkey opposes the SDF because it is

overwhelmingly made of ethnic Kurds. It is suggested that 60% of the men

and women of the SDF are Kurds, with a small number of Arabs, Turkmen,

and Assyrians (it is suggested that the SDF has about 30,000 fighters).

Turkey does not want the Kurds on its southern borders to become a safe

haven for PKK fighters in Turkey and remains nervous of the Kurdish

agitation for an independent homeland. The US relies on the Kurds as an
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effective force against the ISIS and uses its airpower to bomb areas in

Syria held by the ISIS, nd stationing ‘more than 300 members of the

United States Special Operations Forces’ on the ground – all intended to

help recruit, train, and advise Arab and Kurdish fighters to battle the

Islamic State fighters.10

Sharp differences among US policy makers on the Syrian conflict

are not based on moral concerns – unhappiness with mangled and maimed

bodies of Syrian men, women, and children – but are based on the fact

that Russian and Iranian involvement on the side of Damascus tilted the

regional power balance away from the US. Policy hawks in Washington

believe that the US cannot remain the sole imperial power unless it takes

aggressive action whenever its imperial interests are at stake or being

challenged. However, Obama did not wish the US to get deeply involved

in the conflict as the country is already in ruins but rather to maintain the

level of engagement it has and focus on its other global rival power –

China.

War continues to be waged in the Middle East by the US, and the

ruling elites justify the war with lies about freedom, democracy, fighting

terrorism, and helping countries to chart their own futures. The truth of

the matter is that the US is determined to maintain its domination of the

region through destruction and suffering of their people. Millions of

people have been forced to leave their homes in Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen,

Libya, and Syria. Such a situation further fuelled instability and helped

Islamic extremists to make life hell for the people in these regions. The

way out of such conflict and to achieving lasting peace and stability

necessitates organisation of mass anti-war resistance by the oppressed

people inside and outside Syria. The Syrians must come to the realisation

that depending on one imperial power against the other is not in the best

interest of the country as it would ensure the vicious cycle of dependency,

restricting and eliminating their own potential for change and development.

ACKU



HAFIZULLAH  EMADI

  April 2017. Volume 20. Number 75. AAKROSH20

CONCLUSION

The Syrian civil conflict and imperial power intervention have resulted in

death and destruction beyond one’s imagination – some 500,000 Syrians

have lost their lives; about 4.8 million people have fled Syria and live in

squalid refugee camps in the neighbouring countries of Turkey, Lebanon,

Iraq, and Jordan; and about 6.5 million are displaced inside the country,

while many others have lost their lives in their journey to their dreamland

– Western Europe – via the rough waters of the Mediterranean Sea.

Residential housing, markets, and social and cultural centres and historical

sites have been destroyed – destruction that ‘makes Mad Max look like

family entertainment’.

The proxy war has, no doubt, catapulted Syria into a deep socio-

political chaos with no immediate solution at hand. Western imperial powers

are determined to destroy Syria’s socio-economic structures to pave the

road for Western multinational corporations to step in and rebuild the

country according to their own terms and this will make Syria further

dependent on imperial powers and the world market. Syria’s dependency

on the world market will never eradicate the basis of the anti-systemic

movement – a factor that gave rise to the movement for democracy and

freedom in March 2011. Transition and integration of Syria into a neo-

liberal economy will also never meet the needs of its people as it did not

resolve the deep socio-economic crisis in other Arab states that experienced

similar social movements. By supporting opposition groups, Western

imperial powers are not only poised for a regime change in Syria but also

determined to destroy the Syrian Army so that it would not pose a threat

to their ally, Israel, and install a man at the helm who would remain

subservient to them.

The movement for democracy and freedom in Syria, like those in

Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, and other places, lacks a revolutionary political

organisation with the people’s interests at the centre of its political strategy

– an organisation to unite the divided community and unleash their power

to oppose both imperial and regional powers in their meddling in the
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internal affairs of the community and build a new society. The absence of

such a party ensures that Syria remains dependent on imperial powers

even if the present regime collapses and a new one is established in the

future. A liberated Syria, free from the influence of external powers, is only

possible if the struggle for a regime change is spearheaded by a

revolutionary organisation committed to deep social, cultural, and political

reforms, and this is the only route that can liberate Syrians and set an

example for others to follow.
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